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Relationships 

Relationships - can't live with them and can't live without 
them. Living in community with others can be so difficult. 

We are reminded on a daily basis (if we are paying 
attention) that how we treat others matters. Whether we are 

talking about a spouse or a co-worker or a sales clerk, the 
way in which we relate can be life-affirming or life-
depriving. 

It goes without saying that Pharaoh didn't think much of the 
lives of the Israelites. They were cheap labor to him, pieces 
of property. In this week's Exodus text, his life-depriving 
actions come back to haunt him in a most horrific way. As 

the Israelites prepare themselves for the Passover, he is 
unknowingly spending his last moments with his first-born 
son. 

There is something happening around these lectionary 
passages about relationships. Though, as I write that, I 
wonder if that couldn't be said for most passages of 
scripture. We are a people of community. God calls us into 
relationships. God is a relational God. The way we treat 

others matters. It matters a great deal. 

The details of the ways in which that first Passover was to 
be observed remind me that even these 3000 plus years 
later, this meal is about relationships. As families and faith 
communities gather to remember, they are connected to 
those first families in Egypt, all the families since, and they 
are connected to the God who gave them this ritual. 

But, relationships are hard. When we have a relational God, 
there can be many questions that arise. What are we to make 
of the children who were killed not because of their own 
sin, but because of the sin of those to whom they were 
related? Relationships are hard. They cause difficult 
questions and sometimes they lead to difficult answers. 
Relationships can be life-affirming or life-denying. 

As soon as we ask the question of God we are sent into the 
Ezekiel text that has God replying, "I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked." The Ezekiel passage is a further 
reminder that we not only live in relationships, but those 
relationships often do not turn out the way we had hoped. 

Matthew gives us a pretty good outline for how to deal with 
things when they do get all mixed up. Jesus explains the 
ways in which we should deal when relationships get off 
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track. And, what are those ways? In community, of course. 
The ways in which we treat others matter. They matter a great 
deal. 

The Romans text supports this fact by reminding us that "love 
is the fulfilling of the law." With words of warning about 
guarding against satisfying the flesh, the emphasis is on 
following Christ's commandment to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. 

There are times in my life when I think it would be a lot 
easier to live on an island all alone. Maybe I could become a 
hermit, live in a hut on a mountain where I never had to speak 
to anyone again. These moments arise when relationships get 
to be difficult - and they always get to be difficult. Whether it 
is a silly statement I made that someone else hears in a hurtful 
way or years of history with my spouse that requires constant 
navigation or the death of my father or the woman in the 
check-out line that is so very rude, being in community can be 
difficult at times. And, at times I wonder if just not being in 
community would be better. This, of course, is a classic 
question which leads me to the often quoted Tennyson poem: 

"I hold it true, whate'er befall; 
I feel it, when I sorrow most; 
Tis better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all." 

This is not only true for romantic love, but for all kinds of 
relationships in our lives. Romans reminds us that love is the 
main thing. Exodus reminds us of what can happen when we 
don't love our neighbors as ourselves. Ezekiel reminds us that 
how we treat others matters a great deal. And, Matthew gives 
us a guide for dealing with the conflict when it does occur so 
that relationships have the best chance of being restored. 

It isn't a new idea, but it is an important one. We are relational 
people serving a relational God. Whether we think living on 
an island alone would be better or not, we are called to live in 
relation to others serving a Messiah that builds community 
through the most unlikely of 
alliances. Christ calls us to be life-
affirming in our relationships. I 
wonder what the world would 
look like if all life-depriving 

relationships came to an end. I 
happen to think it would look a 
whole lot like heaven. 

~ Rev. Tiffany Hall McClung, 

Miriam's Tambourine 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=158
http://mirtam.memphisseminary.edu/2011/08/relationships-year-ordinary-23.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Exodus 12:1-14 
 

What image of God is provided by this text? How do we 
faithfully integrate the old and the new?  What is the 
foundation for your sense of security?   In what ways do 
you experience "comfortable slavery to culture"?  Does 
our society, and our church, remember well?  Weekly Seeds 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 149  

 
When is the last time that you sang a new song of praise 
to the Lord? This psalm, like others, uses this phrase, "Let 
them ___ (rejoice, praise, etc.)." What sorts of 
circumstances inhibit believing-people from rejoicing in 
God or praising the Lord?  In verse 4, there are two 
actions ascribed to God. Take a moment to consider how 
remarkable these actions are. How do God's actions lead 
to the urgency to praise God in song in verses 1-5?  This 
psalm takes a dramatic shift in verses 6-9. What is the 
context of this psalm and how, then, could it possible that 
praise and vengeance would be combined?  Notice the 
phrase at the beginning and ending of this psalm: How 
does this phrase significantly impact the rest of the words 
of this psalm?  For the next week, try beginning and 
ending your day with this phrase. Take note of how it 
changes your perspective, your prayers, and even your 
actions throughout each day.  Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 13:8-14  
 

How would you describe real faith?  According to verse 8, 
how we are to treat God and others in view of the gospel 
facts?  If we do this are we doing all that God requires of 
to do? How can this be?  In verses 11-13 Paul challenges 
us to wake up! Live awake!  Are you awake, are you living 
under his control? If not why?  What do / can you do to 
cloth yourself in Christ?  What would it look like this week 
to pay on the ‘debt of love’ you owe to others?  Do you do 
what is best for you…take care of yourself and your needs 
first? Why? What is something you could do this week to 
put the interest of others before yourself?  River Community 
Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 18:15-20  

 
How do you resolve conflict? Can you think of an example 
of a conflict that was resolved and all parties felt good?  
Why does Jesus take the time to tell us how to effectively 
deal with sin and conflict?  Why is the application of love 
so important in maintaining growing, healthy relationships, 
and resolving disputes? What happens when love is 
absent?  How would you define the word Church? What 
does Church mean to you as an expression? What should it 
mean?  How is confessing sins an essential aspect to 
forgiveness and resolving conflict?  Where in this passage 
do you see the stages of offering mercy and forgiveness? 
How does it make you feel that God takes His time to deal 
with us with love and care?  How can you communicate 
this to others?  Have you ever seen conflict draw people 
together for a cause, or perhaps create opportunities and 
communities to bring people together? How so?  Into the 
Word 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of justice, peace and righteousness 
come into our midst this evening 
Breathe your breath, 
your Spirit of prophecy, 
your energy, 
your enlivening, 
your imagination on us. 
Wake us up 
Open our eyes 
Unplug our ears 
That we might hear 
That we might see 
That we might grieve 
That we might dream 
That we might follow the ways of your extraordinary 
kingdom 
Amen 

~ Jonny Baker 

What is therefore, our task today? Shall I answer: 
'Faith, hope and love'? That sounds beautiful. But I 
would say--courage. No--even that is not challenging 
enough to be the whole truth. Our task today is 
recklessness. For what we Christians lack is not 
psychology or literature....we lack a holy rage--the 
recklessness which comes from the knowledge of 
God and humanity. The ability to rage when justice 
lies prostrate on the streets, and when the lie rages 
across the face of the earth...a holy anger about the 
things that are wrong in the world. To rage against the 
ravaging of God's earth, and the destruction of God's 
world. To rage when little children must die of 
hunger when the tables of the rich are sagging with 
food. To rage at the lie that calls the threat of death 
and the strategy of destruction peace. To rage against 
complacency. To restlessly seek to change human 
history until it conforms to the norms of the Kingdom 
of God.  

     ~ Kaj Munk, Danish pastor killed by the Gestapo in 1944  
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