
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 

In Our Hands 

Read The Story of the Greedy Farmhands from The 
Message, by Eugene Peterson as included in this blog. 
 
It’s not often I put the full Bible Reading at the 
beginning of my blog – but there, I’ve done it. 
 
There are two reasons I put the full text there. Two 
reasons that come alive in Eugene Peterson’s Message 
Version of the Bible. 
 
The first of the two reasons is the quote from Psalm 118 
that Matthew uses: “The stone the masons threw out is 
now the cornerstone.” This is a very familiar quote with 
a simple analogy to Jesus being rejected by the Jewish 
people – principally the rulers and authorities. But it 
would be incomplete without the following 
sentence: “This is God’s work; we rub our eyes, we can 
hardly believe it!” 
 
For me, the expression of that sentence perfectly sums 
up the ambiguity of that phrase. What is God’s work? 
That the foundation is God’s inspired? That the stone 
was rejected in the first place? That there needs to be 
rejection, suffering, hurt and denial? This story is not a 
simplicity tale or a morality tale. It gets to the very heart 
of the human face of God breaking out into our world. 
No matter how God could have chosen to interact with 
our world we still would have hurt him, rejected him, 
rebelled against him. The message that Matthew keeps 
bringing to us through the wonderful parables of Jesus is 
that we have a merciful God. Without the grace of God 
there would be no hope for any of us, and we have to 
keep letting that grace work in our hearts and lives. 
 
And that leads me on the second reason for the text 
appearing in my blog as it does: “This is the way it is 
with you. God’s kingdom will be taken back from you 
and handed over to a people who will live out a kingdom 
life.” There is a staggering concept here – we have 
God’s kingdom in our hands. We have??? We have!!! 
 
So when did we get it? Who thought we’d be strong 
enough, wise enough to have this responsibility? Well, 
God did, the answer obviously is. And he gave us that 
responsibility the moment we put our trust in him, the 
moment we claimed him to be our Lord and Saviour. 
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He’s not waiting for us to get to a certain level. He’s not 
waiting for us to pass an exam. He’s not waiting for us to 
pass our 21st birthdays. The moment we truly believe, the 
moment we follow, the moment we become his disciples 
the kingdom is in our hands. And like the parable of the 
talents, we better start doing something with God’s 
kingdom, or it will be taken from us and given to people 
who will bring glory to God. 
 
What I’ve so enjoyed about this series from Matthew’s 
gospel in recent weeks is that the message is for me. Like 
the Parable of the Good Samaritan, we often think we’re 
the Good Samaritan and that it’s others who pass by on 
the other side. We identify with the characters in the 
stories outlined through the parable, and more often than 
not we identify with the good guys. And because we 
identify with the good guys there’s a real possibility we 
will not hear the message God is bringing to us. 
 
These parables were passed on by Matthew, Mark and 
Luke because they are for us – we are the ones with God’s 
kingdom in our hands and we need to do something about 
it. So these parables of mercy, compassion, grace, 
goodness, faithfulness and love are directed at us – as 
Jesus famously said in Matthew 13 – “Anyone with ears 
to hear should listen and understand.” A phrase repeated 
by St John the Divine in the book of Revelation – 
“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and 
understand what he is saying to the churches.” 
 
Are we listening? More importantly, are we doing 
something? 
This 
kingdom life 
is what 
we’re all 
about. Let’s 
tend and 
water and 
nurture, and 
give the 
glory to God 
in a 
wonderful 
harvest of 
lives of love. 
 
~ Peter Woods 
a weird thing 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=162
https://aweirdthing.wordpress.com/2011/09/26/in-our-hands/
https://aweirdthing.wordpress.com/2011/09/26/in-our-hands/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
 

How would you respond if someone asked you what the 
Ten Commandments are?  How would you respond to 
someone who says that the Ten Commandments were 
only meant for people in the Bible and do not apply to us 
today?  What priorities may we be tempted to place ahead 
of worshipping God?  Why do you think it may be hurtful 
to the Lord when He sees us placing these other priorities 
above our worship of Him?  How does obeying the 
commandment to not take the name of God in vain show 
our love for Him?  Why do you think the way we treat our 
parents is important to the Lord?  Has trying to live by the 
ten commandments provided you any blessings?  How 
so?  

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 19 
 

What other ways, besides the words of Scripture, can we 
learn about God?  When the Psalmist thinks of how God 
is revealed in nature, why do you think he turns foremost 
to the “heavens?”  How can there be speech without 
words, and what are the heavens saying?  What does the 
Psalmist say about the sun and how does its “character” 
teach us about God?  In a world filled with turbulence and 
uncertainty, how can the constancy of the sun (and of its 
Creator) give peace and comfort?  From what kinds of 
sins does the Psalmist ask forgiveness? How might these 
sins keep us from “telling the glory of God?”  How do 
both our words and our thoughts portray God to others?  
Faith Element 

____3rd Reading:  Philippians 3:4b-14  
 

What does it mean to “put no confidence in the flesh”? 
Why do you think Paul give himself as an example of this? 
What does Paul put his confidence in now?  Look over 
Paul’s credentials. What “gain” was he deriving from 
them? Why does he now see them as loss?  What does it 
mean to be “found in” Christ? How is this related to being 
righteous?  Paul says the ultimate purpose of being 
righteous is so that he can know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection. What does he mean by these things? Why 
might Paul consider it a mark of maturity to recognize your 
own imperfection?  How have you seen placing confidence 
in self rather than Christ affect your joy in Christ, 
perseverance in Christ, or your relationship with him?  
How might your life look differently if you were to believe 
by faith that Christ’s righteousness was enough for you in 
each moment of life?  Cru 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 21:33-46 

 
How did the landowner prepare his vineyard? Why did he 
prepare so thoroughly? Who are the tenants? If the 
landowner represents God, what does this teach about him?  
What does the landowner expect of the tenants? What 
shows that they are not the owners, but stewards of the 
vineyard? What does it mean to be stewards of God’s 
world?  When harvest time came and the owner sent his 
servants to get fruit, what happened? What does it mean to 
“collect his fruit”? Who do the servants represent? Why 
did the tenants behave in this way?  Why did the owner 
send his son? What did the tenants think and do when they 
saw the son? Who does the son represent? What does this 
reveal about sinful mankind? About God?  What did Jesus 
teach about the rejected stone? Who is the rejected stone? 
What do these things tell us about God’s purpose and work 
in history?  University Bible Fellowship 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Eternal God, 
whose signature we see, if we dare to look, 
in the creation of the universe, 
help us to look and to listen 
for Your handwriting and Your voice. 
 

Connect our temporary praise to Your timeless 
rhythms, 
Your ageless melodies, 
Your everlasting joyful noise. 
Guide us to focus upon You, 
knowing that in You, 
our distractions become new possibilities for action. 
 

Breathe life into our singing, our praying, 
our speaking, our listening, our touching, 
that all these activities might become more than they 
are. 
 

In our worship apart yet together, we reach out to 
You, O God, 
knowing that You have already enfolded us in Your 
arms. 
In Jesus, we pray. Amen.  
 

~ My Redeemer Lives 

However, since Jesus is indeed good news, our first 
response should not be our last response. We need 
also to reflect on the second and third chances that are 
offered in the parable. And ask ourselves: What are 
we going to do with all these beautiful grapes? With 
all this good wine? With the trust that has been 
bestowed on us? We are certainly frail, faulty and 
sinful. Can we also be honorable and keep our side of 
the lease agreement? 

~ David Ewart, Holy Textures via Suzanne Guthrie, At the 
Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=162
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=162
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=162
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/bible-studies/philippians-life-worthy-of-gospel/5.html
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=162
https://www.newjerseyubf.org/sun_question/85893
http://www.myredeemerlives.com/prayers.html
http://www.holytextures.com/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper22a.html
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper22a.html

