
of his life, and completely unaware that he was even lost 
in the first place. 

I can relate to the stories Jesus tells in this week’s gospel. 
Indeed, we could have shouted from the top of the 
Superdome “Rejoice with us, for we have found the 
teenager that we had lost!” How precious was the sight of 
that  child! Anyone who has ever worked with and 
traveled with youth knows the level of responsibility such 
work entails. You are entrusted with dearly beloved, 
precious children of God; the weighty calling requires a 
delicate balance of ministry, cat-herding, awareness, 
authenticity and transparency, and earned trust and 
authority. 

Knowing how I felt about losing Brad in New Orleans, I 
can only imagine how Jesus feels about each and every 
one of us. No matter who or what we are. No matter what 
our perceived worth or standing in the community, our 
economic status, or our “righteousness,” the Creator of 
the universe values us and seeks us out. We are loved 
without merit, saved by grace, and redeemed to be part of 
the beloved family of God. 

Even if, like young Brad, we don’t realize how lost we 
are, our Lord still looks for us and works with us to bring 
us to awareness and to a place at the table where there are 
no insiders or outsiders, only sinners redeemed by love 
and grace. What was lost is found, and we–all of us–are 
precious in God’s sight. May we always strive to see one 
another as God sees us–in the light of grace and with joy 
in our mutual “finding”! 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Precious in God’s Sight 
 
New Orleans–July, 2010. It was the final night of the 
ELCA National Youth Gathering, and we were headed 
into the Superdome for what promised to be another 
exceptional time of worship, inspiration, and celebration 
with  30,000 of our peers. Our group was composed of 20 
youth from four rural North Dakota congregations and 
three adult chaperones. So far we’d managed to stay 
together and avoid disaster. Tonight would be different. 

Somehow the youngest 
member of our group, a 13-
year-old I’ll call Brad,  went 
missing. The high school 
seniors had asked if they 
could go off on their own to 
get as close to the floor as 
possible, while the adults 
and the younger youth were 
content to sit on an upper 

level. So the seniors went down towards the floor and the 
rest of us squeezed through the crowds to take the 
escalator to the upper levels. But when we got there, Brad 
was nowhere to be seen.  We tried calling his cell phone, 
but it was turned off, and because of the noise and bad 
cell phone service we couldn’t get anyone else to answer 
either. 

After several panicked minutes, we found a Youth 
Gathering volunteer and put security to the test. We knew 
Brad had entered the doors with us, but no one could 
remember seeing him on the escalator. Surely he 
wouldn’t have gone back out into the street! The 
Gathering staff did their best to calm our fears and told us 
that as long as he was in the Dome he was safe, and if we 
did not find him before the end of the night they would 
lock it down until he was located (The staff was amazing, 
by the way.). 

Meanwhile, we gave his description to staff and other 
leaders, continued to call and text the older youth in our 
group, and began a row-by-row search. Still, finding one 
teenager in a crowd of more than 30,000 was like finding 
a needle in a haystack — but much, much scarier. 
Finally, after halfway into the program, we found the 
seniors, and sure enough there was Brad–having the time 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
 

Often Jeremiah’s voice proclaims God’s anger at Israel 
and warns of punishment to follow. But what attitude is in 
God’s words this time? For what reason? How is this 
future different from what God would do? What is the 
condition of God’s people according to God, in v. 22? 
Can one not know how to do good? How, then, would one 
learn? What results of God’s judgment does Jeremiah 
prophesy in vss. 23-26? How does God sum up the 
impending doom? Do you see any room for hope in 
God’s words? The Parish of the Good Shepherd 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 14 
 

What do you consider to be foolish?  In what ways do you 
see this foolishness becoming rampant in the world 
today? What’s your perspective on the condition of 
humankind? What leads you to this perspective? The 
Psalmist says fools say something in their hearts.  
According to Psalm 14:1, what do fools say? What is so 
disappointing about humankind according to this Psalm? 
Psalm 14:4 says evildoers are lacking something. What 
are they lacking? There will be consequences for fools 
according to Psalm 14:5-6.  What consequences will they 
face? The psalm on a note of hope. Where is hope found 
according to the psalm? Amazing Grace Lutheran 

____3rd Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 

What is challenging for you about showing mercy to 
others? On what basis was Paul considered trustworthy 
and appointed to serve God? How does Paul reconcile his 
past with the mercy he has received from the Lord? How 
is this tension real in your life? How do you look at your 
past sin in light of God's mercy? How is this challenging? 
How is it easy? Paul shares a trustworthy saying in verse 
15. How could this trustworthy saying help believers stay 
on track with what is most important? How can our status 
as recipients of God's mercy help others who have yet to 
experience that mercy? How does this passage encourage 
you to be more merciful? John Richardson 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 15:1-10 

 
Why do you think it’s difficult for Christians to deal with 
sinfulness without devaluing the sinner? The Pharisees 
and religious leaders dealt with sinfulness by excluding 
known sinners and refusing to associate with them. Who 
was helped by this method of exclusion, and what was 
accomplished? Why was it so scandalous that Jesus 
would associate with these sinful people? How did this 
behavior appear to the Pharisees? What, then, might have 
been so attractive to these sinners about Jesus that they 
would take time to come hear him? In the parable of the 
Lost Sheep, what is unusual about the shepherd’s actions 
in finding the sheep? Does it seem reckless? In these 
parables, what value does the sinner (the one sheep or one 
coin) have in comparison with the others? What is Jesus 
saying about the status of the sinner in God’s eyes? How 
can we address sinfulness without devaluing the sinner? 
What value do I have in God’s eyes, and how has God 
sought me? Faith Element 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

So in Jesus, you have come searching. May we never 
forget how much we are loved. May we never refuse 
to love others as much.  We ask this through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen.  
 

~ From Prayers for Sunday and Seasons, Year C,  
Peter J. Scagnelli, LTP, 1992 via Hitchhiking the Word 

My feeling of solitude and my sighing in the night 
used to find no echo. It fell upon emptiness. I was 
alone. But now my sigh has found an echo, it reaches 
someone who hears it, someone I can neither see nor 
hear in the darkness. But I almost hear near me but 
within me, further within me than I am myself, his 
answering sigh. 
 

And this someone is God...God is mad about me. 
 

He loves me with all my weaknesses, with all my 
inherited and acquired defects, he loves me as I am, 
with my idiosyncrasies and my temperament, my 
habits and my complexes. Just as I am. 

~ Ernesto Cardenal, b.1925, and excerpt from Love,  
via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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