
We might step forward with words of love to counteract the 
rhetoric of hate, misogyny, bigotry, if we feared what God 
would think were we to remain silent, and respected those 
who feel the brunt of this rhetoric. 

We might reconsider our silence about Black Lives Matter 
if we began to imagine what God’s own silence would 
sound like and what respect really means. 

We might actually call out injustice in our world if we 
stopped to imagine God’s response to our complicity or if 
we asked ourselves, “do I really have regard for this 
person?” 

Yes, if fear of God and respect for the other were operative 
in our understandings of justice, justice might indeed look 
different. 

The other detail of this story not to overlook: the judge — 
the one with power and authority is the one who denies fear 
and rejects regard. The widow, completely lacking in 
power, is the one who names and even demands the central 
claim of the Gospel of Luke — justice for all, even her. 

In our places of power, because we do have it, are we able 
to have fear of God and respect for the other? How does 
power blur an ability to fear God and respect others? After 
all, why fear God when you are secure in your own power? 
Why respect others when your primary focus is how to 
secure the respect of others? 

And yet the widow gets what’s at the heart of God — 
justice. She does not ask for just anything, but for the justice 
she is owed, deserved, and which God promised... 

This story suggests that when you work for the Kingdom of 
God, the quest for justice is never over. The nature of our 
humanity, the truth of the human condition means that we 
will always assume that justice is ours to manipulate. It will 
always be our temptation to maneuver perceptions of justice 
to lean toward our own stakes and 
for our own sakes. It will always be 
our inclination to bend justice so as 
to leverage our own agendas. 
What’s the answer? The answer is 
to voice the widow’s bid: “God, 
please. Grant me justice.” Because 
when we ourselves can beg for 
justice, the Kingdom of God 
indeed comes near. 

~ an excerpt by Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Just Justice 

So, just how should we define justice? 

While this story from Luke is most certainly a commending 
of our contending with God (especially paired with the 
Genesis text), it is important to acknowledge the specificity 
of widow’s request. She asks for justice, which stands in 
stark contrast to the judge who has no fear of God and no 
respect for the other. In this contrast, a definition of justice 
comes into view. For Luke, then, justice means fearing God 
and having respect for others. If this definition were actually 
at work in our world here and now, I suspect our world 
would be a rather different place. 

Fear God. Respect others. Let’s pause for a minute and 
consider that were acts of justice or appeals for justice 
judged by these two criteria, we might reconsider just how 
just we really are. 

Is there any fear of God left? Or have we so tamed the 
Almighty so that he (yes, he, because that’s one way to 
domesticate God) is a mere aspect of our lives rather than 
the one who makes sense of our lives? 

Is there any fear of God left? Or have we insisted that in 
order to preach or do theology, we need to have God all 
figured out? “It is not the task of Christianity to provide 
easy answers to every question, but to make us 
progressively aware of a mystery. God is not so much the 
object of our knowledge as the cause of our 
wonder” (Kallistos Ware). 

Is there any fear of God left? Or have we decided that to 
fear God is a rather archaic phrase best left in the recesses of 
the Old Testament and certainly not binding on our lives 
now? 

And, is there any respect left for the other? Or have we 
totally bought in to the binaries of our society — that the 
other can only exist as our opposite? 

Is there any respect left for the other? Or has fear 
completely crushed our compassion? 

Is there any respect left for the other? Or has narcissism 
truly become as epidemic as it appears? 

We might think twice before denying the rights of LGBTQ 
people if we actually feared God and respected the other. 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 31:27-34 
 

God’s people were guilty of worshipping false gods. 
What are the idols that tempt people today? God’s people 
sacrificed their own children to the detestable Canaanite 
gods. What parallels do you see in contemporary society? 
What biblical commandments do you think are hardest for 
modern people to keep? What are some examples of how 
you have received divine forgiveness? What are some 
examples of how you have granted human forgiveness? 
How do we know Jesus today? How will we know Jesus 
in the kingdom come? How do we stay fresh in the 
teaching and forgiveness of God? Bethany Covenant Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 119:97-104  

 
What happens when we read and think about God’s 
Word? How has God communicated with us?  What can 
we learn about God’s Word from this psalm? What role 
should God’s Word play in our lives? How would you 
like to change the way you read or study God’s Word? 
How could you improve the quality or quantity of the 
time you spend reading and thinking about God’s Word 
this week? In what specific ways could you demonstrate 
your love for God’s word in the next few weeks? 
LessonMaker 

____3rd Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5 
 

Why is it important to study the Bible? Who has taught 
you the Bible? Who are you teaching the Bible? 
What is the central message of the Bible? What does it 
mean that the Bible is “God-breathed”? Why does the 
Bible matter for us? How does the Bible help us? How 
serious is Paul about sharing the message of the Bible? 
How do we balance common sense with Paul’s charge to 
preach “in season and out of season”? How should we 
feel if people reject Jesus for myths? What should our 
response be, regardless? Cornerstone 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 18:1-8  

 
What is a situation in which you find yourself frequently 
losing patience? Why is it difficult to remain patient? 
According to Luke, why does Jesus tell this parable? 
How would you describe the woman in Jesus’ story? 
How would you describe the judge? How does the 
woman in the story eventually get a response from the 
judge? What motivates the judge to act? How is the 
judge like and/or dislike God? What would lead the Son 
of Man to find faith on the earth when he returns? What 
would such faithfulness look like? When are you 
tempted to stop praying faithfully or to give up praying 
completely? In what situation or circumstance in your 
life do you long for God to bring justice? With what plea 
do you want to keep coming before God? How will you 
“pray and not give up”? What steps will you take? Calvin 
Presbyterian Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Generous God, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
you have shown us what it means to love. 
And you call us to follow Your example— 
to love our neighbours as we love ourselves. 
Continue to write your law of love on our hearts. 
 
Give us an unwavering passion for justice, 
and a tenacious faith that will not rest 
until the hungry are fed, 
the oppressed find relief, 
and the outsider finds a welcome. Amen. 
 
~ Christine Longhurst, Hunger for Justice: World Food 
Day 2016, posted on Canadian Foodgrains Bank  

Sometimes it's only in retrospect that I realize I have 
persevered at something. Usually I'm too busy doing 
what I have to do in the moment. But when given (or 
just taking) the opportunity for reflection, I find that 
I've made progress through all sorts of struggles and 
wrestlings to better myself in one way or the other. 

Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray 
always and not lose heart. In a certain city sits a 
comically self-regarding judge - and we all know the 
fellow! This misanthrope doesn't care about your 
righteous cause. 
 

But God does know. Pray like the importunate widow, 
says Jesus. Break through the guardians of your own 
fear, timidity, propriety, pride. Let the world see you 
rage outside the maw of hell and rattle the gates of 
heaven demanding justice. And don't lose heart. 
[We have been given the gift of] perseverance with 
which to approach God, like Jacob contending with the 
angel through the night, embracing the new life that 
comes with dawn.  

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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