
him? Why is he getting special attention? They fail to 
appreciate that the love of God is infinite. When it is 
bestowed on any single one of us, it does not reduce the 
unbounded love available for you or me, and all of his 
children down through the ages. 
 
At Christ’s call, Zacchaeus drops from the tree… and 
lands on his feet a completely different person. Christ has 
told him: That today I must abide in thy house. And 
indeed from that moment, long before Jesus ever crosses 
this sinner’s thresh-hold; his grace has entered into and 
transformed Zacchaeus. Filled with grace, Zacchaeus 
immediately vows to make four-fold restitution to all 
those he has cheated. He further pledges to give half his 
wealth to the poor. Jesus rejoices: Today salvation has 
come to this house… for the Son of Man came to seek out 
and to save the lost. 
 
What does this gospel tell us? Jesus is coming. He’s 
looking for you. He’s inviting himself into your heart. 
Right now, as you are… run to him. Welcome him. He 
will enter your life and fill it with grace.   
  
God love you!  

~ David Sellery, This Week’s Focus 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

The Most Gracious Guest 

We always appreciate it when a gracious dinner guest 
brings a bottle of wine, some dessert or flowers. And we 
really appreciate it when a very gracious guest shows up 
with all three. In this week’s gospel, Jesus is the most 
gracious guest that ever was or ever will be. No wine. No 
dessert. No flowers. Gracious Jesus literally brings grace 
with him. Flowers fade. Dessert and wine are momentary 
pleasures. The grace of God lives forever. 
 
In this gospel Jesus is passing through Jericho and 
Zacchaeus, a local tax collector, is curious. He wants to 
see what all the excitement is about. So he climbs a tree to 
get a better look at Jesus. And rather than just seeing, he is 
seen. Christ looks up and looks right into Zacchaeus’ 
heart. And what he sees isn’t pretty. Zacchaeus is an 
opportunist, a sinner, grown wealthy by skimming and 
squeezing. He’s despised as a traitorous agent of Rome’s 
oppression. All in all, Zacchaeus is not a likely candidate 
for God’s grace. But Jesus is the master of the unlikely. 
As he has done so many times before, he reaches out to a 
sinner. He calls up to Zacchaeus and invites himself into 
the tax collector’s home. 
 
Why Zacchaeus? Why pick out this tax hustler for special 
attention? Surely in the whole city of Jericho, there are 
many, many others more worthy of a visit. So not 
surprisingly, the whole crowd begins to grumble. They 
had heard that Jesus was blessed. He was supposed to be 
special and here he wants to hang out with the town crook. 
What’s that all about? 
 
 At this point it’s useful to remember, that this isn’t reality 
TV. It is the gospel of Jesus Christ. There are no throw-
away lines; no meaningless gestures. Every miracle, every 
parable, every account is specifically constructed for our 
instruction and sanctification. Jesus is talking directly and 
deliberately right to us. He is telling us that God loves us 
in our sins. He does not withhold his love til we get 
organized and make ourselves presentable. He wants us to 
know that whatever our condition, God loves every one of 
us. None is more or less important. He rejoices in the 
faithful, while he relentlessly pursues the fallen. The 
grumbling crowd mirrors the reaction of the Prodigal’s 
elder brother. They tell themselves: We’re better than 
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...Whatever our condition, God  
           loves every one of us. 

https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=dbffd2070718c7bb6a1b9b7e0&id=f6f8319c5a&e=9d753c1a09
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=287


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
 

Would you call yourself a complainer? What is wrong 
with complaining? What type of situations might it be ok 
to issue a complaint? Is it ok to complain to God? Why 
or why not? Does God hear our complaints? What effect 
do those complaints have on God? When should you 
complain to God? What is Habakkuk complaining about 
in this passage? Is his complaint justified? Does God 
seem to be upset with Habakkuk’s complaint? Why 
would God spend time answering Habakkuk’s 
complaint? What answer does God give? How can God 
see something as fair when innocent people are 
punished? How would you have responded if you were 
Habakkuk? After this conversation, how could 
Habakkuk still remain righteous and trustful? Does God 
cause bad things to happen to innocent people? In light 
of this passage, how would you answer that question? 
What role does God have in justice in the world? Faith 
Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: 119:137-144 

 
Psalm 119:137 declares that the Lord is righteous. Take 
time to meditate on what that means. What examples 
from Scripture show the justice, truthfulness, faithfulness 
and righteousness of God and his ways? Why is it 
critical for the Christian to believe that God never errs? 
How will a firm belief in God’s right ways protect you 
when you walk through suffering? Why is God’s 
righteousness “bad news” for those separated from God? 
The Psalmist defends, depends, and delights in the 
Scriptures. How do we know this from the text? Who 
has been an example of any one of these characteristics 
to you? In which of these three areas do you most want 
and need to grow? Covenant Life Church 

____3rd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12  
 

As you’ve gone through difficulties, have those 
difficulties caused you to grow in love for God and 
others? If so, how? In what way did trials give evidence 
that God was at work in their lives? What about in your 
own life? These verses are a prayer of confidence in God. 
What is Paul praying for? When trouble comes, you may 
be tempted to feel ripped off, become angry at God or 
confused by him. When that happens, will you remember 
what your greatest good is? River Community Church 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 19:1-10 

 
Where do people in our culture turn for help, change or 
transformation? Why do you think that is? Where do you 
personally turn for help and change? In the first six verses 
(19:1-6), what are some things we learn about Zacchaeus? 
What kind of reputation might a chief tax collector 
develop in a town like this? What strikes you about the 
initial meeting between Jesus and Zacchaeus? What was 
the reaction of the crowd as they see this relationship 
develop between Zacchaeus and Jesus? Jesus is a master 
at building relationships and communicating with people. 
What does Jesus do to build a friendship with Zacchaeus? 
What seems to be going on inside Zacchaeus by the end of 
this encounter? How is he transformed by meeting Jesus? 
What might be some of the far reaching effects of this 
transformation on both Zacchaeus and the other people in 
his community? How does this passage illustrate Jesus’ 
life mission as stated in verse 10? What does this passage 
teach us about our life mission if we are a follower of 
Jesus? Christ Fellowship Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God is the rock to which you cling, 
       your hiding place. 
  This doesn’t mean that now you  
       should go 
           where no one can find you. 
Instead, this week, I invite you: 
       come down out of your own  
           sycamore tree. 
   Jesus is coming to your home, 
              to where you work 
                      or learn 
                           or play. 
Don’t be afraid. It’ll be all right. 
    Today salvation has come to this house, 
        because you too are a son or  
            daughter of Abraham and Sarah. 
 

~ Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren  

People love to hate a rich man. But they revile a 
generous fool even more. If Zacchaeus ever cared what 
people thought about him he could not have got 
wealthy, climbed a tree, or even paid restitution for 
fraud later on. The name Zacchaeus means “pure”. 
Despite a life of corruption, something in him remained 
pure in his deepest heart, making him ripe for plucking 
when Jesus encountered Zacchaeus in the sycamore 
tree. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God. Or be seen by God. 
 

Was there ever a faster conversion? Even Scrooge had 
to endure a night of hauntings before he 
turned. Zacchaeus, come down! I'm staying at your 
house! And how swiftly he ran, observes Augustine, to 
embrace the new life of salvation within his household. 
For most of us, conversion involves suffering, 
detachment, purgation, painful self-knowledge, and 
radical change. If love triumphs, however, the heart 
laughs in peace.  

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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