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 Chasm of Conscience 
 
Of course the chasm divides us here and now. A chasm in 
education, opportunities, justice, access to healthy food 
and clean water. Today is Judgment Day! 
 
But what if we don't care? What if we have no conscience 
at all? 
 
Martin Luther writes, 
 
Therefore we conclude that the bosom of Abraham 
signifies nothing else than the Word of God, …. the hell 
here mentioned cannot be the true hell that will begin on 
the day of judgment. For the corpse of the rich man is 
without doubt not in hell, but buried in the earth; it must 
however be a place where the soul can be and has no 
peace, and it cannot be corporal. Therefore it seems to 
me, this hell is the conscience, which is without faith and 
without the Word of God, in which the soul is buried and 
held until the day of judgment, when they are cast down 
body and soul into the true and real hell. Church Postil 
1522-3[12] 
 
Conscience may move me to activism to strive for justice 
and sacrifice to seek peace -  assuming I have a conscience 
at all. But if I keep myself from seeing Lazarus at the gate, 
or choose to ignore him, my conscious need not trouble 
me. 
 
Chasms form not only between rich and poor, but over 
religion, politics, customs, access to knowledge.  
 
There is only one way to achieve happiness 
   on this terrestrial ball, 
and that is to have either a clear conscience 
   or none at all. - Ogden Nash 
 
 

My Own Chasm of Conscience 
 
I went to a party recently and all the drinks were served in 
non-recycalble plastic cups. I was shocked.  
 
Giant swirls of broken down plastic poison the world's 
oceans and the creatures within it up and down the food 
chain. It's raining micro plastics in the arctic, on 
mountaintops in Colorado, anyplace where such tests are 
done. Once you know this, your conscience is forever raw. 
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Some plastic purchases I can't avoid. But where does the 
plastic go when I throw it away? Some gets recycled. But 
the oceans get worse and naturalists from Jane Goodall to 
Sylvia Earle won't eat fish. Ever. 
 
I feel privileged to have lived and worked with people for 
whom the purchase, the care of, and the disposal of 
material goods is carefully discerned. Such small 
sacrifices! But the awareness of our American profligate 
lifestyle - even when we're trying - is painful. 
 
The clothes I'm wearing right now? Who made them, and 
where, and under what conditions? 
 
And my wonderful computer and cell phone - have I made 
reparation for the direct link to war in Central Africa for 
the coltan (columbite-tantalite) necessary to create my 
communication toys? And what of that evil weapon of this 
war in particular- mass rapes of women. What can I do? At 
least I can begin with awareness and prayer and support of 
those helping at the women's hospitals in DRC (Congo) 
and keep in touch through activists and medical personnel 
serving them. It isn't much, and it doesn't feel good, and 
self-righteousness does not enter into it. 
 
Okay, I'm sparing you reading my lists of other guilts I 
carry just by virtue of enjoying this culture of consumption 
and waste. Of course I'm a consumer down to my 
bourgeois bones. The chasm between Dives and Lazarus is 
in me. 
 
Why do I go out of my way to know these things when I 
could have a clear conscience by not knowing? (So easy in 
our culture!) Why would I rather know and feel guilty and 
miserable than not know and accept what is easy and at 
hand? I suppose it has to do with being alive. I want to be 
alive. I want to continually wake to Reality. It has to do 
with human responsibility. And I suppose it has to do with 
love. I share this human adventure 
for good and evil. But I'd better 
know the evil if I'm luxuriating in 
the good. 
 
If I strive to discern truth, I can 
gather my guilt and pain into my 
prayer and present at least this 
pathetic little offering from my 
heart to the bosom of Abraham. 
 
~ Suzanne Guthrie,  
    At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=281
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper21c.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
 

Is this text a message for individuals, or does it address 
the wider community? Why?  When have you felt "the 
armies of the empire" camped outside your "city walls"?  

What ought to be the response of individuals and 
churches to a prophetic text?  When have you seen hope 
in the midst of despair?  When has God "vetoed" your 

anxiety?  Weekly Seeds 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16  

Where do you go when you need a safe place? Do you 

have a safe place you plan to go to if there is a disaster?  
These days we are advised to be prepared for future 
disruption of our normal life. What can we do to prepare 

for spiritual shelter when we experience trouble?  In 
verses 1 & 2, what four names of God does the psalmist 
use? When talking to God, do you ever use these names?  

What does it mean to dwell in the shelter of the Most 
High?  Notice in verses 5 & 6 it talks about darkness and 
light. What can we deduct from this about God’s 

uninterrupted care?  What two keys to deliverance are 
given in verse 14?  What description is given of the 
refuge God promises to provide?  In what ways can we be 

a refuge to others?  Eagle Christian Church 

____3rd Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19  
 

How do you feel about the saying that “money can’t buy 
happiness” and why?  In what ways do we include 

conversations about money in our faith development?  
Why is contentment so important, and what is the 
definition of “contentment” in this context?  Why does the 

desire for material wealth end up ensnaring many 
believers?  What do you think the writer means in saying 
that people have “stabbed themselves with many pains?”  

What are the things that are more important than material 
wealth, according to this passage, and why?   While this 
passage does not condemn wealth, as such, it does give 

instruction to those who are materially wealthy. What light 
does such instruction give to our understanding of the 
nature of contentment?  In what ways is this godly 

contentment a reflection of the life we might expect to live 
with God in eternity versus the life we lead now?  Faith 

Element 

____4th Reading: Luke 16:19-31  
 

What would you say is the first stage of Zacchaeus in this 
story? What comes next for Zacchaeus?  How does he 
show his resourcefulness?   What is the Tipping Point, the 
place Zacchaeus begins to change? What is the Turning 
Point for Zacchaeus? What is the Restitution?   What may 
be the Resolution?  What is the response of those who see 
all this? Lesson Plans that Work 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Prayer for Justice 
 

Pray for those who are hungry. 
Pray harder for those who will not feed them. 
Pray for those who struggle each week to pay their 
bills. 
Pray harder for the wealthy who do not care. 
Pray for those who are homeless. 
Pray harder for those who deny them shelter. 
Pray for the sick and lonely. 
Pray harder for those who will not give them comfort. 
Pray for those who cry out for dignity. 
Pray harder for those who will not listen. 
Pray for those oppressed by unjust wages. 
Pray harder for those who exploit them. 
Pray for those who bear the yoke of prejudice. 
Pray harder for those who discriminate against them. 
Pray for those whose basic needs are denied. 
Pray harder for public officials who cater to the 
greedy and ignore those bound unjustly. Amen. 
 

~ Rebecca Sutton, Global Women’s Exchange  

What is it that causes some people to have something 

or someone in their line of vision and yet not really 
see them? And what causes others to both have 
someone or something in their line of vision and to 

really see them? What makes the difference between 
not really seeing and seeing? We have said that this 
parable is one of several in Luke that shows us that 

the kingdom of God shows up when and where we 
least expect it. We don't expect it to show up in the 
gap between the bearable, even pleasant, or luxurious 

living conditions of some and the unbearable, 
inhumane living conditions of others. We don't expect 
it to show up in the offer of the ability to see that gap 

and move from seeing to active compassion before it 
is too late. But we ought to have learned by now that 
the kingdom of God is not a prisoner to our 

expectations.  
 

                                                              ~ an excerpt by Alyce McKenzie, Patheos 
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