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The readings this week:
◦ Job 1:1; 2:1-10 ◦ Psalm 26
◦ Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 ◦ Mark 10:2-16
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Hard Hearts, Little Children, and the Reign of
God
God intends good for us. I don’t think any one of us would
dispute that statement. This week’s gospel lesson,
however, shows how we humans are able through our
broken, sinful nature to distort and manipulate a beautiful,
grace-full gift. In relationships–be they marriage,
community, or family–the lure of power, control, and
selfishness can easily create stumbling blocks to the
goodness we should and could experience. But God is
good!
Look at how the gospel passage opens. “Some Pharisees
came, and to test Jesus they asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man
to divorce his wife?’” The Pharisees knew the law. Their
question was not about settling a legal question, but rather
about entrapping this thorn-in-their-flesh rabbi who was
raising such a holy ruckus and rocking the ol’ status quo
boat. Jesus, refusing to play along, reminds them of the
“why” behind the law–the hardness of the human heart.
Relationship is about much more than the folly of an
unpleasing dinner or greener pastures, and it’s far more
than a series of lines that should not be crossed or rules to
be followed. For Jesus, relationship is about unity, about
being “all-in” and about not letting the outside forces of
the world rip the goodness to shreds.
Of course he has to spell out this matter of divorce more
plainly for his disciples, who seem to have a tough time
grasping anything, especially when it comes to the Reign
of God, which Jesus has been trying in vain to explain to
them. Segueing back into his teaching on the Reign of
God, Jesus employs an object lesson. When the disciples
try to shoo away the children like flies from the dinner
table, Jesus takes them in his arms, blesses them, and
shows his followers exactly what he means.
The Reign of God belongs to the marginalized, to the
weak, to the overlooked, to the ones who come with open
minds, hearts, and hands rather than to those who mince
every word, watch every movement, and judge every
action. The reign is entered through accepting weakness,
acknowledging brokenness, and fixing one’s entire sight
on Jesus through whom grace and mercy and love are
freely given.
I don’t know about you, but I think the weekly news is a
catalog of human brokenness: From the refugee crisis to

continued fighting in Afghanistan and Syria to tensions in
Liberia and the Central African Republic, to executions
and stays of execution, and to ongoing issues of poverty,
racial tensions, and spatting politicians in D.C., it’s enough
to make me weep. And there’s plenty of brokenness closer
to home and in our congregations, where, folks may be
suffering the aftershocks of failed marriages, illness or
financial woes. And even congregations may be
experiencing the pain of broken relationships, worship
wars, and fear of decline.
Because of the hardness of our hearts, Jesus said, Moses
gave the people of Israel a legal code that dealt with their
brokenness and kept order. And because our hearts
remained hard, God came to us. Through Jesus, we are
invited to enter the Reign of God in spite of the mental,
emotional, and spiritual plaque that clogs our arteries and
hardens our hearts. His open arms receive us just as we
are: the uncool, the imperfect, the weak, the lame, the
blind, and despised. In our weakness we are loved and
saved by completely underserved and totally amazing
grace and mercy.
This, dear friends, is very good news. We can stop
counting the beans, justifying our existence, and judging
others in hopes of finding ourselves more worthy. The
child inside of each one of us longs to come to Jesus
whether or not we realize it. With our Lord there is always
hope, always a welcome, and always blessing. Jesus is not
ashamed of us. Thanks be to God! Praise the Lord, and
share the news.
~ Rev. Sharron R Blezard, Stewardship of Life

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Job 1:1; 2:1-10
Why is this story difficult for some people? At face value,
what kind of picture of God does it paint? Considering
Job did not know what was happening “behind the
scenes,” what meaning might he have attached to these
events? What is Job’s response to his suffering? How is
his response a witness to his true faith in God? We’re
used to the idea that humans have faith in God. In this
story, how is God showing faith in human beings? What
overarching lessons are being taught here about our faith
in God and our response to difficult situations? Why is
our response to adversity a witness to others? How is our
response to blessing also a witness to others? How does it
help to think that in times of adversity, God might have
faith in you? Faith Element

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 26
What is the dominant theme of this psalm? What actions
and attitudes should characterize a person of God? What
actions and attitudes do you need to work on the most?
How can you maintain integrity in an evil society? The
word “walk” is repeated multiple times in this Psalm.
David resisted evil by walking with the Lord. What does
it mean to walk in faithfulness and how are you
displaying this in your life? This Day with God, Women

Hardness of heart keeps me safe in my place. But that's
another irritant of Christianity. Do you really have a
'place' when you follow the man who said, “foxes have
holes and birds have nests but the son of man has
nowhere to lay his head?” If Christians have a 'place' it
must be on the prophetic margins of discomfort in
empathy with the marginalized.
My worst prejudices are still the ones I don't know I
have, still blinding me to truth, still hardening my heart
in embarrassing ways for a supposedly open-hearted
liberal striving for universal compassion. HA!
But broken prejudices, however humiliating, have
always opened me to new people and ideas, and a wider
sense of compassion, understanding, and wisdom.
Kierkegaard said, “To cheat oneself out of love is the
most terrible deception. It is an eternal loss for which
there is no reparation, either in time or eternity.”
Every small hardness of heart cheats me of the love
within which was born to thrive.

Living Well

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
How do verses 1 and 2 indicate that the New Testament of
Christ is the final revelation? What do verses 2 and 3
show regarding Jesus' relation to God the Father? How
does Christ uphold all things? What did Jesus accomplish
before He sat down at the right hand of the Father? What
is the "more excellent name" to which the Hebrew writer
was referring? Who was made a little lower than the
angels? What was God's purpose in making the author of
salvation perfect through sufferings? What does it mean to
you that Jesus is Excelsior par excellence? How would you
rephrase that to make it more personal for you? Into the
Word

Praying Toward Sunday
Gracious God, help us embrace your Kingdom like
children: wide-eyed in awe and complete in generous
and simple joy. May the children who surround us
teach us not to find our security in treasure that will
rust or fade or be taken from us, but in your love,
which will fill us and care for us and keep us if we let
it. We pray that we might not just dwell in that love,
but spread it to those who have never known it. We
pray it in the name of your Son, our Light and our
Joy. Amen.
~ Discipleship Ministries

____4th Reading: Mark 10:2-16
What is the trap the Pharisees think they have set for
Jesus? What question does Jesus counter with? How is
Jesus recasting the issue? What is Jesus saying about the
issue of adultery? How does our community to pastorally
minister to divorced people, to the children of divorced
people, and to remarried couples? What do we do as a
community to nurture marriages? What is it that the
disciples still do not "get"? What three things does Jesus
say about these little children? Do we think this means that
we have to be childish to be Christians? If not, then what
does this mean? How well do we welcome children in our
worship and ministry? If we believe we could do more,
what might that be? What impedes our offering wider
inclusion? How can you be a part of welcoming children
in our worship and ministry? Lesson Plans that Work

