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Forgiving 
 
Peter the model disciple must think that he is being quite 
generous in his question to Jesus. Forgiving a fellow 
believer not once, not three times, but seven times must 
have seemed pretty magnanimous in his eyes. But of 
course, Jesus has other ideas about the nature and 
frequency of forgiveness. So, instead of seven times, 
Jesus says one must forgive seventy-seven times. In 
other words, don’t even think about putting a limit on 
how far you’re willing to go in the mercy game, because 
forgiveness Jesus-style occurs exponentially, without 
limits, without expectation, and without rationalizations. 
 
Why is it so hard for us to forgive? Jesus tells a parable 
about a slave in deep debt who receives mercy from his 
master. One would think this might have made an 
impression, yet this man who benefited from the 
generosity and mercy of another turns right around and 
acts downright stingy in not forgiving the smaller debt of 
a fellow slave. Suffice it to say, things ended badly for 
the unforgiving slave. 
 
When Martin Luther died, a slip of paper was found in 
his pocket on which these words were written: “We are 
beggars, this is true.” Yes, we all are beggars. We are not 
worthy of the forgiveness, the grace, the love, and the 
redemption we have through God in Christ Jesus. And 
there is not a single thing we can do to earn mercy or 
deserve a place at the table. Even forgiven seventy times 
seven, we are not worthy. The simple fact is that it is 
God’s nature to love. 
 
If you happen to be celebrating Holy Cross Sunday this 
week, you will hear those magnificent and beloved 
verses from the third chapter of John’s gospel: “For God 
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” 
 
God loves us. Jesus does not condemn but rather desires 
to reconcile all creation. This is “seventy times seven” 
kind of forgiveness that knows no limits. And we are 
called to practice this same radical forgiveness and 
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reconciliation as followers of Christ. It’s a mark of 
discipleship and an identifier of Christian community. 
 
So how many times are we to forgive our sister or brother? 
Don’t count. Don’t ask. Just practice forgiveness, relying 
fully on God’s grace to sustain you. It may not make 
sense, especially to the world, but that’s alright. We are all 
beggars in need of forgiveness. This is true. 
 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

 

Wisdom consists in doing the next thing that you 
have to do; doing it with your whole heart and 
finding delight in doing it.  And this delight is the 
sense of the sacred. ~ Helen Luke 

 

And what if the 'next thing' is forgiving?  Many wise 
people seemed to be saying that forgiveness is part 
of a flow of something greater than yourself. “We 
are forgiven only if we are open to forgiving, but we 
are able to forgive only in being forgiven- we get 
only by giving, and we give only by getting.” (-
Ernest Kurtz and Katherine Ketcham, The 
Spirituality of Imperfection, p. 222) And that 
quality, that substance, that divine medium of 
forgiveness is what you pass on when, 
paradoxically, you forgive. Accepting forgiveness is 
the key to the debtor's prison of resentment where 
you sit in the self-imposed, fetid debris of your life.  
 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=159
https://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2014/09/forgiveness-and-sending/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper19a.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Exodus 14:19-31 
 

How do you define, or at least describe, "faith"? What do 
you "know" with your heart? What does this story tell you 
about God? How are faith and fear related?  What 
particular thing is God calling you to do today that 
requires you to step out in faith? Weekly Seeds  

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 114  

 
What two events from Israel’s redemptive history are 
referred to in this Psalm? What are the two terms that 
define Israel (or the church), in its relationship to God? 
What does the word “hagios” mean in reference to the 
New Testament church? Why was it a blessing that Israel 
was delivered from Egypt? How might God control the 
physical elements to bring about our salvation?  What 
does He have to sovereignly ordain to see to it that we (or 
people from other nations), hear the Gospel and respond 
to it? Give several examples of how God has moved 
mountains in our times. Where is your faith?  Are you 
willing to step into the waters, assuming that God will 
either part the waters or enable you to walk on the 
waters?  What expectations do you have of God’s 
powerful work in your own life?  Generations  

____3rd Reading:  Romans 14:1-12  
 

What is opinion or conviction you hold that has become 
important in your life as a Christian?  Have you 
experienced feeling like you were “in the majority” or “in 
the minority” because of that conviction? What was that 
like? What dangers do you see for our church in this 
category of personal convictions? When was a time that 
you felt welcomed and accepted even though you may 
have disagreed with someone? How is the Lord calling you 
to live out being both ”fully convinced in your own mind” 
and “not despising or judging your brother or sister?” 
Redeemer Church   

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 18:21-35 

 
What is the context of the passage found in verse 21? The 
Jewish principle was to forgive someone up to 3 times, but 
not to go beyond that. Why was Peter proud of his 
statement, and how does Jesus’ response in verse 22 lead 
into the parable? What was Jesus saying?  The first servant 
owed a debt that equals around 2 billion dollars. Why 
would Jesus use such a large number? How does this apply 
to us?  What did the man beg for in verse 26? How did his 
master respond? What does this show you about the nature 
of forgiveness? The second servant owed the first servant a 
debt that equals around 3000 dollars. Yet, he refused to 
forgive him, even though the man said the exact same 
thing to him that he said to his master. What is Jesus trying 
to help us see here?  Why do you think Jesus wants us to 
forgive others for the wrongs they have done for us? What 
are the alternatives practiced by people who do not 
forgive? What effects does not practicing forgiveness have 
on our lives?  Grace Bible Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Forgiveness is mercy. 
Such pardon and kindness I cannot fathom. 
 
Forgiveness is unfailing love. 
Such patience and understanding I cannot 
comprehend. 
 
Forgiveness is overwhelming compassion. 
Such sympathy and warmth I cannot reciprocate. 
 
Forgiveness is the blotting out of transgressions. 
Such freedom and good will I do not deserve. 
 
Forgiveness is the washing away of my iniquities. 
Such purity and newness I cannot maintain. 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare 
your praise. 
 
Amen 
 

~ Steve Brown, Worship Ideas You Can Use  

Change of Heart 
 
The ultimate experience of forgiveness brings a 
change of heart, a metanoia of the spirit, after which 
every seeming injury, injustice, rejection, past, 
present or future, every so-called blow of fate, 
becomes, as it were, an essential note in the music of 
God, however discordant it may sound to our 
superficial hearing. And the experience excludes 
nothing- which means that in this moment of 
forgiveness all one's sins and weaknesses are 
included, being at the same time both remembered 
and known as the essential darkness which has 
revealed to us the light. 
 
-Helen M. Luke, Old Age quoted from Reconciliation 
(Liturgy Training Publications) via Suzanne Guthrie, At the 
Edge of Enclosure 
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