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Losing and Being Lost 

‘What woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of 
them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and 
search carefully until she finds it?  When she has found 

it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost.’   

I can relate to this woman.  I picture her as middle aged, 
trying to keep a lot of related and unrelated tasks in 

balance every day, feeling absent-minded from time to 
time. 

Okay, okay.  I know I’m projecting my life onto hers, 
but let’s go with that for a minute.  Because I don’t just 
feel as though I know this woman; I feel as though 
I amthis woman.  At least once a day, I lose my pen, 

which is why I keep several in my desk drawer.  Several 
times a day, I mislay my reading glasses, and now I 
own several cheap pairs and keep them around where I 
might need them:  in the car (for reading maps), purse, 
kitchen (recipes), bathroom (pill bottles—what size 
print is that?), desk.  How can it be, then, that I 
sometimes find myself without a pair?  I have, on one 

occasion, gotten off an airplane in a distant city and had 
to head straight to the drugstore because I had forgotten 
to bring glasses.  

Then, there are the times when I really think I’ve lost 
my mind, such as searching for my glasses, then 
catching sight of myself in the mirror, where I see them 

hanging around my neck.  Or looking around wildly for 
my cell phone while I’m talking into it.  

Right now, I’ve been looking for a pair of earrings for a 
couple of weeks.  I have looked in all the usual places 
several times.  I’ve emptied my purse (where I 
discovered three measuring tapes).  I didn’t find the 

earrings in an old purse I checked, but did find two 
pieces of chocolate from a place I visited over a year 
ago.  (Do you think they’re still safe to eat?)  I’ve 
searched my desk drawer, dresser, bathroom, 
kitchen.  The thing is, I know I put them in a “safe” 
place.  If only I could remember where that was… 

So, I understand this woman.  I don’t think this is the 

first time she’s swept the house, looking for this stupid 
coin.  She’s searched the entire house three or four 
times.  She’s been through the trash, looked under the 
beds, turned over every jar, checked her husband’s 
pockets, looked through the children’s 
playthings.  Everything that glints in the sunlight 

makes her hopeful, then disappointed.  She lies awake 
at night, wondering where she has failed to look, or 
where she might look again more thoroughly.  She tells 
her husband about it, tells her friends about it, talks 
about it when she’s buying bread with another 
coin.  She’s losing her mind.  And then one day, when 
she is sweeping in a place she’s already been over 

more than once, she hears a metallic tinkle as the little 
coin scuttles across the floor.  She’s afraid to hope, but 
there it is!  

And so she goes back to all her friends, the same ones 
who have had to listen to her talk about losing the coin, 
and they share her joy and relief.  It has not been lost 

forever.  It was there all along, just hidden. 

While the parable is indeed designed to make the 
reader sympathize with the woman, she is really a 
symbol of God and of God’s untiring love. 

No matter how lost we may feel, or truly are, God 
doesn’t give up on us.  No matter what stresses make 

us lose sight of the good, no matter what bad decisions 
have taken us down a difficult trail, no matter what life 
circumstance has troubled us seemingly beyond help, 
God is there.  We may be alienated from everyone and 
everything, but we are not lost to God. 

There is nothing I can do, nor anything that can be 

done to me, that takes me out of reach of the God who 
is there.  God doesn’t forget where I am or who I 
am.  Even when I feel lost, God has hidden me in a 
safe place.  Unlike us, God remembers where the safe 
place is, so we are never truly lost from God at all.  

Oh, and if you happen to see my earrings, would you 
give me a call? 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
 

What would the people learn about the purpose of God’s 
judgment when it was already descending on them?  How 
did God evaluate the moral fiber of His own people?  
How complete was the destruction foreseen by Jeremiah 
in these verses?  What element of hope God give 
Jeremiah, though God promised a fearsome judgment?  
How do we know that God was not judging on a whim?  
How do you experience God’s judgement in your life?  
How do you experience the hope that comes from God?  
My-CCM 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 14 

 
Who was David referring to as ‘fools’?  David not only 
found what the fool said to be significant; where he said it 
is also important.  Where, according to David, was the 

focus of the denial he is referring to?  According to verse 
1, what is the result of denying God?  What does verse 2 
tell us about God?  What does verse 6 tell us about God?  

In the closing of this psalm, David expresses his longing 
that God bring the deliverance He had promised, and as 
David anticipates that victory, he calls the people of God 

to be joyful.  What has God promised us?  How does this 
psalm encourage us to find joy? 

____3rd Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17  
 

In verse 12, was Paul’s faithfulness his own? Did Jesus 
choose him because he was faithful?  What was Paul’s 
condition prior to receiving Christ? What kind of people in 
today’s world would be comparable to Paul?  Do you think 
there are any sins too serious for God to forgive?  What do 
you notice about Paul’s attitude towards his previous 
condition? What about his attitude towards his present 
condition?  How can the kind of faith Paul shows help you 
face your own issues of conscience?  Calligraphy for God 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 15:1-10  

The key truth of this passage seems to be, “This man 
receives sinners and eats with them.” How do the various 
groups around Jesus interpret this truth?   Are there any 
groups of people that you have trouble believing that Jesus 
would gladly receive?  Jesus explains his actions by telling 
a parable. What is the response of the shepherd when he 
finds his lost sheep and the woman when she finds the lost 
coin? What do vs. 7 and 10 say as to the main point of the 
stories? What is the response that Jesus says is worth 
celebrating?   What does repentance involve?  How well 
do you understand the grace of God in your life? In what 
areas of your life would repentance be the proper 
response?  The Promise 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

The foolish say, 'there is no God.' 
We come, trusting in Jesus,  
 
the face, the voice, the presence of the God who loves 
us. 
The scoffers of our age ask, 'why do you seek after 
God?' 
We come, in this time,  
 
because God's grace has spilled over in our lives. 
The hopeless around us think, 'no one cares about me.' 
We come, in this time, to this place, 
because Jesus has found us and brought us home. 
 
~ Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies  

What do I owe the 99? 
 

I wander far, slipping heedlessly over sliding gravel, 
jumping doe-like over crevices, relying upon my own 

grace. Maybe not so much wandering as running away. 
Panic obscures my memory and my motives. I descend 
through the canyons until I'm immobilized by abysses 

that stretch too wide to cross, rock buttresses too 
narrow to squeeze through. Weakened, I can't retrace 

my steps. 
 

Just as I surrender to despair, there you are.  You 
sought me and found me and carried me home. 

 

Here's my question. What do I now owe the other 99? 
The ones waiting patiently, staying obediently with the 

flock? Did you see their looks of envy and 
reproach? How do YOU get to nuzzle against his 

shoulder, carried on his sweet back? You don't deserve 
it! We were faithful, we stayed with the flock and look 

at you carried shoulder high like a triumphant athlete, 
laurel leaves for your lies and selfishness! Like the 
prodigal's older brother, they refuse to come to the 

angelic party given in my honor.  
 

What do I owe them? I'd drink to their happiness - if I 
hadn't given up drinking. They reject the gift of my 

gratitude. The 99 banish me to the solitude I sought in 
the first place. They turn me into a fool. A fool for love. 

And wiser than I was.   
 

Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

Lost Drachma Tissot, James Jacques Joseph, 1836-1902   
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