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Grapes of Wrath and Grapes 

Most students have at one point or another in their 
academic career encountered John Steinbeck’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel The Grapes of Wrath. 

The Joad family, having lost virtually everything of 
value to the bank and natural disaster, is forced to 
migrate from their home in Oklahoma to California in 
search of a better life. Throughout the course of the 

novel, one is exposed through this fictional family to 
the very real realities of economic injustice and the 
ravages of poverty. 

In this week’s gospel lesson we have a story of a 
landowner, a vineyard, some tenant workers, and the 
various representatives who come to collect the 
grapes. It is a difficult story to hear and to understand; 
a lot of how one experiences Jesus’ words depends on 
how one perceives the characters and to whom one 
relates. 

Are we the rightful collectors of holy benefits? Are we 
greedy and selfish tenants who refuse to pay their due 
to the vineyard owner? Or, do we see ourselves as 

overworked and underpaid workers who rightfully 
revolt against an unjust system of oppression? Are we 
righteous or rotten–or a little of both? Who are we? 

Jesus is making a point with the Pharisees, good 

religious folk of his day, who are trying to entrap him 
and put a stop to his radically different message and 
ministry. Be careful where you’re pointing your 
finger, he seems to be saying, because there are a few 
more fingers pointing right back at you. Oh how 
frustrated they seem to be, afraid to press the point 
because of the throngs of followers who are hanging 
on Jesus’ words. 

In exploring possible ways to approach this gospel 
lesson, what might it look like to contrast the worldly 
view of “grapes of wrath” (yes, a biblical reference to 
Revelation 14:19-20) with a new vision of grapes of 
grace? With Jesus everything is turned upside down 
and inside out, so it isn’t really that much of a stretch 
when you think about it. That which God produces is 

always life-giving, grace-filled, and hopeful. It is 
fallen humankind that takes the fruit of God’s good 
creation and extracts a wrathful harvest of injustice 
and oppression. 

What at first glance seems so straightforward and 
righteous about this parable turns quickly on the 
words of verse 43 (above). The kingdom of God will 
be taken away from the obvious beneficiaries and 
given to those who produce the fruits of the kingdom. 
It’s easy to gloss over this verse by thinking these 
people are those who do good, who follow the rules, 
play the game right, and keep up proper appearances. 
But what if those who produce the fruits are indeed 
just that–those on the margins, those who bear the 
brunt of heavy labor, those who strain at the yoke of 
injustice, and those who suffer for our choices? What 
happens, as Langston Hughes writes in his poem 
“Harlem,” to a dream deferred? Does it indeed 
explode? 

A stewardship question worth asking is just how are 
we tending the fruits of God’s garden? Are we 
working together–tenant/grower and representative of 
the landowner–to produce the best possible yield? 

Are we cultivating sweet grapes of grace or 
extracting all that we can without thought for others 
in a harvest of wrathful choices and selfish gain? 

As with most of Jesus’ teachings there are clear 

answers, but rarely ones that go down easily and 
without some effort. The parable of the vineyard is no 
exception, challenging us to think outside of the 
boxes of comfortable assumptions and cultural 
norms. Yes, we are asked to see this story through 
cross shaped lenses, framed against the cornerstone 
of grace, and we are 
challenged to do 
something in response. 
What will that be? 

 

~ Sharron R. Blezard , 

Stewardship of Life 
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◦ Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 ◦ Psalm 19 
◦ Philippians 3:4b-14 ◦ Matthew 21:33-46  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=162
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2014/10/grapes-of-wrath-and-grace/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
 

Reflect on the thoughts that come to your mind or the 
feelings that are triggered when you consider the phrases 
“rules to be obeyed” and “identity to be claimed.”  God 

encourages us to claim many identities. We are 
musicians, sons, accountants, mothers and teachers. By 
what do you define yourself? By your talents? Your 

career? Your relationships? What would happen if you 
could no longer be defined by these things? How would 
your definition of yourself change?  Experiment with 

rewriting the Ten Commandments in your own words, 
interpreting them in the context of your own life.  Sermons 

That Work 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 19 

What is the most beautiful, breath-taking view of nature 

that you have ever seen? Did it speak to you of God? 
How?  Would you type Psalm 19 as a Song of Wisdom, 
Song of Praise and Worship, Song of Lament or Song of 

Trust? Why?  When you hear or read the words 
“heavens” and “skies” what images come to mind?  To 
whom do the heavens and the skies speak?  Is the truth 

about God’s glory and handiwork obvious to everyone?  
Why do some people hear and see it and others don’t?  
When we realize the vastness of the heavens, it naturally 

makes us feel small and insignificant. David responds to 
this dilemma in Psalm 8:3-9. Are we insignificant? What 
is our place in creation?  God revealing himself in nature 

is wonderful, but it is limited. What are some things we 
would never know about God and our relationship to him 
through nature alone?  Besides creation, what other ways 

has God revealed himself and his truth to us?  Tuesday 

Cafe 

____3rd Reading:  Philippians 3:4b-14  
 

Why do you think we are tempted to start with ourselves 
when seeking “wholeness?”  Why do you think Paul cites 

his religious background? Isn’t this being boastful? With 
whom does it give him credibility?   He calls these 
elements of his religious background “loss” and “rubbish”. 

How can his righteous upbringing be considered “loss” 
rather than just “rubbish”?  The word “know” in verse 10 
means to have personal acquaintance or experience with. 

What did Paul want to experience, and what did he seek to 
gain in getting more knowledge of Christ from the 
experience?  What two kinds of righteousness does Paul 

talk about? What are the differences?  What sorts of things 
tend to draw you away from Christ?  Why do we tend to 
base our worth as Christians on our performance?  Explain 

Paul’s goal in verse 14. How can it also be our goal?  

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

____4th Reading:  Matthew 21:33-46  

Have you ever been in a situation where others misused 
their power? Reflect on how this situation affected 

relationships and the ability to accomplish the job at hand.  
Jesus said the Kingdom of God would be taken away from 
the chief priests and Pharisees and given to his followers. 

How can we, his followers today, prepare ourselves for the 
responsibility of cultivating God’s Kingdom? How can we 
guard against using this power to further our own ends?  

Think about how you might retell this parable in a modern 
context, perhaps using a manager of a restaurant or a 
teacher at a university.  Sermons That Work 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new. 
Transform the poverty of our nature by the riches 
of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,. 
Amen.  
 
Church of the Province of South Africa 1971/
South African Modern Collects (1972) 

 

TEN WORDS (Exodus 20:1-20) 

words that are the beating heart of a covenant, 
words of requirement, words that are gift, 
words that are bones in the body of a people, 
words that are blood flowing into their veins, 

words that are power, spoken to weakness, 
words that are freedom because they are fence, 
words that challenge us, words that summon us, 
words that are song for a life-long dance, 

words that are dwelling place, words of 
foundation, 
words that are law, given in grace, 
words that are signposts, words that are 
journey, 
words that are a pathway pointing to peace. 

~ an excerpt by Andrew King, a Poetic Kind of Place 
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