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Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s Sermon Series at FCC Puyallup

September 17, 2017
Seasons of Creation: Wilderness Sunday
The readings this week:
◦ Joel 1:8-10, 17-20 ◦ Psalm 18:6-19
◦ Romans 8:18-27 ◦ Matthew 3:13 – 4:2
Wondering Through the Wilderness
When we took our kids back outback the six year old
did not travel well, until we visited Trephina Gorge.
Suddenly he was back to taking the lead, climbing rocks
with disregard to gravity and safety, and all the rattiness
was replaced by his normal good humour. My wife
said, "It's the gorge walls! He has boundaries around
him again."
The long roads of the endlessly wide desert had
removed all the borders of his normal experience.
This is what wilderness does.
Wilderness is disconcerting in its difference from our
domestic suburbs. Wilderness means we are not "at
home." There is a sense in which wilderness for a desert
dweller means coming to the city; we were profoundly
discomforted by our first months living back in
Adelaide after years in Central Australia.
Wilderness can also describe the inner disconnection
that follows when we are separated from our habitual,
ordered ways of thinking. To reject the normally
accepted, "easy" answers of society, or church, or
upbringing, can disconcert and terrify us as thoroughly
as being lost in featureless desert or dense bushland.
But wilderness is ultimately about remoteness; it is
"proper desert," to use a term I learned at Ernabella.
You could fall and die, and lie undiscovered for
decades, in Cobbler Creek or at Morialta. (These are
semi wild areas inside the wider Adelaide metropolitan
area.) What makes wilderness "wild" is its distance and
separation from domesticated land. In the wilderness we
are alone.
Wilderness opens us up to the experience of God…
The desert places open us up. They disconcert us, even
destroy us. Wilderness is the place of "the devil." We
are faced with ourselves. All the supports and
distractions are gone. Life is raw. You can go mad in
the desert; an acquaintance said of the legendarily
unpredictable owner of a remote outback roadhouse,
"He had been there too long."

Wilderness forces us to see the suffering of life. It will
not let us pretend that life is basically "pretty good."
Wilderness sits us in crowded, open wards, where
people are dying. It walks beside us through the long
bleak corridors back to the street, telling us there is
nothing we can do.
Wilderness is also the place of God. Wilderness is
where we find God not in the earthquake, not in the
fire, but in a still small voice. Indeed, wilderness is
itself a raw poetry of God.
Safe and conventional religion drowns out the still
small voice, and its distractions blind us to the
presence of God. Domesticated life is satisfied with
small entertainments and minor earth tremors.
Most of all, in light of our current climate crisis——
wilderness puts us in our place. Wilderness— physical,
wild, unbuilt places— shows us how small we are.
When we are not in the pretentious controlled
environment of an air-conditioned office, we learn our
place in the world.
In the wilderness we learn to be afraid of God and, to
be enthralled by the love of God. I begin to understand
how Paul finds the unconditional love he calls grace
present in a Divine which judges.
Nature will not be denied.
They say we must treat her with care or she will be
destroyed. They are wrong. We may well destroy the
conditions we need to survive. But nature and life will
go on, despite us, and without us. The only question is
how much we wish to remain a part of things.
"Let's be clear. The planet is not in jeopardy. We are
in jeopardy. We haven't got the power to destroy the
planet - or to save it. But we might have the power to
save ourselves." Ian Malcolm in Jurassic Park
~ An excerpt from
Wondering Through
The Wilderness by
Andrew Prior

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Joel 1:8-10, 17-20
Describe the destruction of the land within these verses.
Do you think there where people of Joel’s day that
explained this judgment away based on their naturalistic
worldview? In other words, do you think some tried to
explain what was going on in purely scientific categories?
What is the most frightening image of natural destruction
that could be imagined in our era? Do you think God still
uses nature as a means to bring about His judgment
today? How have we had an impact on some of the
destruction we experience in our world today? What are
some of the scientific facts that are impacting our world?
How can we have a positive impact on our wilderness and
lands? Radicalexperiment.org, Listening for God
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 18:6-19
In these verses David describes God’s deliverance
through a thunderstorm. This could be a poetic
description to tell in general of God’s awesome power in
rescuing His people. Or it could refer to an actual battle,
not recorded in Scripture, where David was about to be
defeated by a powerful enemy, but in response to his
prayer, God sent a thunderstorm that sent the enemy army
into confusion and gave David the victory. But, David
didn’t say, “Wow, I sure was lucky! A thunderstorm hit at
just the right moment and I defeated my enemy!” David
knew God’s way of delivering His people. David was
very clear that it was God who rescued him, not his own
strength or cleverness. What motivated David to write
this song of praise to the Lord? What images or mental
pictures did David use to describe the Lord? What is the
major theme of this poem? How did God help David?
What did the Lord deliver David from? Does God still
deliver us today? What does this look like? Bible.org,
MyCCM.com

Wild Geese
You do not have to be good.
You do not have to walk on your knees
for a hundred miles through the desert, repenting.
You only have to let the soft animal of your body
love what it loves.
Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine.
Meanwhile the world goes on.
Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain
are moving across the landscapes,
over the prairies and the deep trees,
the mountains and the rivers.
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air,
are heading home again.
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,
the world offers itself to your imagination,
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting–
over and over announcing your place
in the family of things.
Mary Oliver, Dream Work, 1986

____3rd Reading: Romans 8:18-27
Why does God not shelter us from difficulties in life?
Look for and describe all the things that creation is
experiencing and “doing” in verses 18-25. What changes
are in store for creation? Paul mentions the word groaning
several times in this passage. Who is groaning in these
verses and why? What is one thing that’s occurring in the
world today that makes you “groan” in frustration, anger or
desperation for something to change? Our present groan
will be followed by a future glory. How does Paul
describe our future glory? What aspects of this change are
you most looking forward to? We presently live between
the groan and the glory. This period is often marked by
suffering. Is there a situation currently in your life for
which you are longing for resolution, yet you have no more
words to express to God about it? How are you feeling
about it now? Why is it important for you to know that the
Holy Spirit “groans” with you? North Shore Community
Baptist Church

Praying Toward Sunday
Sprit of God, groaning in creation,
attune our spirits to your cries
and the cries of all creation
longing for liberation
and the renewal of planet Earth.
Amen.
~ Bible Studies, Outback Sunday

____4th Reading: Matthew 3:13 – 4:2
Who did Jesus say John the Baptist was? What did John
say about himself? (See John 1: 21 – 27) How do you
reconcile the above two statements? How does John the
Baptist mark the end of an era? What is the new era? Did
Jesus baptize? (See John 3:23; John 4:1. 16.) Why did
Jesus want to be baptized by John, since John’s baptism
was for the repentance of sins? Why was Jesus led into the
wilderness and why was He tempted? Why is it significant
that Jesus was led to the wilderness? Shoreline Christian
Church

