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God Said Yes to Me
The Syrophoenician woman tells Jesus, “Guess, what?
Jesus. God said yes to me. God said yes to me when God
tore open the heavens. God said yes to me when God
decided to show up in the wilderness rather than in the
temple. God said yes to me when you came here instead of
spending all your time in Jerusalem. It’s okay to be me, so
get over yourself, Jesus.”
There is really no story like this in the Bible. Well, the one
exception might be Moses getting God to change God’s
mind. But this woman does more than get Jesus to change
his mind -- she rocks Jesus’ world. She gets Jesus to admit
for what and whom his ministry is all about. She gets
Jesus to see God for what and who God truly is.
The woman tells the truth. And when the truth gets told?
Worlds change. Her world changed. Same for Jesus. He
tried to escape it, tried to escape notice (Mark 7:24). No
wonder. The rest of his ministry cannot be the same
because of her. We think we want our world to change,
but do we really? Because when your world is about to
change, that takes some preparation, getting your head
around, getting used to. Life, obviously, will never be the
same again. You won’t be able to go back to the way it
was before. So we choose to remain where we are because
we convince ourselves that it takes a lot less effort to live
lives of falsehood than to muster the energy to move from
lies to honesty. Telling the truth takes risk. It takes
courage, so much courage. So, we don’t speak the truth.
We stay silent. Bite our lips. Wait for the right moment,
which, by the way, never, ever comes. We remain in our
illusions, in the made-up worlds we’ve created that are
carefully and strategically segmented from the truth we
desperately want to live. This is true in our personal lives
and it is true in our pastoral lives. You do not need me to
tell you just how true this this. Just stop and think about
this for a minute. Please. The lies you live. The truths you
are afraid to tell. Tell yourself the truth. Because that’s the
first step in uttering the truth to others. And an authentic
preacher, a preacher who is believable, the kind of
preaching we need these days, needs to speak about the
difficulty of truth-telling and the difficult truths.
If Jesus needs to be told the truth of the Gospel, God
knows (literally) we do as well. All too often truth is sidelined so as to make the church, or the call to proclaim the

Gospel, look better than it is. Truth-telling is absolutely
essential, in part because the church itself cannot live into
the fullness of the Gospel when exclusionary power
structures continue to exist, says the woman from Tyre.
When the truth is suppressed, when your truth is
suppressed, it is then and there that assumptions take over.
It is critical to name the truth, to put it out on the table for
all to deal with rather than to maintain our current
practices of ignorance or pretension. Because when you
are accustomed to hiding the truth, overlooking it, it then
becomes almost impossible to discern truth from
falsehood.
Truth-telling is hard to do and hard to hear -- and will be
resisted, sometimes only at first, sometimes perpetually
and even exponentially. But that is when the truth has to be
heard for the sake of empowering the other. I think this is
one of the most powerful promises of this text. She tells
the truth so that others can then say, so that I can say,
“You have just told my story! Thank you!” The truth, in
part, has to be told and has to be heard so that you know
and others know that you are not alone.

The process of truth-telling is essential in ministry,
regardless of any issue we use to divert the promises of
God. Those persons called to and entrusted with the
privilege of giving voice to God’s love must be held
accountable to that which the Gospel in its fullness
proclaims. When voices are sidelined, when particular
presences are questioned, when presentations of the
Gospel are called into question because the source is an
outsider, like from Tyre, it is never, ever just about us, but
also about God. When our imagination for God’s hope for
the church is undermined by our lack of imagination, that
is when God becomes less than God. The Syrophoenician
woman tells the truth about God and in doing so helps us
imagine that truth for ourselves.
~ Karoline Lewis, Dear W orking Preacher

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
What sayings or “proverbs” do we use that remind us
make good decisions – “a penny saved is a penny
earned,” for example. Does this proverb make sense from
a spiritual perspective or a non-spiritual perspective, or
both? If you were to live as if this were true, what kinds
of different choices would you make? Proverb 22:2, Is
this proverb meant to warn the rich or encourage the
poor? Proverb 22:8-9, What people are warned? What
people are affirmed? In general, what do these proverbs
say about the consequences of the actions we perform?
Proverbs 22:22-23, Who will defend the poor? In these
particular proverbs, what do we learn about God’s care
for the poor and helpless? How should this knowledge
affect the way that we treat the poor and helpless? What
is the value of memorable statements like these proverbs?
Reflect for a few moments: What important life and/or
spiritual lessons have you learned recently? Faith Element
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 125
Have you ever had to trust someone for something big?
Did they follow through or fail? How did it feel? What
did it teach you about that person? How would describe
someone who is like a mountain? What does God's
protection tell us about His love? How can we know God
is protecting us even when our circumstances don't seem
to reflect divine protection? This psalm is in the plural
and is focused on the community of faith. Why is that
important to realize? Does God care about the community
that worships Him? How should we feel about the
community that worships God? Verse 5 encourages us to
consider our hearts. How can we protect our hearts from
being led into evil or sin? How is this hard? How can we
know if the bad things we are experiencing are the result
of sin? Anchor Way Church

Praying Toward Sunday
Our hearts do handsprings,
and our joy echoes off the mountains,
Creator of all:
rich and poor, man and woman,
child and grandparent, gnat and galaxy.
Created in your image,
we ridicule others who look different from us;
our lungs filled with the Spirit's breath,
we laugh at those who are not as good
as we imagine we are.
But even when we turn our backs on you,
your love is steadfast and your grace is
abundant.
~ Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies

I asked God if it was okay to be melodramatic
and she said yes
I asked her if it was okay to be short
and she said it sure is
I asked her if I could wear nail polish
or not wear nail polish
and she said honey
she calls me that sometimes
she said you can do just exactly
what you want to
Thanks God I said
And is it even okay if I don’t paragraph
my letters
Sweetcakes, God said
who knows where she picked that up
what I’m telling you is
Yes Yes Yes
~ Kaylin Haught, “God Says Yes to Me,” from The Palm of
Your Hand, 1995

____3rd Reading: James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17
According to verse 1, who was the author of this letter?
Who was James? How does he describe himself? Why do
you think James didn’t introduce himself as the brother of
Jesus? Wouldn’t it help to say, “I know what I’m talking
about, because I knew Jesus like a brother—in fact, I am
His brother”? According to verse 1, who are the recipients
of this letter? What does that mean? Why does James say
it that way? According to James 1:2 and the following
verses, how should we react when times get tough? Why?
What is the end result of this “testing”? Do you think
people expect God to make them happy? Is that a wrong
idea? If you made this the “goal of your life,” to grow in
holiness even if it meant suffering, how would that change
your life? What decisions would you make differently?
How would you have to adjust your priorities? Is that a
realistic idea? How has God been “smelting” you? Has He
been burning away some impurities? Has it been a painful
process? How have you been growing through that
process? New Hope Church
____4th Reading: Mark 7:24-37
How have you seen God at work in your life this week?
Jesus comes to us in grace, vulnerability, and empathy.
How does Jesus show grace, empathy and love in these
two stories? We must come to Christ in vulnerability and
humility and yet in boldness. Where do you see these traits
being demonstrated by the Syrophoenician woman and the
deaf man? It is said that vulnerability brings empathy and
empathy brings healing (or love). Have you experienced
this? In what ways? Do you practice vulnerability and
empathy? In what ways and where can you help move
people from outsiders to insiders? Grace Baptist Church

