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Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings
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The readings this week:
◦ Exodus 16:2-15 ◦ Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
◦ Philippians 1:21-30 ◦ Matthew 20:1-16
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures
The people are grumbling, complaining and turning inwards in
their self-pity. They are not getting what they want. They are
being asked to endure hardship so severe that it seems to them
to be a denial of their trust in those who lead them. Ultimately
of course their attitude calls into question the nature of their
faith and trust in God. Collectively they are on the verge of
giving up. It is into this unholy mess that God speaks. It is in
this period of severe identity crisis for the people of God that
God acts.
"You shall see the glory of the Lord.” Exodus 16:7 This is the
message of Moses and Aaron, and what a bold one it is too. In
context it is a brave tactic which raises the stakes as high as they
can possibly go. Together they put their faith on the line and
challenge their people to do likewise. They expect God to act
and they expect to see what God does. God does not disappoint
any of them.
God is present in a majestic and astonishing demonstration of
divine purpose. Looking at the borderline incomprehensible isness of Ursula von Rydingsvard ’s awesome cedarwood
sculptures on display in the grounds of the Yorkshire Sculpture
Park one has a sense of what the Book of Exodus is attempting
to portray. Towering over their surroundings the pieces define
the meaning of ‘out of the ordinary’. They simply 'are’. They
are present. They are amongst and alongside. Comprehension is
secondary to that primary and primal response. As inspiring as
they are mystifying, these works of art dominate the scene and
draw one’s attention.
God overawed the people in a moment of presence which was
potent, powerful, primary and primal. In a sense this epiphanic
demonstration pressed the reset button on their faith and
restored the relationships that had gone so terribly awry. The
glory of the Lord so manifested restored God to the place that
only God could and should occupy. God wasn’t theirs to do
with as they pleased; they were God’s whom God delighted to
bless and through whom God delighted to bless others.
But when the promised gift comes they do not recognize it for
what it is. It is beyond their experience. The pathway to survival
that God provides is totally novel. "W hen the Israelites saw it,
they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know
what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord
has given you to eat.” Exodus 16:15
God’s glory breaks through their limited vision and inhibited
faith with a freshness that is just stunning. This is what God is
doing today.

When we rediscover 'the glory of the Lord’ and put our faith
and trust in God, God provides hope, sustenance and blessing
in ways and in places that we did not expect. God takes us
beyond what we know, beyond the familiar, and offers us
manna in places of God’s choosing. God calls us to move to
where the blessings are. And when it comes to doing church
that means leaving the old ways and understandings behind to
seek out the manna that is mission. As Jesus makes so clear,
the bread of heaven that is the Kingdom of God is meant to
nourish the poor and sustain the oppressed in acts of radical
generosity.
And Grace is radically generous. God’s Grace is always more
than enough, more than we deserve, more than we could ever
hope to receive. It is stunning in scale. The massive wooden
sculpture of a spoon by Ursula von Rydingsvard challenges us
to be outlandishly generous in our conception of what God
intends. This is not a tiny teaspoon. It is preposterously big
when measured against the person standing beside it. And that
is surely the point that Jesus wants to reinforce in the minds of
his disciples.
The story that Jesus tells about the laborers being hired to
work in the vineyard dares the church to follow suit and
demonstrate the astonishing grace of God amongst and for
those who are most in need of it. "A m I not allowed to do what
I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because
I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.” Matthew 20:15-16
Jesus teaches as he lives: here is love with no strings attached.
Massive dollops of unconditional love shared out without
reserve are central to his personification of God’s Kingdom. In
following suit his disciples and the church are to embody this
grace with no strings attached too. Another of Ursula von
Rydingsvard ’s pieces makes this point beautifully.
As Paul so succinctly puts it: "live your life in a manner
worthy of the gospel of Christ " Philippians 1:27. Faith
festooned with conditional and limiting 'if’s, buts and maybe’s'
is not the clean sweep that the gospel envisages. A grudgingly
offered teaspoon of attention cannot convey the life-sized
blessings that grace yearns to gift
If we truly want to see the glory of the Lord we have to
prepare ourselves to be astonished.
~ David Perry, Imagining the Lectionary
Click on the above link to see photos of the artwork

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Exodus 16:2-15
When the children of Israel depart from Elim, where does
the Lord lead them? What is their situation and what is
their reaction? What does the Lord promise to do for His
people? What instruction does the Lord give His people
with regard to gathering the manna? What happens when
they disregard His instruction? What is He teaching
them? How does the Lord react to the people’s
grumbling? What commandment does the Lord give His
people in Exodus 16:32-34? Why does He give this
commandment? Bible Study Courses
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
In verses 1-6, what does the psalmist call the people of
Israel (seed of Abraham and children of Jacob) to do?
Which response to God needs the most attention in your
life and what can you do to improve in that area? How
did God care for and provide for Israel in the wilderness?
Why did God do these things? What was the reaction of
the people? What was to be Israel’s proper response to
receiving the land God had given? How should you
respond to God’s goodness and blessings in your life?
What good blessing has God given you for which you
need to pause right now to express your gratefulness and
praise to Him? Monday Night Bible Study

ALL OF GRACE
Matthew 20: 1-16

Like sun that shines the same on every face,
both vineyard and the work, the owner’s gift.
We learn at end of day it’s all of grace.
Upon the earth each person has their place
as surely as each star its nightly shift,
and sunlight falls the same on every face.
By mercy we’re all winners of the race;
by mercy every lowly gets a lift:
by mercy do we learn it’s all of grace.
God’s vineyard spans the globe; there’s lots of
space
for all who hear God’s call to heal its rifts
like sunlight chasing pain from every face.
Let none begrudge the width of God’s embrace
which reaches from the safe to those adrift.
We learn at end of day it’s all of grace.
Until our human love can keep apace
with God’s, may labour be a sharing of the gift
that shines like sun the same on every face.
At end of day, we praise: it’s all of grace.
~ Andrew King, A Poetic Kind of Place

____3rd Reading: Philippians 1:21-30

Praying Toward Sunday
Liberating God,
we seek your journey.
With parted waters,
set us free.
With cloud and fire,
guide us.
With gushing waters,
quench our thirst.
With food from heaven,
feed us.
Draw us out with joy and singing,
that we might know your ways. Amen.
~ Ministry Matters

What does Paul say will be the source of his deliverance?
Paul knows he has two options—he’s going to live or he’s
going to be executed. What is his goal for each? What do
you think Paul means when he says “to live is Christ and to
die is gain”? Based on your current commitment level,
how would you handle being punished for your faith in
Christ? Why is Paul convinced that he will live through
this imprisonment? Teen Sunday School
____4th Reading: Matthew 20:1-16

Which of the hired men do you most closely identify with,
those hired early or those hired late? Why? Define the term
“grace” in your own words. How is it different than “fair”?
If God treated us fairly, what would we get from Him?
What is required of us to receive God’s grace? How would
you answer the person who says that offering people God’s
grace for free makes it cheap? What are some specific
examples of God’s grace in your life? Grace Bible Church

