
 
Heartbroken, she attended a prayer meeting at church. 
Hardly able to focus on what was going on around her, she 
was struck by the words of an elderly woman who prayed, 
“It really doesn’t matter what you do with us, Lord, just 
have your own way with our lives.” She couldn’t get that 
idea out of her mind as, later that evening, she sat 
meditating on Jeremiah 18:1–3, the story of the potter 
shaping the clay.  
 
Before retiring that night, Adelaide Pollard wrote out all 
four stanzas to the now–beloved hymn, “Have Thine Own 
Way, Lord,” published in 1907. You may know the words 
to this beautiful hymn by heart, the first verse of which 
says, 
 
Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! 
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me after Thy will, 
While I am waiting, yielded and still. 
 
In Jeremiah’s image of the divine Potter and the clay, one 
particular thing caught Adelaide Pollard’s eye: The Potter 
saw a blemish in the clay He was using, so He shaped the 
pot again. Had God delayed Adelaide’s trip to Africa in 
order to shape her differently, to refine her for His service? 
She didn’t know, but she was willing to yield herself to the 
Potter’s hands. And she did eventually get to Africa as a 
missionary, all in God’s time. 
 
Make this verse from Adelaide’s hymn your prayer as you 
think of the forming and re–forming work the Master 
Potter does in your life. With His skilled hands, He is 
crafting you into a vessel of honor fit for His use. 
Visualize your life as a studio of the Divine Potter and 
know that His hands are on your heart. Ask God to have 
His own way in your life as He forms—and re–forms—
you into His wonderful image. 

~ an excerpt by David Jeremiah, Making Sense of it All 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 
What it Means to be Clay in the Potter’s Hands 
 
What would we do without the variety of containers we use 
every day? Plastic milk and water jugs, glass jars, plastic 
containers of all sorts, cotton and canvas bags, wooden and 
cardboard boxes, large and small. We don’t think twice 
about what a benefit they are. But think about biblical days, 
especially in the Old Testament. They had one kind of 
container that served a multitude of purposes: clay jars. If 
you had a variety of different needs, you simply made or 
purchased a different sized clay jar or pot. Everything was 
clay! Whether decorative or common, they were all made of 
the same stuff—dirt (clay) and water. 
 
It’s no wonder the image of a potter and clay shows up so 
frequently in Scripture—beginning in Genesis 2:7 where 
“God formed man of the dust of the ground.” Molded out of 
clay, we are, in a literal sense, pottery. God physically 
shaped Adam from the clay of the earth and breathed life 
into him. We are all humans, a word that is akin to humus, 
meaning “earth” or “clay.” The apostle Paul referred to our 
bodies as “jars of clay” (2 Corinthians 4:7, NIV). 
 
To say that we are clay in the hands of the Potter 
acknowledges God’s handiwork as the Master Potter, or 
Creator, of our physical body. It also recognizes God’s 
authority to shape us inwardly, to spiritually fashion us into 
a vessel fit for His use, molded as an image of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul says God wants to form us 
into “a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the 
Master, prepared for every good work” (2 Timothy 2:21). 
This gives us a biblical basis for thinking of the events and 
influences of our lives as His hands and fingers, shaping us 
like a potter shaping clay... 
 
Our life rests in God’s hands. Like a skilled potter, He 
knows how to apply precise pressure, when to relax His 
grip, how to score our life with His fingernail, how to 
squeeze and nudge—all of which increases our fitness as a 
vessel for His use. At times the Master Potter places us in 
the kiln where the fires of life turn us into stronger 
vessels… 
 
In 1902, a 42–year–old woman sat in a prayer meeting with 
a broken heart. She had served the Lord faithfully all her 
adult life in various capacities, all the time dreaming of her 
heart’s desire—to take the Gospel to Africa as a missionary. 
When her plans finally seemed to be moving forward, a lack 
of financial support brought her dream to a standstill.  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 

What are some things that, when broken, are impossible 
to repair? Where did God send Jeremiah to receive a 
message from Him? What was the potter doing as 
Jeremiah watched? How did God liken His power over 
the nations to the decisions of the potter? What is 
significant to you about the image of God as a potter? In 
what ways is God shaping you these days? At the Potter’s 
House 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  

 
How does a person’s worth impact some of the issues 
being fought over today, such as abortion, sexuality, and 
racism? How does the extent of God’s knowledge make 
you feel about Him? About yourself? Are you more 
comforted or troubled by God’s knowledge of you? Why? 
How does the gospel impact how you view being known 
by God? How should God’s providential work in forming 
every person in the womb impact our value of human 
life? How do you feel about God knowing all the days of 
your life? Does that truth prompt any questions? What are 
some ways we can declare and show the value all people 
deserve? The Gospel Project 

____3rd Reading: Philemon 1-21 
 

How has the letter to Philemon encouraged and / or 
challenged you? Why did Onesimus return to Philemon? 
Was it easy to do? What was he putting on the line? What 
does Paul ask Philemon to do? What will it require? What 
is Christlike about what Paul offers to do in verses 17-20? 
How does Paul draw Philemon’s attention to the larger 
purposes of God? Where in your life does reconciliation 
need to happen? What barriers are standing in the way? 
What will it require of you in order for reconciliation to 
happen? Why does it help to “rehearse” Gospel truths 
before and after you pursue reconciliation? My Very Heart 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 14:25-33 

 
Is it easy to be a believer? Is it easy to be a disciple? 
What’s the difference, if any? Jesus uses several powerful 
images to help us understand that discipleship has 
consequences: Do you think Jesus was really saying we 
must hate our family, even our own lives? What is Jesus 
saying about being a disciple? What might be the 
consequences? What can it mean to “carry our cross” and 
follow Jesus? What must we be willing to do once we 
begin following Jesus? What is the warning to disciples in 
the last analogy of salt losing its saltiness? Do you think 
Jesus is trying to talk people out of becoming disciples? 
Do you think this will always be true – discipleship will 
always cost us something? What has your faith cost you? 
How does our faith become both more burdensome and 
more precious, when we understand what it costs us? 
Faith Element 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of earth and artistry, draw us into your gentle 
presence, guide us with the Holy Spirit. Mold us, use 
us, recreate us. 
 
We are the clay that has been slammed onto the hard-
spinning wheel, flying around seemingly out of 
control. Under pressure most of the time, being 
squashed and squeezed for the fire which lies ahead.  
 
But your gentle voice says: fear not, for I am with 
you. Be not dismayed, for I am your God.  
In you we are recreated.  
 
Amen  

~ Christians TT 

Generosity has such power because it is characterized 
by the inner qualities of letting go or relinquishing. 
Being able to let go, to give up, to renounce, to give 
generously - these capacities spring from the same 
source within us. When we practice generosity, we open 
to all of these liberating qualities simultaneously. They 
carry us to a profound knowing of freedom, and the also 
are the loving expression of that same freedom. 
 
The Buddha said that no true spiritual life is possible 
without a generous heart. 

 
~ Sharon Salzberg, Lovingkindness: The Revolutionary Art of 

Happiness via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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