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Standing in Another’s Shoes 

All the world’s odd ‘cept thee and me, and even thee’s a bit 
peculiar.’ That was a common expression from my Grandma 

when I was little. I guess it might need a little adaption to those 
without a Cotswold country burr to their way of speaking: ‘the 
rest of the world is odd except you and me, and even you are a 

little peculiar.’ Not that it has the same ring to it. I doubt if I 
would have remembered it if she’d said it like that! 
 

What she meant was that other people are a mystery, and that 
even those close to you have that same mysterious quality to 
them. It’s really hard to sympathetically enter another person’s 
world – there is always something significant that evades you. 

In a profound way we are each our own person and other 
people only know a part of what really makes each one of us an 
individual – no matter how near in affection they are. 

 
It’s so hard to stand in another person’s shoes.  It’s easy to be 
imprisoned in your own cultural or national way of seeing 

things. My view of the world is so strong to me that I often fail 
to notice that other people don’t see things the same way. Mine 
is a small vision, but it seems to me to be a large vision so 

powerful is it in my understanding of reality. 
 
Smallness of vision is at the very heart of our gospel story 
today. Sure Zacchaeus is small in stature, but the detail directs 

our attention not to how tall he was, but how small his vision 
was. This isn’t a story about being short in the physical sense; 
it’s a story about being short of vision. Despite all his wealth 

and authority over others, his job made him a despised outsider. 
Think of his resentment, his defensiveness, his indignation, and 
his anger. Why should he have any empathy with those in the 

crowd – they hated him and we may suppose he hated them too. 
He climbs a tree to see who this Jesus is because they won’t let 
him get to the front to see. We might imagine him gritting his 

teeth and saying to himself ‘I won’t be pushed aside; I will see 
for myself; they won’t stop me!’ I can’t think of anything but 
anger that would have got a proud man like him up a tree. 

 
Zacchaeus precarious hangs on –to the branches and to 
his dignity. He just hangs on, but Jesus acts. Stopping, he says, 
‘Zacchaeus, come on down, right now.’ He calls him away 

from his precarious vision over the heads over others, to a face 
to face encounter. Jesus calls him out of the tree of his retreat – 
his vision obscured by leaves and his own trembling hold – to 

stand on solid ground next to the one he was expecting only a 
glimpse of. That’s Jesus for you – calling out, calling down, 
calling on. He did it to Zacchaeus, and he does it to us: ‘Come 

down from that obscure vision; come on and see me for 
the person I really am. 

And the calling on calls for a response. How hard it was for 
Zacchaeus to go up that tree; but it takes even more courage to 

come down. Attention is being drawn to him in a way that 
may threaten him. Will the crowd become angry with him? 
Will there be abuse –verbal or even physical? But 

these things, if they cross his mind, are quickly dismissed. He 
hurries down out of the tree, we’re told, and is happy to be 
received by Jesus, and in his turn receive Jesus. The crowd’s 
reaction indicates that he would have been justified in some 

hesitation – they grumble at what is going on. Yes, hesitation 
might have been sensible, but there is not a hint of it. Above 
the hullabaloo of the crowd Zacchaeus hears the call of Jesus, 

and like the disciples, responds in an instant. There’s courage 
here; there’s a willingness to see things differently; literally as 
well as metaphorically– the view is very different standing 

next to Jesus than it has been up in the leaves! Zacchaeus 
responds – and that’s the challenge us – will we respond when 
we have the opportunity of standing next to  Jesus rather than 

looking on through a mist of greenery? 
 
The shift in vision can be amazingly rapid and awe-inspiringly 
new. Jesus can change our view on the world and our view of 

our place within it – in an instant.  Encountering Jesus 
the world’s ways are turned completely upside-down – a 
familiar story to us by now if we’ve been listening carefully to 

what Luke’s Gospel tells us. Salvation is costly –by the 
world’s standards, too costly – but by God’s standards it’s 
all together other, and that’s cause for great joy. Don’t 

calculate or the moment will have gone. Rather respond here 
and now and your joy will know no bounds. This is a massive 
shift of vision – but what a vision it offers. Stand in the shoes 

of God – what me? Yes, YOU. Be a Zacchaeus. Stand with 
Christ – look on no longer. 
 

In the letter to the Romans (5.2) Paul says ‘we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we stand.’ That’s Zacchaeus – 
standing in grace next to the one who has called him. That’s 
where we should stand too. That’s where we do stand when 

we respond to the one who calls.   ‘For the Son of man came 
to seek out and to save the lost.’  Hurry down, he wants to stay 
at your house today. 
                                         ~ An excerpt from Preacher Rhetorica 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
 

What can we learn about Habakkuk in verses 1-4, from 
the way he views the things happening around him?  Does 
his tone seem disrespectful? Why or why not?  What is 
God’s answer – what is about to happen? Do you think 
this is the answer Habakkuk was expecting?  What do we 
learn about the Babylonians from this passage?  What 
images are used to describe them?   What is Habakkuk’s 
complaint with God’s method?  Does God provide 
justification? If we live “by faith,” will we sin less than 
other people? What makes us righteous?  How does faith 
allow us to see a more eternal view of things, even when 
we don’t understand the things happening around us?  
Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 119:137-144  

 
Psalm 119:137 declares that the Lord is righteous. Take 
time to meditate on what that means. What examples 
from Scripture show the justice, truthfulness, faithfulness 
and righteousness of God and his ways?  Why is it critical 
for the Christian to believe that God never errs? How will 
a firm belief in God’s right ways protect you when you 
walk through suffering?  Why is God’s righteousness 
“bad news” for those separated from God?  The Psalmist 
defends, depends, and delights in the Scriptures. How do 
we know this from the text? Who has been an example of 
any one of these characteristics to you? In which of these 
three areas do you most want and need to grow?  Covenant 
Life Church 

____3rd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12  
 

Have you ever met a person and gone away thinking, 
"They must be a Christian." What gave you that 
impression?  What good things does Paul notice about the 
lives of the Thessalonians?  Why do you think that in times 
of persecution, some people's faith and love grow while 
others' fail?  According to this passage, what makes a 
person "worthy of [God's] calling"?   In light of his 
teaching about God's judgment, why does Paul pray as he 
does in verses?  How can God's justice encourage you 
when things are "just not fair"?  If someone were to pray 
for you as Paul did in verses 11-12, what is one specific 
way in which you would want God to change your life?  
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 19:1-10  

 
Why do you think Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus so much 
that he sacrificed his dignity?  Does giving your money 
away bring joy, or anxiety, or regret, or something else?  
What sort of experience would inspire enough trust to offer 
half of our possessions to the poor?  What would it require 
for you to be "independent" of your money?  What does 
"binding the world together" look like in your life and 
community?  Weekly Seeds 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord of our richest encounters 
you heard the hidden cry of Zacchaeus 
to welcome you into his home. 
Teach us too hear the whispers of the world, 
to feel its pain, and then bravely voice 
so may cries for justice, and for peace. 
 

~ Us.  (the new name for USPG) 

Behind Each Door 
 
As you and I walk down this terraced street 
Where all the houses seem to be from a common 
mould 
And each door looks the same, 
It would be easy to be mistaken 
And assume that those inside each house 
Are from a common mold. 
You and I know, Lord, 
That each household has a different story 
Of happiness, heartache, and health, 
wealth, weariness, and worry, 
sadness, solitude, and sickness, 
energy, encouragement, and excitement. 
I see pictures of biblical villages, 
With square white houses all the same, 
When the same assumption could be made. 
Yet you cut through all of that 
And treated everyone differently: 
 
‘Follow …’; ‘Return …’; ‘Give away …’; 
‘Be reborn …’; ‘Tell everyone …’; ‘Keep silent …’. 
 
Keep me alive, Lord, 
To the special uniqueness 
Behind each door. 
 

~ Martin Wallace, City Prayers, Canterbury Press, 1994 
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