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Hurting Together 
 
There are three characters in this story about Jesus’ life:  
Jesus, Bartimaeus, and the crowd.  Called “they” or 
“many,” the crowd is as important a player as the other 
two. 
 
 “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” cried the 
blind man outside the crowd, alongside the road, at the 
fringes of society.  This was his place, where his 
blindness had put him.  This was where he could get the 
only help available to him—a few handouts from 
passersby.  Probably sitting at the gates of the city—not 
a bad place for a beggar to hang out.  He cried out, as he 
always did, for alms.  But when he heard that Jesus was 
in the crowd, his pleas changed.  I don’t know if he even 
held out hope for healing, or if he expected something 
else from Jesus.  Perhaps he’d heard of other healings.  
Members of the crowd told the man to be quiet, but he 
was determined to be heard.  “Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” 
 
Though they tried to shush the crier, Jesus stood and 
turned.  “Call him here,” he said.  And they did.  Maybe 
the same ones who had previously told Bartimaeus (not 
a little meanly) to be quiet, now followed the merciful 
example of Jesus:  “Take heart, Bartimaeus!  Get up!  
Jesus is calling you!” 
 
And he did.  He didn’t just amble, but threw off his 
cloak, jumped to his feet, and came to Jesus.  And so it 
happened.  Bartimaeus was healed of his blindness and 
became a disciple, following Jesus along with the crowd 
that had, a few moments before, told him to be quiet.  
 
The story of Jesus’ healing of a blind man is a story of 
mercy and hope.  It’s also a story of community, a 
theme of Mark.  He has so far included gentiles, 
Pharisees, tax collectors, sinners.  
 
Now Mark includes the sick, because illness 
marginalizes people.  It often keeps them from being 
able to participate fully in the life of the community.  
They can’t climb the steps as well as they used to, can’t 
drive after dark, can’t get out where they might infect 
others or be infected.  
 
There is more emotion in this story than in many others, 
expressed through verbs:  the crowd first “sternly 
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ordered” Bartimaeus into silence and later told him to 
“take heart”; Bartimaeus shouted and cried for mercy, 
threw off his cloak and sprang to his feet, then 
followed.  Far from refusing to deal with emotional, 
hurting people, Jesus responded to the hurt shouts and 
cries and to the enthusiastic hopes of a man in need.  
 
There is much about the workings of human pain within 
a community in this story, workings that many will 
recognize.  The blind man, in great need, continually 
calls out for help, not just on this day, but every day.  
He is there, by the side of the road, asking for aid.  Just 
as we often do, the people walk on by.  And some of 
them try to get him to be quiet.  Are they worried Jesus 
will be disturbed?  Or are they using that as an excuse 
to quiet him because they are disturbed?  Maybe they 
are disturbed by the reminder that there is pain in the 
world, they are disturbed by how close that pain has 
come to them—close enough to reach out and touch 
them, and they would just as soon not hear about it.  
They’d rather hear the words of Jesus than the petitions 
of a sick man.  
 
But the one in need is wise enough not to keep the pain 
bottled up inside.  He shouts, he cries out to Jesus, and 
Jesus recognizes and responds to his pleas.  
 
The crowd response is interesting, isn’t it?  At first 
silencing, after they see how Jesus responds, they too 
turn to the man and tell him to take heart, get up, and 
draw close, because his cries have been heard and Jesus 
wants to see him. 
 
I see in this Jesus story a human being in pain, who 
thankfully isn’t afraid to talk about it, and a community 
that initially is reluctant to hear his pain but eventually 
is willing to listen and to help.  
 
What would it be like in our churches and communities 
if we encouraged those in pain to talk about it, if we 
made a space for those who are troubled to be heard?  
Would we start support groups, open our buildings as 
places where social workers could mingle with street 
people, set up a program for lay people to visit with the 
elderly and sick, just to listen?  And once we truly 
listen, we have no other way to go than to begin to 
show them the mercy and hope of Christ, to encourage 
them to take heart because Jesus has heard their cries.  
 

~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=225
https://melissabanesevier.wordpress.com/2012/10/23/hurting-together/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
 

Why do you think people, for millennia, have assumed 
that when something bad happens to someone, that person 
must have done something to deserve it?  What does Job 
acknowledge in his response? Is he admitting guilt?  The 
writer tells us that God restored Job’s fortune, and even 
gave him twice as much as he had before. Is this God’s 
usual way of dealing with people’s misfortune? Why do 
you think God chose to do this for Job?  Even after his 
fortunes were restored, Job apparently still needed 
comfort and consolation from his friends. Why?  Why 
might God have used Job’s friends and family to restore 
part of his fortune?   In what ways do we, even today, 
sometimes live and work with the expectation that our 
righteous living will bring about blessings?  If our deeds 
are not done to accrue blessings, then why should we do 
them?  Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22) 

What do you think it means to boast in God?  How is this 
type of boasting not prideful and arrogant?  What events 
and interventions that God has given to you would cause 
you to “boast in God”?  How can we boast in God, and 
avoid the risk of becoming spiritually arrogant?  When 
David asked God for help, what did God give him? How 
might this be different from the request and expectations 
that you or others you know have had of God?  David 
praises God confidently in the midst of troubled times. 
Obviously this kind of confidence did not start when he 
wrote this psalm. Think back over David’s life. What 
things had David experienced long before the threat of 
Saul, that may have prepared him to praise God in the 
midst of trouble?  In what ways have you or others that 
you know “tasted” the goodness of God? Eagle Christian 
Church 

____3rd Reading:  Hebrews 7:23-28  
 

Name a friend who has your back no matter the situation.  
Why is it necessary for us to have a great High Priest?  
What is the significance of the many priests needed in the 
Old Testament and Jesus being our only High Priest?  
What makes it possible for Jesus to always be able to save 
those who come to God through Him?  What does it mean 
that Jesus lives to intercede for us?  How did the coming of 
Christ eliminate the need for the old priesthood?  Is there 
anything that you could do as a believer in Christ for Jesus 
to turn His back on you?  Jesus lives to intercede for you 
and He stands in the gap for you. He deserves your all. 
Does your life reflect your full devotion to Him? What is 
the evidence?  Grace Community Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Mark 10:46-52 

 
What do you love most about the gift of sight?  What do 
you like about not “being bankrupt?”  What does 
Bartimaeus do when he hears Jesus of Nazareth is coming?  
When Bartimaeus gets loud the crowd rebukes him.  What 
does Bartimaeus risk by getting even louder?  What do you 
think Bartimaeus thinks and feels as he hears that Jesus is 
calling him?  Jesus asks Bartimaeus...”what do you want 
me to do for you?” Wow! What a question! What if Jesus 
asked you this today? How would you answer it?  
Bartimaeus asks for a “big” supernatural thing. Not five 
dollars. He wants his sight!  How might this instruct us on 
what we ask Jesus?  What might the Lord be leading you 
to do but it might be difficult because of people rebuking 
you?  What makes us slow to “throw off our cloaks?”  The 
Bridge 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O Jesus Christ, teacher and healer, 
you heard the cry of the blind beggar 
when others would have silenced him. 
Teach us to be attentive 
to the voices others ignore, 
that we might respond 
through the power of the Spirit 
to heal the afflicted 
and to welcome the abandoned 
for your sake and the sake of the gospel. Amen. 
 

~ Revised Common Lectionary Prayers  

Crying out. Throwing off the cloak. Entering the way. 

Week by week the Marken Gospel stories have been 
leading us into deeper dedication. The story AFTER 
Bartimaeus is Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. If, after 

throwing off his cloak he follows Jesus “on the way,” 
Bartimaeus walks immediately from his blindness into 
the Passion. 

Had he not cried out and persisted, he might have 
stayed a beggar in Jericho. 
 

And what about that cloak? Is the son of Timaeus 
throwing philosophy over for the way of Christ? And 
by engaging fully in the way, does he represent the 

TYPE of the newly baptised, clothed in white, 
witnessing to the resurrection at the empty tomb  - with 
his own eyes?  

Still clinging to my cloak, 
- Suzanne  
                                     ~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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