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Faith — ‘A Little Dab’ll Do Ya!’ 

More is not always necessary, or even better. If you 
recognize the reference in the title of this reflection 
then you know that more than a little dab can 
sometimes even be detrimental. It’s a normal human 
tendency to think that more of something will be 
better; Jesus’ disciples were no exception. 

To understand deeply the context of this week’s 
gospel lesson, you need to up back and start reading 
at least from the beginning of chapter 17, but 
preferably a couple of chapters earlier. If you have 
one of those Bibles with Jesus’ words in red, you’ll 
notice that he’s been doing a whole lot of instructing. 
In fact, the words that seem to push the disciples over 
the edge to ask for more faith are these: 

Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe 
to anyone by whom they come! 2It would be better 
for you if a millstone were hung around your neck 
and you were thrown into the sea than for you to 
cause one of these little ones to stumble. 3Be on your 
guard! If another disciple sins, you must rebuke the 
offender, and if there is repentance, you must forgive. 
4And if the same person sins against you seven times 
a day, and turns back to you seven times and says, ‘I 
repent,’ you must forgive” 

No wonder they asked for more faith! The pressure is 
on for do-it-yourself discipleship. How in the world 
can any one of us—then or now—make the grade? 
Stumbling blocks and leading folks astray unawares, 
disciplining the wayward, forgiving the repentant, 
and (gulp) not just forgiving but REALLY forgiving, 
even when dealing with a repeat offender. Sort of 
makes one want to throw up the hands and look for 
the line where they’re handing out rope and 
millstones. 

But that’s exactly the point. We can’t do this on our 
own. It is impossible. And that’s what Jesus is trying 
to get his disciples (and us) to see. It is not about us at 

all. It’s all about God and what God can do with 
ordinary, fallen, fragile, broken, and wonderful 
bumbleheads like us. We don’t need to supersize our 
faith. We don’t need to feel inadequate because 
someone else seems like more of a saint or appears 
better-equipped for ministry. We don’t need to have 
edifice envy because the church down the street has 
a full parking lot every Sunday. And we don’t need 
to be bigger, better, rockstar Christians. 

According to Jesus all we need is the faith of a 
mustard seed. A tiny little seed’s worth of faith is 
enough to produce much fruit. A little dab of faith’ll 
do ya; it’s enough to see you through. By the winds 
of the Holy Spirit God will equip, inspire, and send 
us to do what we’re called to do—to serve the world 
in the name of Christ because we have been loved, 
and fed, and saved by a gracious and amazing God. 

So relax. Breathe. Quit fretting. Give yourself 
permission to mess up, because even if you do (and 
you will), God will be right there to get you back on 
your feet so you can try again. God will provide. 
You don’t need more faith or greater faith or bigger 
faith; just exercise the faith you have, no matter how 
paltry or pitiful it may appear to you. God is in the 
business of maximizing the small broken bits and 
pieces of ordinary, everyday faithful folk. Go into 
the world and share this amazingly good news! 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Lamentations 1:1-6 
 

Do you ever feel like the punishment for sin outweighs 
the offense?  Why is this never the case?  Have you ever 
been tempted to accuse God of wrong doing?  Is God ever 
guilty of sin? Why or why not?  Is our first instinct to 
defend ourselves or to confess our sins in the midst of 
suffering and sorrow?  Why do you think our first instinct 
is to defend ourselves rather than to confess our sins?  
How might we foster the humble discipline of confessing 
our sins when suffering?  The Church at Brook Hills 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 137  

 
Why do you think we prefer not to read the last verses of 
Psalm 137?  How do you react to these verses, and to a 
prayer for vengeance?  Do you feel that you can take 
every experience to God? Why or why not?  When have 
you taken your anger to God?  How do we turn anger into 
positive energy?  Weekly Seeds 

____3rd Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14  
 

What advice would you give to a person who has let use of 
a spiritual gift or ministry lapse? How can a gift or 
ministry be rekindled? What might be involved in 
reclaiming use of such a gift?  Can you give examples of 
how cowardice and shame may have kept you from 
identifying yourself as a Christian on occasion? From 
testifying clearly about your faith? According to verse 12, 
what is the antidote for cowardice and shame? How then 
do we combat the cowardice and shame we might 
recognize in ourselves?  Paul is writing to encourage timid 
Timothy. How is Paul’s focus on Christ and the gospel 
designed to encourage Timothy? How is this an antidote 
for shame?  According to verse 12, what is the source of 
Paul’s fearlessness? What does he trust God to guard for 
him?  Jesus Walk 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 17:5-10  

What is faith? How great then is the disciples’ faith?  In 
relation to their confession does Jesus command the 
possible or impossible in his parables of the mustard seed 
and the mulberry tree?  What is the purpose of Jesus 
parable?  Do the disciples need more faith or a different 
faith?  How are these verses reflected in your faith?  How 
have you used the tools of faith to grow closer to the Lord? 
The First Premise, Word Sunday 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Savior Christ, increase our faith 
that we may trust the unseen truths as more 
important 
than bland or trivial physical possessions. 
 
Loving God, increase our hope 
that we may reach out for a better tomorrow 
and be 
undaunted by temporary setbacks. 
 
Inspiring Spirit, increase our love 
that we may put into the world something of the 
joy 
and compassion which you put into our lives. 
 
For the sake of your new world, 
and to your praise and glory. 
Amen! 
 
~ Bruce Prewer, Bruce Prewer’s Home Page 

The word 'faith' (pistis, in the Greek) is often 
spoken about as if it meant trying to talk 
ourselves into intellectual assent to something, 
with "increasing our faith" meaning that we are 
successfully persuading ourselves that we have 
adopted an idea we think is ridiculous. That's 
not faith; it's self-deception, and usually a 
pretty unsuccessful kind of self-deception that 
results in our feeling a little guilty and 
hypocritical, as we know that we don't actually 
believe what we say. 

 

But faith is not about intellectual projection 
and assessment; it is not an intellectual 
analogue to that process we go through to build 
and maintain hubris. Faith is relationship -- a 
relationship of trust, of allegiance. When Jesus 
talks about "faith," he's not talking about what 
you do in your head; he's talking about what you 
do with your hands and your feet, your wallet 
and your privilege, your power and your time. 
Faith in Jesus is not shown by saying or thinking 
things about him, but by following him. 
 
-Sarah Dylan Breuer 
Dylan's Lectionary Blog for Proper 22C 
www.SarahLaughed.net 
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