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The readings this week:
◦ Proverbs 31:10-31 ◦ Psalm 1
◦ James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a◦ Mark 9:30-37
Click here to read this week’s passages

It’s Bigger Than Children
The disciples were squabbling about rank, and Jesus
brought in a child to make a point about welcome. And
what a point. Because he didn’t say that whoever
welcomes a child does the work of the faithful. Or
serves God well. Or gets brownie points. Whoever
welcomes the child welcomes Jesus. And thereby
welcomes God. Opens up the doors wide as wide can be
and asks God to be at home.
That’s powerful. There’s nothing in this passage about
education or behavior. No support for parents or
questions about anything at all, really. It’s just about
welcome. And the amazing nearness of God.
There’s a coffee shop right next to my home. Nice to be
neighbors of good coffee. And it’s an interesting kind of
place. Old leather sofas and chairs. Long dining tables
great for crowds or the whole newspaper to yourself,
depending. Lots of space for strollers and one wall is
painted with chalkboard paint so the kids are constantly
updating murals there. They also have a white board on
the wall where people write interesting quotations. You
know the kind of thing. Bob Dylan. Gandi. St Mark has
yet to be featured, but last week, I read this quotation
there and it collided nicely with this week’s gospel:
“The children are
not the future. The
living truth is the
future. Time and
people do not make
the future… Fifty
million children
growing up
purposeless, with
no purpose save the attainment of their own individual
desires, these are not the future, they are only a
disintegration of the past. The future is in living,
growing truth.” D. H. Lawrence
I stood there for a while looking at it. Blue was tugging
at me, keen to convince me that a croissant was earth-

shatteringly important. A chocolate one, please. But I
wanted to read the passage again and think about it.
And this what I saw there. (I’m not sure where the
Lawrence passage is originally from nor what the
context is, so if I’m off-base with this, please gently let
me know.)
In and of themselves, children aren’t a cause for
hope. They are just people, like the rest of us. Words
of a tired parent, maybe, but they are true, I think. Just
because kids might have more time ahead of them than
we do doesn’t mean that they are going to make things
better for humanity as a whole. Cuteness doesn’t bring
about sufficient change or the world would be far
lovelier by now. But that isn’t pessimism. It’s just
rejecting sentimentality.
I don’t think that Jesus pulled the child towards him to
make a sweet point about children’s innocence.
Hope comes from a greater truth than mere youth.
Hope comes from the capital T – Truth that lives with
us and works before, between, and behind us all. Mark
shows us Jesus as Truth, declaring that things change
if we welcome the children rather than childishly
bicker about rank. Worrying about status turns our
gaze inwards on our own perception of self which will
only get us tangled up in lonely ego. Welcome is vital
for Christian community. It’s being open to others,
being aware of their comfort – or discomfort – with a
situation and setting aside our own priorities to offer
them love and comfort. If nothing else, that’s what we
should be teaching kids in Sunday School.
And, of course, it’s bigger than children. Just as Jesus
expanded the concept of “neighbor” to include, well,
everyone who needs us, I think he’ll back me up if I
argue that “children” means everyone. Everyone who
is smaller and weaker or needy and hungry, and maybe
less courageous, or lonely, or struggling, or tired, or
sad. Which sounds like the whole boatload of us,
doesn’t it? We all need a welcome. We all need to feel
at home.
~ Katie Munnik , The Presbyterian Record

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Proverbs 31:10-31
What expectations do we have of wives? Think of
yourself as an individual and our society as a whole? If
you’re a wife, what expectations do you have of yourself?
Verses 10-12 seem to be primarily addressed to a young
man or husband. What attitudes do they encourage and
what do they rebuke? This poem is (probably) part of a
mother’s advice to her son. What hopes would she have
for her son? Verses 13-27 is the main body of the poem,
showing how the noble wife models the wisdom ideals of
Proverbs in many ways. A lot of the noble wife’s wise
ways are not distinctively “godly”. How do you read them
in light of her “fear of the LORD”? Notice the places
where the husband is mentioned in the passage. What
wise ways are recommended to him? Practically
speaking, how might we apply the wisdom of v. 31 in our
community? To sum up, what is God’s wisdom to you
from this passage if you are: (a) unmarried man; (b)
married man; (c) unmarried woman; (d) married woman;
(e) a son? Anglican Churches, Springwood
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 1
Do you feel a gap (or chasm!) between "real life" (work,
school, family) and your prayer life? What contrasts do
you notice in the psalm? What significance do you see in
the progression from walk to stand to sit? "The law of the
LORD" is contrasted with the words counsel, way and
seat. What does this contrast bring out? Tree is the
central metaphor of the psalm. Put your imagination to
use. How are law-delighting people like trees? In what
ways are the wicked like chaff? How do these two
radically different portraits motivate you to delight in
God's Word? How does meditation—listening to God
speak to us through Scripture—prepare us for prayer? A
life of prayer requires preparation, a procedure for
moving from inattention to attention. The same procedure
will not suit everyone. How can you develop a procedure
that fits your circumstances and development? Quiet Time
Bible Study, InterVarsity Press

Praying Toward Sunday
God of unsearchable mystery and light,
your weakness is greater than our
strength, your foolishness brings all our
cleverness to naught, your gentleness
confounds the power we would claim.
You call first to be last and last to be first,
servant to be leader and ruler to be
underling of all. Pour into our hearts the
wisdom of your Word and Spirit, that we
may know your purpose and live to your
glory. Amen.
~ from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers

No doubt a gaggle of children hung around the
grandmas, aunties, and mothers supporting Jesus
out of their own means. But the children hold little
interest to the Gospel writers except here.
Did Jesus play and joke with the children? Did he
listen to their dreams and nightmares early in the
morning? Did he commiserate with the injustices
and frustrations of childhood, and, particularly, life
on the road? Did he allow himself to see through
their eyes? Did he tell them special stories? Did he
allow them to climb into his lap and fall asleep at
nap-time? Did he slyly reverse the power dynamics
over children with a word here, a wink there, a
protective or loving gesture? I'd like to think so.
“Whoever receives a child in my name welcomes
me and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one
who sent me.”
~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Name some characteristics of someone you consider to be
truly “wise and understanding.” What is the difference
between true humility and false humility? What are some
of the challenges we face in truly identifying with the
poor? What would “asking rightly” look like, do you
think? Borrowing from Mitch Albom, we reflect here on
how, to draw near to God, we must learn to die. Only then
can we learn to truly live. What are some things you need
to “die” to, in order to truly live? United Methodist Church
of Yucaipa

____4th Reading: Mark 9:30-37
The disciples didn’t understand the “servant” idea. They
still wanted choice positions in Jesus’ kingdom. So Jesus
sat down to teach them what it means to serve. Why does
he direct their attention to a child who needs to have
everything done for him? In order to rank first, Jesus tells
the disciples they should be the servants of all. Who would
you serve if you could? Anyone close to you? Where do
you think our congregation ranks in taking care of people
in need? Where would you rank yourself? What is one
thing you can commit to doing to be a better servant? Anne
Osdieck, Sunday Web Site

