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 My Own Chasm of Conscience 

 
I went to a party recently and all the drinks were 
served in plastic cups. I was shocked.  
 
Giant swirls of broken down plastic poison the 
world's oceans and the creatures within it up and 
down the food chain. Once you know this, your 
conscience is forever raw. Some plastic purchases I 
can't avoid. But where does the plastic go when I 
throw it away? Some gets recycled. But the oceans 
get worse and naturalists from Jane Goodall to Sylvia 
Earle won't eat fish. Ever. 
 
I feel privileged to have lived and worked with 
people for whom the purchase, the care of, and the 
disposal of material goods is so carefully discerned. 
Such small sacrifices! But the awareness of our 
American profligate lifestyle is painful.  
 
The clothes I'm wearing right now? Who made them, 
and where, and under what conditions? 
 
And my wonderful computer and cell phone - have I 
made reparation for the direct link to war in Central 
Africa for the coltan (columbite-tantalite) necessary 
to create my communication toys? And what of that 
evil weapon of this war in particular- mass rapes of 
women. What can I do? At least I can begin with 
awareness and prayer and support of those helping at 
the women's hospitals in DRC (Congo) and keep in 
touch through activists and medical personnel serving 
them. It isn't much, though. 
 
Okay, I'm sparing you the reading my lists of other 
guilts I carry just by virtue of enjoying this culture of 
consumption and waste. (Especially about American 
food). Of course I'm a consumer down to my 
bourgeois bones. The chasm between Dives and 
Lazarus is in me. 

Why do I go out of my way to know these things 
when I could have a clear conscience by not 
knowing? (So easy in our culture!) Why would I 
rather know and feel guilty and miserable than not 
know and accept what is easy and at hand? I suppose 
it has to do with being alive. I want to be alive. I 
want to continually wake to Reality. And I suppose 
it has to do with love. I share this human adventure 
for good and evil. But I'd better know the evil if I'm 
luxuriating in the good. 
 
If I strive to discern truth, I can gather my guilt and 
pain into my prayer and present at least this pathetic 
little offering from my heart to the bosom of 
Abraham. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 

 
September 25, 2016  
Proper 21C / Ordinary 26C / Pentecost +19  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 ◦ Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16  
◦ 1 Timothy 6:6-19 ◦ Luke 16:19-31  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=281
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper21c.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
 

Is this text a message for individuals, or does it address 
the wider community? Why?  When have you felt "the 
armies of the empire" camped outside your "city walls"?  
What ought to be the response of individuals and 
churches to a prophetic text?  When have you seen hope 
in the midst of despair?  When has God "vetoed" your 
anxiety?  Weekly Seeds 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16  

 
In your mind's eye, what do angels look like? What do 
they spend their time doing?  What threatens the security 
of the believer, even those who take refuge in God?  Is the 
godly believer protected from calamity and sorrow, or is 
he promised God's presence amidst terrible 
circumstances? What is the basis for the psalmist's 
assurance that he will be safe and secure?  In this psalm, 
what does "my [God's] salvation” look like?  What are 
you particularly anxious about these days, for which God 
is waiting on you to call his name and acknowledge your 
need?  How can you make God your dwelling place, your 
refuge, your shield in times of trouble?  Quiet Time Bible 
Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19  
 

What do you believe is the place of money in the life of a 
Christian?  According to verses 6-8, how are we to find 
contentment?  In your own words, how would you explain 
Paul's teaching on riches in verses 9-10?  What was Paul 
commanding Timothy to do in this context?  How is Christ 
pictured in verses 13-16?  Describe how you have seen 
Christians use riches to do good work.  What has God 
entrusted to your care, and how do you guard it?  Quiet 
Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 16:19-31  

 
Think about the different places and ways that the Bible 
addresses our obligation to help the poor.  Why do you 
think this is such an important theme in scripture?  How 
does Jesus contrast these two men during their earthly 
lives, and how does Jesus show that their positions have 
been completely switched?  Do you think the Rich Man 
even noticed Lazarus during his lifetime? How do we 
know? What difference does this knowledge make as we 
try to understand the story?  Do Abraham’s replies to the 
Rich Man seem harsh? Are we supposed to feel sorry for 
the Rich Man, or identify with him in some way?   
Remember that the Rich Man’s relationship with Lazarus 
was not one-time – they would have seen each other every 
day. Where has a Lazarus shown up in your life, and is 
she/he still there today? How might God be prompting you 
to change your attitude or behavior?  Faith Element 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Father, thank you for your blessings. Give me a 
heart for the poor and suffering. Please strip 
away the calluses that I build up to protect 
myself from their pain. Please let me love the 
poor as Jesus loved them and loves them now. 
Please let my Bible knowledge be a blessing for 
me, not a curse. Let me be Jesus' disciple in 
deeds. In his righteous name, I pray. Amen.  
 

Jesus Walk 

 
Who are the singular faces in our own settings 
that bring the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus alive for us in new and unsettling ways? 
What are their unique stories? How can we name 
and overcome our indifference—unintentional 
though it may be—to their suffering, their 
desperate need?  
 
... the isolation created by wealth is done away 
with in the reign of God where we touch and are 
touched by those around us, where borders and 
barriers and all manner of divisions are broken 
down. 
 
In this, the “great chasm” has already been 
bridged by the one who, in exposing the poverty 
of riches and the hell of loneliness, invites all of 
us into relationship and fullness of life. 

 
An excerpt from The Hell of Loneliness, 

Debra Dean Murphy  
There is only one way to achieve happiness 
   on this terrestrial ball,  
and that is to have either a clear conscience 
   or none at all.                     - Ogden Nash  
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