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The Weasel

Oh, crud…

Oh, how I love this parable. If ever there were
someone who got what they deserved, it’s this
weasel!

The weasel is me. I’ve been shown so much mercy.
SO much mercy. More mercy in fact than I’m
comfortable going into on The Internets…

He owed a debt of 10,000 talents. A talent was
equivalent to a year’s wage.

Who am I to judge another? Why can’t I have mercy
on this huge weasel?

In 2013 in America, the median yearly income was a
little over $51,000. So, in 2013, 10,000 talents would
be worth a little over 500 million dollars.

And, THAT’S what this passage is about. Mercy.
Extravagant, ridiculous, over-the-top mercy.
Not just on the undeserving, but ESPECIALLY on
the undeserving. (Mercy wouldn’t be mercy if it
were somehow earned…)

Imagine opening up a bill for that.
And then imagine that debt being forgiven. Wouldn’t
you be a little relieved? Perhaps even a little
overjoyed? Maybe you’d want to pass it on?
Not our little weasel, though. After being forgiven
500 million, another slave owed him about 18
thousand dollars. And he seized him, and had him
thrown into jail.

It’s so easy to want to climb on top of another. It’s
so easy to want to claim the higher ground, and
proclaim myself better than someone else.

But, that is not the way of Jesus. Jesus’ way is the
way of mercy.
~ Rick Morley,
a garden path

When the Master, who had forgiven the half billion
heard about this injustice he had him seized and
tortured, until he could repay the debt, which was of
course…never!
Isn’t it delicious! The weeping! The gnashing! O, the
justice!!
But then these words of a Jesus haunt me…
Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’

And, THAT’S what this passage is
about. Mercy. Extravagant,
ridiculous, over-the-top mercy.
Not just on the undeserving,
but ESPECIALLY on the undeserving.
(Mercy wouldn’t be mercy if
it were somehow earned…)

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Exodus 14:19-31
When was the last time you found yourself in a “fight or
flight” situation? What was going on? What did you do?
Looking back now, is there anything you would do
differently? Have you read this story before? What stands
out to you in these verses? What is the significance of
verses 19-20? What about verse 25? Why is that an
important verse in this passage? Can you think of a time
when you were filled with faith and confidence in God
like the Israelites in verse 31? What was going on? When
you face a crisis, is your first instinct to turn to God, to
take action yourself or to turn to someone else for help?
Why? When you are filled with fear and doubt do you cry
out to God? What if one reason that we don’t know what
to do when we face hard times is because we haven’t
asked God? Source Unknown

None of us is perfect, but we can perfect
the art of learning from our past mistakes,
and we can perfect the art of selfforgiveness. This is how we grow and
change, and, ultimately, begin anew.
~ Desmond and Mpho Tutu , “The Book of Forgiving”
via At The Edge of Enclosure, Suzanne Guthrie

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 114
What are your thoughts about God when you consider the
events presented in this psalm? How does this encourage
you in your walk with the Lord? What events would you
discuss if you were writing a psalm about your own life of
how God has protected and provided for you? Share your
psalm with another believer. How might you use your
psalm in sharing the Lord with someone who does not
know Christ? Second Baptist Church

____3rd Reading: Romans 14:1-12

Praying Toward Sunday
Most Holy Friend, we pray that you will overwhelm
us with your beauty and leave our mind and soul
agape with wonder. For until we are overwhelmed,
we paddle around in the puddle of our scatty
knowledge, our scrappy faith, and our tatty love.
We need to experience more awe, and maybe shiver a
little with wonder, and find ourselves right out of our
depth.
We need to sense your glory and discover ourselves
smiled at by a love which is brighter that all the suns
in the universe, and deeper that the immensities of
outer space.
We pray for that fear which is more like a mighty
reverential love; for that trembling of our souls which
is the beginning of wisdom and the source of sane
worship. Through Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen!

~ Bruce Pewer

What differences with others do you find you have a hard
time overcoming? What kind of people are we told to
accept? What condition is put upon the way we accept
them? How would you describe the two kinds of people
and their faith as mentioned in Romans 14:2? What does
Paul ask both groups to do? What is the main point of his
question in Romans 14:4? Paul goes from speaking about
foods to what topic? How would you escribe the two
views Christians have toward treating certain days as holy
days? In what ways do you see judgment and disunity
getting in the way of the work of the church? Foundations
for Freedom, Sermon that Work

____4th Reading: Matthew 18:21-35
What would you put on a list of the most difficult things to
forgive? What happens to people who can’t forgive and
just want revenge? Why was Peter so pleased with himself
as he asked his question and suggested his answer? In the
story Jesus want on to tell, why did the King cancel the
debt and let this guy go? How could this guy in Jesus’
story be so mean to someone who owed him a few dollars?
So – what is the point of Jesus’ story? What do you make
of Jesus’ warning in v35? . If you really grasp God’s
forgiveness of you through the Lord Jesus, you’ll become a
person who forgives. Why do we sometimes find this so
hard? Anglican Church of Noosa

