
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 

Flame Thrower 

As we saw in the first chapter of James’s epistle, 
James is writing to a community in conflict. People 
are fighting, people are arguing, and things are not 
going well. As we saw in the second chapter of the 
epistle, the argument is over the bigotry of class 
distinction. 

What becomes clear very early on in the third chapter 
is that the fighting is intense. People are speaking in 
anger, using words that pierce and hurt. 

James says that such speech is like arson. It sets 
things on fire. And some things that burn down can 
never be rebuilt. 

I’ve said before that the Letter of James is 
preeminently a practical letter. It gives practical 
advice to everyday situations. 

And, really, it doesn’t get any more practical than 
this. 

How many of us know relationships that have 
completely broken down because one person spoke a 
harsh word to another? How many of us know 
churches that were completely turned upside-down 
because one person said something to someone else? 

Offense may not have been meant at all. But, that 
doesn’t matter. 

Words hurt. Words tear things down. And, words 
can’t be unspoken, once they’ve been spoken. 

I find it interesting here that James doesn’t address 
the listeners. He doesn’t admonish people to listen 
charitably. He doesn’t ask people to constantly give 
others the benefit of the doubt. 

No pleas to give loud-mouths a wide berth. 

Oftentimes, when counseling people in relationships, 
I ask them to consider what may be going on in the 

other person’s life. Perhaps they are going through a 
rough spell. Perhaps there is a lot of change going 
on, and therefore maybe THAT’S why they’ve said 
this horrible thing. 

I try and give others the benefit of the doubt all the 
time. I suppose I don’t always, but I do try. 

But, James doesn’t go there at all. 

In a return to the first chapter, he seems to be saying 
once again, “Be slow to speak.” Choose your words 
carefully. 

Because when you remember how deeply your 
words can cut, if spoken wrongly, you might just be 
gentler. 

And, a gentler community of brothers and sisters in 
Christ goes a long, long way in not setting 
relationships and churches on fire. 

~ Rick Morley, a garden path 
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The readings this week: 
◦ Proverbs 1:20-33 ◦ Psalm 19 
◦ James 3:1-12 ◦ Mark 8:27-33 

Words are pale shadows of forgotten 
names. As names have power, words 

have power. Words can light fires in the 
minds of men. Words can wring tears from 
the hardest hearts. 

 
~ Patrick Rothfuss, The Name of the Wind  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=219
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/1913


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Proverbs 1:20-33 
 
How accessible is wisdom for those who really seek it?  
Describe a time you sought wisdom. What happened?  
Observe how each of the three groups in 1:22 displays a 
lack of wisdom. What do they have in common?  How are 
the ways of wisdom and folly contrasted in 1:32-33?  
Proverb 1:33 says those who heed wisdom will “live in 
safety.”  What about godly Christians who suffer car 
accidents, violent crimes, and so on? Do these events 
prove 1:33 wrong?  Have you experienced what v. 32-33 
describe? Explain.  Would you say your lifestyle shows 
that you really fear God in a healthy sense? How can you 
grow in this area? What will you seek to do this week?  
Shelter Rock Church 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 19 

What does creation reveal about God?  The terms law, 
statutes, precepts, commands and ordinances in this 
passage are synonyms for Scripture. In verses 7-11, how 
are the Scriptures described?  What do they do?  What is 
the overall effect of the psalmist's encounter with God 
through nature and the Scriptures?  From which of the 
effects of Scripture listed in verses 7-11 have you 
benefitted?  How has this psalm been helpful to you by 
offering insight or comfort?  Sharing Scripture can be 
done in three ways. The first and most obvious way is 
sharing a passage or verse directly. The second is sharing 
how we have been affected or changed by Scripture. The 
third is simply living out the principles of Scripture. How 
might you appropriately and effectively share Scripture 
with someone in need this week?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading:  James 3:1-12 

James compares the tongue (the words we speak) to a bit 
and a rudder. Why do you think the tongue has such 
control over our lives?  James also compares the tongue to 
a fire and to a world of evil. What is the point of these two 
comparisons?  Verses 7-8 emphasize what a challenge it is 
to control the tongue. What makes this so difficult?  In 
what ways can the tongue poison people and relationships?  
In verses 9-12 James uses a series of analogies from nature 
(springs, trees, vines). How do they highlight the 
inconsistencies of the tongue?  What damage has your 
tongue done recently?  What in this text gives you added 
strength and motivation to be more careful with your 
words?  What can you do to give God more praise? Be 
specific.  How can you give more affirmation to those you 
come in contact with each day?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 
 

____4th Reading:  Mark 8:27-38 
 
How have your perceptions of Jesus changed throughout 
your spiritual journey? In this passage, Jesus asks about 
their perceptions of Him, then challenges their ideas about 
"the Christ".  Why does Jesus ask for their thoughts about 
His identity, instead of just telling them who He is? Instead 
of only asking His disciples what they thought, why does 
Jesus first ask what others are saying?  Do people answer 
this question much differently today?  How must Christ's 
prediction of His suffering and death have sounded to His 
disciples?  Why was Jesus so harsh with Peter, calling him 
"Satan" in front of the other disciples? How do verses 34-
38 expound on what Jesus has just said about His 
suffering?  What does Jesus teach here about the value of 
one's soul? Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Let us ponder the challenge of Jesus this week: 
--Who do we say Christ is in our 

lives, our community, our world? 
Let Holy Wisdom shine through all 

our pondering,  
and lead us to recognize and serve 

our Risen Savior in all our encounters. 
Amen.  

 

                       ~ Worship Ways, United Church of Christ 

If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me.  
                                                       -Mark 8:34 

The cross, an instrument of torture, represents 
shame, torture, death, and, paradoxically, 
transformation, triumph, and the throne of glory. 

Desiring continual proximity to the sign, 
Christians wear crosses around their necks, and 
place them in houses and churches and gardens.  
 
I can practice devotion to the sign of the cross as 
much as I want. But I have to leave my 
devotions, take up the cross and follow Jesus. 
 
                       ~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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