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Facing the Wilderness 

We tend to think of wilderness as a place undisturbed 
by human hands—a place of trees or desert, of streams 
or rocky mountains. Not a city with marketplaces, 
hanging gardens, homes, and great wealth—such as 
Babylon. And yet, for the Judeans—conquered, 
humiliated, and driven from home to exile in this city 
of their conquerors—Babylon is a sort of wilderness. 
They find it strange, confusing. They do not speak the 
language; they have no map to guide daily life; they 
have no way of knowing if they face a few weeks of 
misery or a couple generations of upheaval. Homesick, 
anxious, and painfully aware that they are no longer in 
control, their lives have been “heaved up.” 

Many of us have also felt our 
lives “heaved up.” We have 
faced all sorts of wildernesses: 
the loss of a loved one, job loss 
or disappointment, economic 
challenges, changes in ability. A 
wilderness, I have come to think, 
is simply that place where the 
old answers don’t work 

anymore. Often, it’s a place we want to escape. Most 
likely, that’s what the Judeans wanted, and this 
prophecy addresses that issue. They need to hear the 
word of the Lord not only in the midst of suffering, 
worry, and change—but in spite of it. 

I once got lost on a small mountain at dusk. When I 
realized my lostness, I panicked and ran. The Judeans 
want to flee, too, or at least hunker down, put their 
lives on pause until they can go home. But God won’t 
let them. Even in that urban wilderness, with an open 
and uncertain future, God calls them to live, to move 
forward, to be fruitful, to experience the simple 
pleasures of family and community—to sense a simple 
grace even in this place that might never really feel 
like home. 

~ Naomi Annandale, Upper Room Books 
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Jesus is always crossing borders, breaking the 
rules, messing with the order of things. He meets 
with tax collectors and sinners, touches lepers, 
greets Samaritans, enters women’s homes. The 
Word isn’t chained by borders, categories, or 
convention. In the end, even death itself can’t 
chain Him. 

In an uncertain world like first century Judea or 
twenty-first century America, Jesus is dangerous. 
What if everyone started welcoming foreigners, 
ate with sinners, preached grace and gratitude? 
Paul did just that and lost his head.  Francis of 
Assisi embraced a leper and preached peace to the 
Sultan, and died visibly wounded. 

Isn’t that precisely what happens when the 
Word’s not chained, borders aren’t policed, 
categories aren’t enforced? Isn’t that why we 
killed Jesus in the first place? Isn’t that why we 
crucify him still? 

~ Brain Volck, an excerpt from Unchained World 

Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what 
we have into enough, and more. It turns denial 

into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to 
clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into 

a home, a stranger into a friend. 
 

-Melody Beattie  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
http://books.upperroom.org/2013/10/07/facing-the-wilderness/
http://www.ekklesiaproject.org/blog/2010/10/unchained-word/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
 

How is Jeremiah identified at the beginning of the book 
bearing his name?  How did God announce to Jeremiah 
that he was chosen as a prophet?  What was Jeremiah’s 
assessment of his own abilities in relation to God’s call?  
How did God respond to Jeremiah’s reservations?  What 
part of your life have you been wishing away but you 
realize will be part of your life for a long time? Is there a 
place of exile in your life that you need to come to terms 
with?  Imagine you have replaced your hope of rescue 
with the hope of re-creation and life; how will this change 
your view of God? Of yourself? Of others in your life?  
My Christian Computer Ministry, Sermons the Work 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 66:1-12  

 
Think of a time when you experienced joy. What evoked 
this feeling in you?  The writer calls us to action. What all 
does he call us to do?  How are each of these behaviors 
related to the experience or the expression of joy?  What 
does the section in the middle of this psalm (vv. 8-12) tell 
us about the cause for this particular expression of joy?  
How might this kind of experience lead to joy?  What 
other ways of expressing joy to God would you add to the 
psalmist's list?  Why is it important to allow ourselves to 
experience and express joy?  How might this psalm help 
you to experience and express joy?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-15  
 

Think of a time when an older Christian has entrusted 
some aspect of ministry to you. How did this create growth 
and maturity in your life?  Why does Paul cite these 
specific aspects of Christ that Timothy should remember?  
How does this explain Paul's own confidence even while 
he is imprisoned?  Why does Paul say he endures?  How 
should the trustworthy saying in verses 11-13 motivate us?  
What keeps you from participating fully in your faith 
community?  How can you share your story with someone 
who needs to know they are not alone?  Quiet Time Bible 
Study, InterVarsity Press, Sermons the Work 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 17:11-19  

Why do you think that the Bible so often commands us to 
“be thankful”?  These men remained at a distance from 
Jesus – why is this significant? How did they view 
themselves? How did they regard Jesus? What specific 
thing did Jesus ask them to do, and how was it an act of 
faith? The separation of lepers in that time was both 
spiritual and practical – not only were these lepers 
considered spiritually unclean, but people believed that 
getting too close might make them contagious. Can you 
think of anyone who’s treated like this today – either by 
society, or by the religious community?  What do Jesus’ 
actions toward these people say about them – both 
spiritually and practically?  How could we, like Jesus, 
affirm and validate people whom others consider 
“unclean?”  What was unique about the one who came 
back…and why did Jesus consider this so significant?  
Why are recognition, praise and thanksgiving such an 
important part of our spiritual and emotional well-being?  
Faith Element 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Borderlands (inspired by Luke 17: 11-19) 
 
Ever-present God  you meet us in the borderlands, in 
places neither here nor there,  at times when we are 
well out of our comfort zone;  even if we don't know 
where we're going, when we feel most lost, you are 
there: Thank you, God.  
 
You meet each of us where we are, and many of us in 
our need,  people marginalized by illness, not wanting 
to be a burden, those who see their poverty or 
problems as unacceptable – feeling rejected – with 
faltering self-worth.  
 
It was in the borderlands that Jesus met a band of 
lepers,  whose livelihood was begging, whose status 
was untouchable,  and touched their lives with 
hope.  And it was the Samaritan, the one most of all 
an outsider, who turned back to give thanks.  
 
We thank you for all we can learn  from our sisters 
and brothers who live on the edge,  in poverty, in the 
borderlands:  about gratitude, grace and healing 
hope.  Thank you, God. Amen. 
 
~ Jan Sutch Pickard, Monthly Prayers, Christian Aid 

 

The protestant reformer Martin Luther described 
faithful worship as this tenth leper moment. 
Worship isn’t obligation; it is the return of a 
thankful heart to the source of its healing. It is 
awaking to new possibilities of a healed life lived 
close to Christ. It is delighting in what we have 
seen, the healing that, in spite of everything, has 
given us back our lives. Worship can be our 
moment to delight with our dear comrades, with 
the crazy ones, with the communion of saints and 
with our small children in the messiness of our 
lives, these beautiful golden days. Worship can 
be that thanksgiving overflowing.  
 

~ Katie Munnik, An excerpt from Just a Moment 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
http://my-ccm.com/old-testament-questions/questions-about-the-book-of-jeremiah/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/stw/2013/09/23/bible-study-21-pentecost-proper-23-c/
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=508
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=508
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=648
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=648
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/stw/2013/09/23/bible-study-21-pentecost-proper-23-c/
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=283
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/50206719e4b03f6f4d18a86b/t/52554daae4b0e53491ee258b/1381322154541/mental101313_4-41.pdf
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://presbyterianrecord.ca/2013/10/07/just-a-moment/

