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Pester, Pester, Pester 

I grew up in a culture where it was considered poor form 
and impolite to be a bother or to pester someone. Children 
were “seen, not heard.” Adults were civil, or worse yet, 
nice (a word laden with baggage in the South). Folks who 
either “made a stink” or “raised a ruckus” were highly 
suspect and sometimes even the objects of outright 
ridicule. If you follow the rules, keep your composure, and 
do what’s right, the 
hope is 
that everything will 
turn out okay. If it 
doesn’t, well, you 
still aren’t supposed 
to do too much 
grousing because 
after all, no one ever 
said life was fair. 

Yet here in this week’s gospel lesson, we find Jesus lifting 
up another kind of behavior–that of persistent pestering 
and incessant bothering. In the story of the Unjust Judge 
and Persistent Widow, Jesus seems to be saying to avoid 
the route of asking nicely and then waiting to see whether 
get results. Advocating for  justice and is messy work, 
Jesus seems to say, and a process that can be long, 
wearysome, and frustrating. Yet we are not to lose heart 
but rather keep on praying, pestering, and persevering. 

One way to 
unpack this 
parable is to 
understand God 
as the judge and 
Christians in the 
role of persistent 
widow. That 
makes for a nice 

example, but there is one major issue with that 
approach: God is NOT like the judge at all. God’s nature 
is to love and to give lavishly. God doesn’t give just to get 
rid of us; the Creator of the universe desires to be in 
relationship with the created. Perhaps, then, this approach 
is not the most fitting application of the story. 

One could liken the judge (who neither fears God nor 
respects anyone) to the forces in this broken world that run 
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counter to God’s way of being, and to the powerful who 
abuse their power, exploit the marginalized, and ignore the 
injustices and suffering around them (sometimes a result of 
their own doing). We, then, are urged to be persistent in 
opposing these forces and calling for justice. Perhaps our 
persistent pestering will indeed wear down the will and the 
walls are barriers to justice. Plus, in the midst of all this 
pestering, God is with us. God is active in the world, and 
God hears and answers prayers. Jesus makes this reality 
quite clear in verses 7and 8. 

He ends with a rather odd question: “And yet, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” Of course 
our immediate response is “Well, duh, yes. Hello! What 
about us? Aren’t we the good guys?” Perhaps we’d better 
think this one through a little more. 

How often do we fail to persevere and advocate for justice 
and equity? Are we like the widow in Jesus’ example, or 
are we sleepy disciples who fail to follow through on the 
simplest of requests? Are we determined to wear down all 
that opposes the inbreaking of the reign of God, or are we 
more willing to go with the flow–being seen not heard as 
we meekly and passively watch the world go by outside 
our safe little fortresses? 

The question is not whether the Son of Man will find faith 
when he comes. It is rather where he will find faith; it may 
not be in the most 
obvious places or ways. 
Whether he finds such 
faith in action with us is 
our choice. Are we 
willing to “make a stink 
in solidarity” and “raise 
a holy ruckus” knowing 
that God is with us? I 
pray that we will, my 
faithful friends. We 
have nothing to lose 
because we have 
already gained 
everything, so pester, 
pester, and pester some 
more. 
 
~ Sharron R Belzard, 
    Stewardship of Life 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Jeremiah 31:27-34 
 

God’s people were guilty of worshipping false gods. 
What are the idols that tempt people today?  God’s people 
sacrificed their own children to the detestable Canaanite 
gods. What parallels do you see in contemporary society?  
What biblical commandments do you think are hardest for 
modern people to keep?  Fractured relationships are hard 
to repair. God demonstrated unimaginable mercy by 
offering a fresh start to his estranged love. How does this 
inform our own need to offer our loved ones a new 
beginning? What are some examples of how you have 
received divine forgiveness? What are some examples of 
how you have granted human forgiveness?  Bethany 
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____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 119:97-104 

Why does the believer love God’s law? As this man 
internalizes the commandments and testimonies of God, 
he becomes wiser than three different groups of people. 
What are they?  Why is it dangerous to share the message 
in a way that carefully avoid all mention of God’s laws?  
Have our tastes been trained to enjoy God’s Word? What 
do we find sweet to the taste?  What are the “false ways” 
that we have come to hate?  How does the world attempt 
to deceive people?  Generations 

____3rd Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5  
 

What are the means by which God makes us wise for 
salvation and equips us for every good work?  If the 
Scriptures are the means by which God preserves our faith 
and conforms us to the likeness of Christ, then they are 
absolutely essential for our eternal wellbeing. Why, then, 
would we ever neglect the study of Scripture?  How does 
knowing that the words of Scripture are the words of God 
give you confidence?  How will you follow Paul’s 
command in 2 Timothy 4? While we may not all preach on 
a stage on Sunday morning, we are ALL called to make 
disciples of all nations. Think of specific ways you can 
obey these commands, even when it is difficult and 
unpopular?  Radical Experiment 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 18:1-8 

 
Jesus might have told this story when teaching about what 
his listeners thought of as the final coming of the kingdom 
of God. What difference might that make in the way we 
understand Jesus’ message in this story? Why?  The 
widow’s persistence in the story is described in particularly 
forceful terms; we might say she “keeps hammering away” 
at the judge in her demands for justice. What word or 
words would we use to describe this trait in a person? Do 
we think of this as a positive trait, a negative trait, or 
something else? When we think of the widow, do we have 
a generally positive impression, or not? Why?  Have we 
ever been in the position of the judge? When? What did we 
do? Have we ever been in the position of the widow? 
When? What did we do? What insight into the story have 
these experiences given us?  Matters of Interpretation 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of Justice, 
we know that in this hard world there are judges 
that neither fear God nor respect their fellow men. 
 

But you call us to remember 
the woman who gave one a hard time, 
crying out to him day and night, until he changed his 
mind - her sheer stubbornness. 
 

And we celebrate all those, women and men, 
who persist in the cause of right; 
who will not keep quiet; 
who insist on raising the issues, again and again; 
who campaign for unpopular causes, 
write letters, send emails, sign petitions: 
people round the world 
who pick up their pens or take to the streets -  
and young girls determined to go to school. 
 

We celebrate them: steadfast, down-to-earth, 
blessed with both stubbornness and courage, 
to change the world. Amen. 
 

~ Jan Sutch Pickard, Christian Aid 

Here’s an analogue to the life of prayer: Israel dwelt in 
the desert for forty years living a miracle, eating manna, 
following the pillar of cloud and fire. Numinous! 
Nevertheless, the people complained continually and 
fashioned a golden calf to worship while Moses 
lingered up on the mountain in the cloud of Divine 
Presence. Generations later, during the prosperity of the 
Davidic era, the Israelites looked back upon the escape 
from Egypt with awe, and the sojourn in the desert with 
reverence - even as a sort of honeymoon with Yahweh. 
 

Maybe the persistence asked from us requires not only 
retrospection but introspection. Looking again. Opening 
to the moment more deeply. Listening more 
profoundly. Perceiving the holy behind the ordinary. 
The Sacred within the mundane.  
 

                                                   ~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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