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Forest Sunday
The readings this week:
◦ Genesis 2:4b-22 ◦ Psalm 139:13-16
◦ Acts 17:22-28 ◦ John 3:1-16
Losing God in the Forest
When talking to others about our God, we don’t have
to get caught up in miniscule details that supposedly
prove His existence—the Creator has made His glory
obvious for all to see.
For some people, this may come as a surprise. The
Creator is alive and well, and we can find evidence of
Him any time we walk out into the forest. In fact, we
can find His handiwork anywhere we look. That’s the
message of “Seeing the Forest amid the Trees,” p. 60.
“The Creator is clearly seen,” Paul explained to the
Romans (1:20). Yet despite all their intelligence and
scientific skills, the Gentiles refused to acknowledge
the Creator. The problem was not their inability to
see Him but their rebellious hearts, which
“suppressed the truth in unrighteousness” (1:18).
This is one of the most helpful truths I learned while
working with creationists at the Creation Museum
several years ago. God is revealing Himself
everywhere, all the time. He’s not just whispering but
showing Himself clearly for all to see, in an infinite
number of ways.
Sometimes we get so focused on finding evidences of
“irreducibly complex” designs to prove God—like
the microscopic motors on bacteria’s flagella—that
we lose sight of the big picture.
God’s revelation is not limited to a few engineering
tricks that only specialists can see. No, He has plainly
revealed His nature and glory throughout the universe
so that no human would miss them. Indeed, we were
made to look for emanations of His glory and to
glorify Him.
Psalm 19 suggests the universality of God’s
revelation through nature. The Creator communicates
His glory without regard to language or intelligence;
it is not restricted to—or even primarily understood
by—science. Even a child can intuitively see God’s
beauty, harmony, love, and order.

That was the purpose of the “Forest amid the Trees”
article. It restates the theme of the museum’s
culminating “design” exhibit, called Communities.
God’s wonders are clearly seen, not just in the
design of natural laws, the elements, the stars, DNA,
cells, or individual species but also in the fully
functioning systems and relationships necessary for
life. A watch’s beauty lies not just in the individual
metal parts but in how well it runs.
We Christians need to be careful not to get lost in
the details. When we talk to others about our Creator
and Savior, it is a mistake to assume they don’t
know about God (Psalm 14:1). They don’t have to
be “wowed” with obscure scientific facts.
Everywhere they turn, creation shouts God’s glory
(see Psalm 98:7–9).
In a sense, we simply need to remind people about
the things they already know. As Paul reminded the
Athenians, they were already aware that God made
them and they owed their lives to Him (Acts 17:23–
30). God made us to worship Him (John 4:23), but
we have suppressed our knowledge of Him,
choosing to worship the trees instead of the One who
made them (Romans 1:23–25). We are without
excuse, deserving the Creator’s wrath.
That fact sets the stage for sharing the gospel. God
knew we would turn from Him, so He delivered up
His sinless Son to hang on a tree, suffering His
wrath in our place. Our primary job as Christians is
not to prove God’s design of trees and other created
things. Our goal is to point sinners back to the
Creator who became the Savior.
~ Mike Matthews, A nswers Magazine

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Genesis 2:4b-22
What is God’s ultimate purpose in life for man? How do
we know this? What is one of the two things mentioned
in 2:5 that had not yet grown? What are the two reasons
God gives that these two things not yet grown? Man is
honored because he is made in God’s image. What about
man’s origin should keep him humble? What about
Adam's original person in his outward image made him
like God? What are some of the characteristics of the
Garden of Eden? How was it watered? Why is the
Chinese word 'to forbid' so appropriate describing the
scene of the forbidden tree? Why did God put the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil in the Garden of Eve?
What can we learn from this on how God wants us to live
our lives? Foundations for Freedom
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 139:13-16
How does it make you feel when someone obviously
takes the time to really get to know you? Why does God
know you so well? When did God first establish a
relationship with each of us? Why does David thankfully
praise God? What does this verse tell you about how you
should view our own existence? What things about
yourself do you have difficulty accepting, even to the
point of questioning your Creator? Is there anything in the
Psalm that helps you in this dilemma? Source Unknown

The forest is not merely an expression or
representation of sacredness, nor a place
to invoke the sacred; the forest is
sacredness itself. Nature is not merely
created by God, nature is God. Whoever
moves within the forest can partake
directly of sacredness, experience
sacredness with his entire body, breath
sacredness and contain it within himself,
drink the sacred water as a living
communion, bury his feet in
sacredness, open his eyes and witness the
burning beauty of sacredness.
~ Richard Nelson

____3rd Reading: Acts 17:22-28
How does Paul begin his message to the philosophers?
What important principle can we learn for witnessing to
those who differ greatly from our beliefs? What aspect of
God’s character is Paul referring to? Why is this important
to understanding God and salvation? Think about the
nature of God. What do we know about Him? How can we
know this? Where does God dwell? What does God need
from us? What are some of the sovereign choices God has
made for you and your life? Take some time to praise God
for His wonderful creation and for His sovereign control
over all. Bible Church of Cabot

Praying Toward Sunday
Dear God, intimate Creator and Friend,
long ago you breathed life into me.
You blessed me with DNA and fingerprints,
family and personality,
interests and personal freedom.
I am filled with wonder and awe.
Your Spirit calls me to be the one you intimately
created,
the one uniquely blessed, the one true self I am.
I cannot escape this call. I cannot escape you.
Your gaze, ever loving, ever yearning, is upon me.
Be close, see me, form me,
and help me to love the me you intimately created.
Amen.
God in All Things

____4th Reading: John 3:1-16
Before you became a Christian, were you pro-religion,
neutral, or anti-religion? What made you open to hearing
the Gospel and inviting Christ to be your Savior? Why did
Nicodemus want to visit Jesus? What does the fact that he
was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews tells us specifically
about Nicodemus? Why did Nicodemus come to visit Jesus
at night? What does Nicodemus already know about Jesus?
What had Jesus been doing that made Nicodemus curious?
What is Jesus’ message to Nicodemus? Does Jesus address
a question that Nicodemus has asked, or does he already
know what Nicodemus needs to hear? Is it possible to see
the Kingdom of God without being born again? Is Jesus’
message to Nicodemus relevant to you and your life? Eagle
Christian Church

