
translated “set at nought.” And what is nought? Another 
word for zero. Nothing. Not there. 

In other words, Jesus is talking about those who see others as 
less-than. And my earlier proposal is that we see others as 
zeros, as less-than, as noughts, in two ways. 

First, there is active contempt. This often comes from either 
an underlying lack of self-esteem, or from an actual belief of 
superiority… 

And if I was a betting man, I would bet that many of you are 
feeling superior to the Pharisee. Surely, I do not practice 
either sort of active contempt for my fellow human beings, 
right? That poor Pharisee, so unaware of the reality of his 
heart…I suspect that many of us who try to be Jesus-
followers are more self-aware than the Pharisee, and we do 
not practice active contempt very often. 

But then there’s passive contempt. Passive contempt is when 
we act as if the other person doesn’t matter. It’s not that we 
are actively trying to put them down, or actively comparing 
ourselves to them. It’s just that we don’t see them as a fellow 
human being, at all. We don’t see them as having concerns of 
their owns, or needs, or desires, or feelings, or of being of 
any value, at all, one way or the other. As far as our actions 
are concerned, they are a Zero... 

When I think about Jesus, though, I know in my gut that he 
was different: he saw everybody. And I mean really saw 
them, all of each of them. Each person was a unique creation 
of God to him. And he treated each of them the same — 
special and loved of God. 

THAT is the mark of the Jesus follower. Not only have they 
moved past active contempt, they are constantly on guard 
against passive contempt as well. They live their lives aware 
of every person around them, connecting, loving, caring, 
seeing... 

“The opposite of love is not 
hate, it’s indifference. The 
opposite of art is not 

ugliness, it’s indifference. 
The opposite of faith is not 
heresy, it’s indifference. And 
the opposite of life is not 
death, it’s indifference.” 

 
~ an excerpt by Bruce Maples, Bruce Writer 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Seeing Others as Zeros 

Years ago, there was a certain band-director who was known 
for building a winning program, no matter what it took. One 
tactic he used was to take coat hangers and shape them into a 
circle, with the hangar part made into a handle. If you messed 
up the marching drill, you had to put down your instrument 
and carry one of these coat-hangars, while the other members 
of the band chanted a little ditty that called you a Zero. 

I’m sure that at this moment, many of you are thinking “what a 
horrible thing to do to a young person!” And yes, it’s certainly 
not an example from the John Wooden school of leadership. 

I submit, though, that every one of us is guilty of the same 
thing. We see others as “zeros” in at least two ways. Make the 
jump to see where you fit. 

In Luke 19:8, Jesus tells the familiar parable of the Pharisee 
and the tax collector. Both men go to the Temple to pray. (So, 
both are religious.) The Pharisee is thankful that he is not like 
other people: thieves, adulterers, rogues … or even that sorry 
tax collector over there. (Some translations note dryly that the 
Pharisee was praying to himself, which is a parable unto 
itself.) 

The tax collector, on the other hand, repeats over and over, 
“Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.” And Jesus notes that it 
was the tax collector, not the Pharisee, who left there “justified 
before God.” In other words, the tax collector approached God 
the right way, with the right attitude, and moved closer to God 
as a result, while the Pharisee left pretty much the same way 
he had come in — in self-delusion. 

We could draw the contrast between the two men: the slimy 
occupation of tax collector versus the upstanding religious 
mien of the Pharisee. We could talk about humility, or prayer, 
or confession, or any number of other topics within this 
parable. 

But I want to go back to Zeros. The opening verse, Luke 18:9, 
says that Jesus had a target audience for this parable: 

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt. 

In the KJV, that last phrase is translated “despised others.” In 
the Greek, the verb is ἐξουθενέω, which means “to make of no 
account, to despise utterly.” That same verb in other places is 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Joel 2:23-32 
 

What does God promise beginning in 2:28? What were 
the miraculous manifestations that would happen in those 
days? What blessing is promised in 2:32, and what must 
people do to receive it? How might mindful dwelling in 
God’s commandments redefine, reorient, and reorganize 
your duties and responsibilities in life? What might you 
be called to reassess and reprioritize as part of that 
mindful dwelling? Bible Study Lessons, The Episcopal 
Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 65 

 
How do we view the world around us? When we see evil 
triumph, do we see God’s judgment in the backdrop of it 
all? Or when we see the beauty of creation and the 
blessings of produce and meat in the grocery store, do our 
hearts warm as we think of the goodness of God? How is 
it that we have come into the church to praise God and 
others have not? Before launching into a litany of praise, 
what does the Psalmist do first? In this psalm, what are 
the specific things for which the Psalmist praises God? 
Can you hear the corn fields sing the goodness of God? 
How sensitized are we to seeing the goodness of God in 
the little things of life? Generations 

____3rd Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18  
 

What is the hardest thing you’ve ever finished/
completed/accomplished? What was it like going 
through it all? What was it like to finish? What does 
Paul proclaim here? It’s as though all the names Paul 
mentions in this passage serve to illustrate the truths 
Paul voices in verses 16-18. Rather than just seeing 
them as a random assortment, how can you see all these 
people and relationships and encounters as descriptive 
of verses 16-18? What does vs. 18 tell us about God as 
our rescuer and deliverer? What does Paul proclaim in 
regards to “safety” as a follower of Christ? Our western 
Christian culture can make our faith sound like 
promises of health, wealth, and safety. But this is not 
what we find in this passage. What instead does Paul 
proclaim? Have you experienced hardships that have 
come with following Jesus? How have they shaped you 
for good rather than harm? Fellowship North 
 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 18:9-14 

 
In what areas do you find you compare yourself to 
other people? What are the areas that make you feel as 
if you do not measure up? What comparisons were 
being made that caused Jesus to teach this parable? 
Why did the Pharisee pray the prayer that he did? What 
was the problem with the Pharisee taking pride in his 
accomplishments? Was there anything good about his 
prayer? Why does Jesus prefer the tax collector’s 
prayer instead? How is this a story about God rather 
than a story about a Pharisee and tax collector? If God 
is the only one who can compare and judge, how should 
we live our lives? When we compare ourselves to 
others, what standard do we use? When we approach 
God, what standard does God use? How can we live a 
life in which we do not compare ourselves to others, but 
in humility we come before God? Faith Element 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

We know so well, Lord God, the dearth 
of our awareness.  For we guess the best 
and celebrate as victory 
the sort of zeal that satisfies. 
Teach us awareness of our void 
and lure us to commend our want 
that in the end the humble find 
your gentleness so kind. 
Amen 

~ Rev. William Flewelling, Life in Liturgy 

… He opened the book [The Philokalia], found the 
instruction by St. Simeon the New Theologian, and 
read: "Sit down alone and in silence. Lower your head, 
shut your eyes, breathe out gently and imagine yourself 
looking into your own heart. Carry your mind, i.e., 
your thoughts, from your head to your heart. As you 
breathe out, say 'Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.' 
Say it moving your lips gently, or simply say it in your 
mind. Try to put all other thoughts aside. Be calm, be 
patient, and repeat the process very frequently." 

 

~ The Way of the Pilgrim, trans. R.M.French,  
via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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