
Rich Guy is not condemned for being wealthy. He’s 
condemned for ignoring the inequality, the great gulf, 
between rich and poor, and for not acting. Lazarus, the 
very symbol of poverty, is given a place of honor in 
God’s kingdom at death. 

No matter our social and financial status, we all have 
responsibility for the other. A cautionary tale, this parable 
pushes us to see and hear the suffering of the poor and to 
cross that enormous gulf that exists between people, 
between communities. To see the poor and the sick as 
people with names, not just some jumble of faces. To 
name the injustices and illnesses they deal with. To reach 
out while we’re all still living, because it is the only 
chance we have to try and make things right. 

Naming people and their situations gives them 
significance and reminds us that we have a responsibility 
toward all our fellow human beings. 

Doing nothing is not an option. 

~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Naming and Named 

There may be no biblical story that so pointedly 
condemns what we today call income inequality. A story 
that disturbs the conscience. That disturbance is the 
essence of this passage—a troubling that reaches even 
beyond the grave. 

Interestingly, it’s the poor man who is given a name, 
while the rich man remains nameless. There are so many 
biblical stories where characters are unnamed. A 
Syrophoenician woman. A man born blind. Tax 
collectors. Sinners. Lepers. People who are considered 
unimportant to a community don’t have memorable 
names. 

But in this parable, Jesus chooses to give Lazarus a name 
and to let the rich man remain nameless. Turning things 
upside down. 

Not only is the beggar Lazarus named by Jesus, his 
condition is also vividly and horribly named and 
described. He’s covered with sores and is so weak he 
can’t shoo away the dogs that gather to lick them. We 
can assume that his illness is either caused by or 
exacerbated by his poverty and poor nutrition. Perhaps he 
doesn’t have access to bathing, or to basic health care. 
Maybe he is homeless, and exposure to the elements has 
increased his vulnerability to illness. 

Rich Guy knows Lazarus. Knows him by name. And yet, 
he passes Lazarus every day as dogs lick the sores of the 
poor, hungry, ill one. He passes Lazarus and sees every 
day the evidence of income inequality, the lack of health 
care and food and shelter. 

He passes Lazarus and does nothing. 

When both Lazarus and Rich Guy die, the latter asks to 
have Lazarus come and give him comfort. Yes, the one 
who provided no comfort to the visible suffering of 
another while alive, requests comfort from that same 
other. Now suffering the torment of his own failure and 
faithlessness, he still doesn’t get it. Why is there a great 
chasm between him and Lazarus in death? Because there 
was a great chasm in life, a chasm that the wealthy one 
could have crossed any time he entered or left his home 
and saw a sick, poverty-stricken man who was hungry. 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
 

What caused the people to persecute Jeremiah when he 
brought words of prophecy from God? Are people any 
different today? Why did God ask Jeremiah to buy a field 
that he was going to lose anyway? Imagine yourself in a 
similar situation, how would you respond? Was God too 
severe in His judgment towards Israel? Did God warn 
them about the consequences of their sin? How do many 
unconverted people look upon God today? Apostolic 
Christian Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 

 

When you think about or visualize a refuge, what comes 
to mind? What are some of the metaphors and similes 
used to express God’s protection in this psalm? What 
does the psalmist mean when he says that no harm will 
befall the man who trusts in God? How much do we fear 
circumstances or the things that men could do to us? Do 
we consider God to be our refuge, our strong tower, and 
our place of habitation? Are we always there, or do we 
wander away from this place of refuge? Generations 

____3rd Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
 

Take a look at some statistics about world poverty. Which 
one of these shocked you the most? Why? What does it 
mean to be content? If you were honest, what standard of 
living do you expect to be content? What did Paul 
identify as the path to great gain? How is this different 
than what contemporary culture sees as the path to great 
gain? How would you define “necessities”? How do you 
think someone in the majority world would define 
“necessities”? How do we reconcile these two 
viewpoints? What language did Paul use to describe the 
drive and desire to constantly acquire more? Is this a 
problem you treat as seriously as Paul did? Why or why 
not? How have you seen money be a destructive force in 
your own heart and life? In the lives of those you know? 
Do you think of yourself as rich by your culture’s 
standards? By the world’s standards? Why or why not? 
Coffeehouse Five Church 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 16:19-31 

 
Jesus starts out the story by saying “there was a rich man 
…” When we hear those words, who or what do we think 
of? Why? Do we ever think of ourselves as included in 
the category “rich”? Why or why not? What about 
“entitled”? “Privileged”? “Blessed”? Why or why not? 
What responsibilities, if any, go with those categories? 
How would we describe the relationship of the rich man 
and the poor man, Lazarus? What seems to have been the 
problem with it? What word or words does Jesus use to 
name the problem? Why do we think Jesus tells the story 
this way? What is Jesus telling us with this story? How is 
God’s justice portrayed in this story – or is it? What 
makes us think this? Matters of Interpretation 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord Jesus, 
you know that we are hungry for many things, 
acceptance and recognition, 
meaning and purpose, 
a sign that we are valuable. 
We are hungry for love.  
It is so easy to fill ourselves with other things, 
to pursue the love of money, 
to follow vain desires. 
In a world of great inequality, 
where Lazarus still begs at the rich man’s gate, 
give us  thankful acceptance of the gift of life, 
and recognition of the common wealth of sharing.  
 
Teach us the meaning of contentment with enough 
and a purpose not in our own needs alone 
but in the needs of others.  
 
You have given us such worth; 
fill us with your love, 
show us what really satisfies. 
 

~ Weekly Worship, Christian Aid  

Little They Think 
 
Little they think, the giddy and the vain, 
Wandering at pleasure 'neath the shady trees, 
While the light glossy silk or rustling train 
Shines in the sun or flutters in the breeze, 
How the sick weaver plies the incessant loom, 
Crossing in silence the perplexing thread, 
Pent in the confines of one narrow room, 
Where droops complainingly his cheerless head:- 
Little they think with what dull anxious eyes, 
Nor by what nerveless, thin, and trembling hands, 
The devious mingling of those various dyes 
Were wrought to answer Luxury's commands: 
But the day cometh when the tired shall rest, - 
Where weary Lazarus leans his head on Abraham's 
breast! 

Caroline Elizabeth Sarah Norton, Sonnet xiii, The Weaver,  
via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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