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for real – a reflection on Luke 14:25-33 

First of all, if anyone can get me the address of the 
lectionary compiler whose great idea it was to have 
the “hate your father and mother” and “give away 
your possessions” Gospel lesson hit on the first 
Sunday of the fall…that’d be great. 

I mean, for real? 

“Welcome back everybody, and especially welcome 
to all our newcomers today…now on to hating your 
parents… 

…See you next week?” 

Second of all, this lesson is amazing, because Jesus 
nails it. 

The Anglican Church in Baghdad has been bombed 
five times in the last three years. (Their recent First 
Communion class remarked that they knew that Jesus 
was with them, because he protected them from 
terrorists.) Churches in Egypt—Catholic, Orthodox, 
Anglican—are being burned and bombed. Two 
Orthodox bishops in Syria have been abducted, and 
their fate is unknown. 

Being a Christian in the western world may be 
challenging at times. (I mean sometimes people have 
the audacity to wish us “Happy Holidays.”) But, in 
many places in this world being a follower of Jesus 
comes with costs. Brutal costs. 

For some of the earliest Christians, and in some 
places today, following Jesus means turning away 
from your family and having your family turn away 
from you. For most of the apostles, being a herald of 
the Resurrection meant they were hunted down and 
put to death. 

Sometimes we make our faith out to be this thing 
where blessing after blessing just showers down on 
you. Like everything in life just gets “better” and 
“easier.” 

No. 

I mean, it IS a blessing, but sometimes those 
blessings are hard to see. 

It’s why our faith’s symbol isn’t the smiley-face, but 
the cross. 

What Jesus is telling us in Luke 14:25-33 is that if 
we’re going to become a follower we need to first 
estimate the cost. If you were going to build a tower, 
you’d do that. If you were going to war, you’d do 
that. (?!) 

If you were going to buy a new suit, start a new 
business, write a new book, or start a family—first 
you’d sit down and realize how hard it would be, if 
you could afford it, and whether or not you could 
withstand the moments of desolation that sometimes 
don’t seem to stop their relentless crush. 

We estimate costs all the time. Is “this” worth the 
money, the time, the risk? We look at the positives 
and negatives, and then we make a decision. 

Here, Jesus is saying that when we choose to follow 
him we shouldn’t rush to make a decision. We 
should first estimate the cost. Because while his 
grace and love are free—while salvation doesn’t cost 
us a dime—following him means taking up our 
cross. 

And so, there’s something fitting about this passage 
hitting on the first Sunday of a new fall. 

Welcome back. I hope the summer was good. If this 
is your first time here—if you’re a “prospective 
member”—or if you’re 
an old timer with your 
name on a pew…
welcome. But, 
remember that this pew, 
this hymn, this life with 
Jesus at its center comes 
with a cost. 

For real. 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 

Recall one or two major events that have been a 
significant shaping influence in your life. How did they 
affect you for good or for ill?  What did Jeremiah see and 
hear at the potter's house?  God makes it clear that his 
pronouncements and promises are conditional. How do 
you think God might respond to someone who objects 
that this makes him untrustworthy?  Jeremiah draws an 
analogy between human nations and clay in the potter's 
hand. How does the difference between humans and clay 
make this an analogy of hope?  Being reshaped by the 
divine potter isn't always a pleasant experience. Reflect 
on one or two times when you have been aware of God's 
shaping hand in your life.  God is the one who shapes us. 
What can we do to make sure that our hearts are 
responsive to him?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity 
Press 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

 
Do you think of yourself as God's artwork, his 
masterpiece? Why or why not? Ask God to help you see 
yourself through his eyes.  According to the psalmist, 
what specific things does the Lord know about us?  What 
words are used to describe God's activity and artistry in 
making us?  How do you hide your true self from God?  
When do you hide your true self from others?  How does 
this psalm help you to feel more loved and valued by 
God?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Philemon 1:1-21 
 

Recall a time when you wanted to restore a broken 
relationship. What were some of your fears in approaching 
the situation?  Based on what you have read, how would 
you reconstruct the events that led up to this letter?  
Having described Philemon's loving character, Paul 
appeals to him on the basis of love. Why is love so 
essential for mending a fractured relationship?  In what 
ways has Onesimus changed since running away from 
Philemon?  What will it require of Onesimus to return to 
Philemon?  What will it require of Philemon to do what 
Paul asks?   What principles in this letter could you use for 
mending a fractured relationship?  Paul intervened to 
restore these two brothers in Christ. When might we need 
the help of a friend or counselor?   Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 14:25-33  

Multitudes were following Jesus. Why do you think He 
turned to them and gave them this difficult teaching?  
Underline the word, “disciple,” in this passage. How many 
times does it appear? What would you conclude about 
discipleship from these passages?  What is the first 
example that Jesus uses to describe the seriousness of 
following Him? What does He mean by “hate?” Should a 
person hate his parents or spouse?  What does Jesus say 
about counting the cost of following?  What was the basic 
function of salt in the ancient world? How was it 
connected with sacrifices (Leviticus 2:13)?  What was the 
concern about the salt? What good is salt if it loses its 
flavor?  What might the salt illustrate in the believer’s life? 
What happens if a disciple loses his/her purity? What kind 
of usefulness is Jesus speaking about?  Are you “salt” and 
“light” in the world? What things in your life are hindering 
your witness for Christ?  Cabot Bible 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Like clay in the potter’s hand, 
so we are to you, O Lord! 
You take the ordinary 
and often imperfect, 
and make something beautiful, 
molding us into the people 
you envisioned us to be. 
In your hands we are made new, 
perfected Lord, by you. 
In your hands we are made useful 
in service Lord, for you 
 
~ John Birch, Faith and Worship  

 

What are possessions? Just my stuff? Or, do my 
possessions include more intangible things to which I 
cling - ideas, prejudices, opinions, the filters through 
which I see the world? Are my relational obligations 
my possessions? And does my family possess me 
body and soul? What does it mean to carry the cross? 
What is my cross? Is my own life my possession, my 
world's possession, or God's possession? 
 
But sit down and count the cost. It will cost 
everything! It will cost the crucifixion of Jesus and 
the taking up of whatever cross the world opposed to 
life gives you to bear, not only on your own behalf 
but for Life itself! 
 
Choose life. What does it take to be alive? That 
answer is as specific and particular as each of our 
lives. 
Suzanne Guthrie 
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