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Take it Seriously 

And, for my faith, there is no more serious passage 
than Jewish Jesus’ brief encounter with a non-Jewish 
woman while he sojourned in Tyre  

How do you view Jesus? As . . . 

Divine. 
Human. 
Perfect. 
Prophet. 
Teacher. 

A nice guy. 
Son of God. 

A fictional character. 
Or, your choice: _____________ 

We debate all the labels, and have since Jesus (of 
Bethlehem or Nazareth) first called his disciples 
(maybe or maybe not Thaddaeus) to seek God’s 
Kingdom (which refers to a future paradise or a 
present transformational moment or both or neither). 

Other than Jesus’ parables and the resurrection story, 
this give-and-take between Jesus and a mother with a 
sick child represents one of the most serious and 
seriously essential scripture for my understanding of 
faith. 

In the stark language of Mark, we don’t know if Jesus 
was tired or troubled, hungry or sated, with his 
disciples or on his own. 

Picture the Nazarene glancing sideways, spotting an 
approaching stranger. But this is not just any stranger. 
She’s a woman, a foreigner and a person with a 
different faith from Jewish Jesus. Three strikes 
against her before she even mumbled a word! 

She begged Jesus for help. But not for her sake . . . 
instead, it’s for her daughter. A child! A sick child!! 
A sick, innocent child!!! 

Listen to his response. Did he refuse her request? Yes 
he did. Did he insult her? Yes he did. 

She persisted. 

And with her assertiveness, the world shifts. Angels 
sing. Animals speak. The sun stands still in the sky. 
A bush burns. Manna appears in the wilderness. 
Lazarus staggers from the tomb. Sara who becomes 
Sarah becomes pregnant. 

Of course . . . none of the stuff in the prior paragraph 
happened. And yet. And yet. And yet. In the stark 
words of Mark, in the tiny space between two 
sentences, and in the spiritual chasm between Mark 
7:28’s end and Mark 7:29’s beginning, one of the 
Bible’s stunning transformations took place. Didn’t 
it? I dare to believe so! A notion—a revelation, 
insight, mindfulness (if I can unfairly borrow from 
Buddhism)—that was not even conceived of split-
seconds before, abruptly surfaced and redefined 
Jesus’ relationship with God and neighbor. 

Am I making too much of it? 

I don’t think I can emphasize this encounter enough! 

We are invited to take a journey where hope always 
trumps hate. And on that journey, we will change. Or 
we won’t. We’ll cling to our fixed notions of the 
way of the world and die while still breathing. 

Picture someone—say, you or me—glancing 
sideways, and you spot a stranger approaching . . . 

~ An excerpt, Larry Patten 
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The readings this week: 
◦ Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 ◦ Psalm 125 
◦ James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 ◦ Mark 7:24-37 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=218
http://www.larrypatten.com/2012/08/28/take-it-seriously/


Reflecting on the Word 
 
____1st Reading:  Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
 
What happens if you hear advice that you don’t take? Is 
there value in learning things the hard way?  Why do 
people give advice?  Do you think it is wise to learn from 
the life lessons of others? What happens if we have to 
learn life’s lessons through experience only?   What do 
these proverbs seem to have in common?  What do you 
assume is the experience of the author who wrote these 
proverbs? What life lessons are these proverbs trying to 
teach?  How would you apply these proverbs to our 
modern culture?  If proverbs are about wisdom to lead a 
better life, how does caring for the poor help accomplish 
this? How is our life lessened by refusing to help those 
poor and in need?  Faith Element  
 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 125 

What are the things you worry about? In light of Psalm 
125, what will you do with your worries?  How do you 
picture God surrounding you with His love, strength, and 
protection?  How is Mount Zion a symbol of God's 
trustworthiness?  In what sense is God like the 
mountains? Contrast the psalmist’s solid trust in God with 
his keen awareness of the dangers of sin. How can you 
experience this balance in daily living?  Calvary Church, 
This Day with God 

____3rd Reading:  James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 

How would you react if someone came into your church 
who wore sloppy clothes, was dirty or had body odor?   
Why is it wrong to give preferential treatment to those who 

have money?  Verse 5 says God has chosen the poor to be 
rich in faith. Is God guilty of showing favoritism in this 
way? Explain. How can "the royal law" guide our 

treatment of both poor and rich?  In what sense is violating 
one law as serious as breaking every law?  According to 
James, what good is faith without deeds? Explain why he 

says this.  Toward what people or groups do you show 
favoritism?  How can you change your attitude and 
actions? How do your actions demonstrate the reality of 

your faith?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press  

____4th Reading:  Mark 7:24-37 
 
When Jesus crossed the border from Israel into Phoenicia 
(Tyre and Sidon), he entered an “unclean” Gentile land.  Is 
Jesus being racist in his response to the woman in verse 
27?  What does her reply to Jesus demonstrate about the 
condition of her heart? (Hint: She is the only person in the 
Gospel of Mark to refer to Jesus as “Lord”.)  The “region 
of the Decapolis” was also a largely Gentile area and so we 
might assume that the deaf mute man was, like the woman, 
a Gentile. What differences do you see in the way Jesus 
interacted with these two Gentiles? How do you explain 
these differences?  Make a list of the actions Jesus 
performed with this man. Were these actions necessary for 
the healing? What do these actions mean?  What emotions 
might a sigh be expressing? What emotion(s) might Jesus 
have been expressing when he sighed in this incident? 
What is one thing the disciples could have learned about 
Jesus in these two encounters?  Where in your life do you 
need to say, “Yes, Lord” this week?  PDXchurch.org 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Wherever I am closed, Lord, open me. Peel 
me back. Dig me out. Help me bloom. Let me 
be open to the hope that is in you, and the Life 
that you planted deep within me on the day of 
my baptism. Amen.  
 
                                                           ~ Rick Morley 

An essential part of wholeness is the sense of 
belonging.  Belonging within nature. Belonging to 
one another. Belonging in your own skin. At first, 
Jesus rejects the Syrophoenician woman’s entreaty 
to cure her daughter, because she does not belong 
to his people.  The woman cleverly dismantles his 
sense of limitation however, and now the Gospel 
belongs to all of us.  Central to a sense of 
belonging is the call to help others belong, even to 
the core of the soul. Inclusion continually softens 
all boundaries, reaching deeply into the soul and 
expanding widely into the world, growing more 
profoundly in both directions, within, without, 
loving God and neighbor. 

        ~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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http://www.calvarychurch.com/site/29_252_149.cfm?do=detail&week=25
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