First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)

Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings

September 16, 2018
Proper 19B/Ordinary 24B/Pentecost +17
The readings this week:
◦ Proverbs 1:20-33 ◦ Psalm 19
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Flame Thrower
As we saw in the first chapter of James’s epistle,
James is writing to a community in conflict. People
are fighting, people are arguing, and things are not
going well. As we saw in the second chapter of the
epistle, the argument is over the bigotry of class
distinction.
What becomes clear very early on in the third chapter
is that the fighting is intense. People are speaking in
anger, using words that pierce and hurt.
James says that such speech is like arson. It sets
things on fire. And some things that burn down can
never be rebuilt.

Oftentimes, when counseling people in relationships,
I ask them to consider what may be going on in the
other person’s life. Perhaps they are going through a
rough spell. Perhaps there is a lot of change going on,
and therefore maybe THAT’S why they’ve said this
horrible thing.
I try and give others the benefit of the doubt all the
time. I suppose I don’t always, but I do try.
But, James doesn’t go there at all.
In a return to the first chapter, he seems to be saying
once again, “Be slow to speak.” Choose your words
carefully.
Because when you remember how deeply your words
can cut, if spoken wrongly, you might just be gentler.

I’ve said before that the Letter of James is
preeminently a practical letter. It gives practical
advice to everyday situations.

And, a gentler community of brothers and sisters in
Christ goes a long, long way in not setting
relationships and churches on fire.

And, really, it doesn’t get any more practical than
this.

Have there been moments in your ministry where a
harsh word set your church on fire?

How many of us know relationships that have
completely broken down because one person spoke a
harsh word to another? How many of us know
churches that were completely turned upside-down
because one person said something to someone else?
Offense may not have been meant at all. But, that
doesn’t matter.
Words hurt. Words tear things down. And, words
can’t be unspoken, once they’ve been spoken.
I find it interesting here that James doesn’t address
the listeners. He doesn’t admonish people to listen
charitably. He doesn’t ask people to constantly give
others the benefit of the doubt.
No pleas to give loud-mouths a wide berth.

~ rick morley, a garden path

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Proverbs 1:20-33
What do you make of the fact that Wisdom is personified
as a woman? Why do you think this was a common image
in the ancient world, despite the low status of women in
their cultures? In this allegory, Wisdom’s speech is made
publicly in the city. Is the “voice of Wisdom” really that
easy to hear? What other voices might compete with hers?
Is it true that many people would rather remain in their
folly than to follow wisdom? What are the consequences
of ignoring Wisdom? Do they seem harsh? Does Wisdom
bring about these consequences herself? If not, who
does? Verses 28-29 seem particularly merciless. Where
are repentance and grace in this passage? Do they not
apply once we’ve reached a certain point? The way of
Wisdom is directly equated with the ways of God. Is it
fair to say that all true wisdom and knowledge lead to
God? What does it mean today for us to follow the way
of Wisdom – the way of the Lord? Faith Element

The cross of Christ is like a well-cut
diamond. Turn it in the sun and you get a
variety of colors and sparkles. Among other
things, it brings out the price of true love, the
power of vulnerability to bring about
community, the presence of God within human
suffering, how death washes things clean, how
death can be triumph, how one is tempted to
cry out in despair just before triumph, and
especially how God loves us unconditionally.
–Ron Rolheiser O.M.I.m Forgotten Among the Lilies:
Learning to Love Beyond Our Fears, 2005, via Suzanne
Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 19
What is the most amazing thing you have ever seen in
nature? What did you conclude about God as you gazed at
his creation? How has your understanding of God as
Creator of the world helped you worship him? How has
this understanding given you strength and stability as a
Christian? How often does creation reveal God? Where
does creation reveal God? Is there any place or any time
that creation does not speak to God’s existence? How is
God revealed through Scripture? What has he told man
about himself through the written word? Why is nature
alone not enough to help man fully understand God?
David says that the Word of God can lead to blessing in
our life when we follow it. What two things does he
specifically say the Word of God will do for man? What
does David say about God in the last line of this Psalm?
How has God demonstrated his steadfast faithfulness to
you? Can you say, along with David, that God is a Rock?
Eagle Christian Church

Praying Toward Sunday
...That we can glimpse you
within creation is a beautiful thought
but also tells us
that you desire to be seen
to be found and known
Open our eyes, Lord
as we walk through this world
feel the wind and sunshine
see the majesty of creation unfolding before our eyes
Help us
to see you
~ an excerpt, copyright © John Birch, Faith and W orship

____3rd Reading: James 3:1-12
Why does James first reference teachers in the church
when addressing the power of words? What is significant
about the way we talk? What similarities does the tongue
have to a horse’s bit, a ship’s rudder, and a spark of fire?
What damage does the tongue causes? What is so difficult
about taming the tongue? Why does James condemn
hypocrisy in our speech? What are common ways that we
sin with our speech? Why are sins in our speech often
overlooked as not serious? In what times or places can
your tongue be used for good? How can you change your
daily speech to reflect its importance in your life? Lincroft
Bible Church

____4th Reading: Mark 8:27-38
How have your perceptions of Jesus changed throughout
your spiritual journey? Why does Jesus ask for their
thoughts about His identity, instead of just telling them
who He is? Instead of only asking His disciples what they
thought, why does Jesus first ask what others are saying?
Do people answer this question much differently today?
How does Jesus respond to Peter's confession and why?
How must Christ's prediction of His suffering and death
have sounded to His disciples? Why was Jesus so harsh
with Peter, calling him "Satan" in front of the other
disciples? What does it mean to deny self and carry the
cross? What does Jesus teach here about the value of one's
soul? Intervarsity

