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Great Teachers 

Did you know that ninety percent of the world's ice 
covers Antarctica? This ice also represents most of the 
fresh water in the world. Yet Antarctica is the driest 
place on the planet, with an absolute humidity lower 
than the Gobi desert. 
 

If you’re into biology, you may know this about the 
Mayfly -- after hatching, it takes up to three years to 
grow up, and then spends only one day as an adult. 
During that day it mates, lays eggs and expires. That 
last day must be absolutely spectacular. 
 

Next time you dust your house, you may be interested 
to know that most of the dust particles you are 
removing are actually tiny bits of dead skin. Don’t even 
ask how much dead skin has made its way into your 
favorite pillow. 
 
Did you know that the Mona Lisa has no eyebrows? 

 
Or that that 80% of your brain is water? Well, mine 
anyway. 
 
You’ve heard the expression "having a lark." Those 
who are interested in language might want to know that 

group of larks is called an exaltation. A group of owls is 
called a parliament. A group of crows is called a 
murder. A group of rhinos is called a crash, which 
seems to make some sense. But here’s the best of all: a 
group of Unicorns is called a blessing. 
 

As interesting as all of these facts are, I doubt any of 
them is bound to significantly change your life. The 
stuff we need to know in order to live happier, healthier 
and more meaningful lives does not usually come from 
tidbits of knowledge. More often it comes from people; 
and especially, people who mean something to us. Let 

me explain. 
 
For Ross Perot, the kind of knowledge that made the 
greatest difference in his life was actually gleaned from 
his mother. The American businessman and one-time 

presidential candidate made billions of dollars from the 

technology industry. But his mother, who raised him 
before the phrase "computer age" was ever coined, 
taught him how to live. She taught him one of the 
greatest lessons of all: she taught him about 
compassion for the less fortunate. 
 

Perot remembers the days of America’s Great 
Depression. "Hoboes" regularly knocked on their door 
asking for a little food. It puzzled young Ross that his 
house seemed to be singled out on their street. One day 
he learned why. On the curb in front of their house 
someone had etched a white mark, indicating to fellow 
travelers that this house was an "easy mark." This fact 

disturbed the boy and he asked his mother if she 
wanted him to erase the signal. She told him to leave it 
there. It was a lesson in compassion he never forgot. 
 
Some of the most essential life lessons and wisdom 
young Ross acquired did not come from a book or a 

classroom. They were lessons that came from those 
people closest to him. Many concerned themselves 
with the heart and spirit. They taught him about the 
world and the best way to live in it. 
 
Our greatest teachers are usually those who did not 

volunteer for the job. They are parents and friends, 
spouses and children. Much great wisdom is learned 
best from the example of those closest to us. 
 
And the remarkable fact 
is this: you are a great 

teacher. You teach 
powerful lessons every 
day of your life. You 
teach them simply by the 
way you live; by the way 
you respond to the world; 
and, by the little 

decisions you make. I 
wonder -- who’s 
watching and learning? 
 
~ Steve Goodier, 
Life Support System 
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Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 

 
October 16, 2016  
Proper 24C / Ordinary 29C / Pentecost +22  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Jeremiah 31:27-34 ◦ Psalm 119:97-104  
◦ 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5 ◦ Luke 18:1-8  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=284
http://stevegoodier.blogspot.com/2011/08/great-teachers.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 31:27-34 
 

There are three great promises in these verses, all pointing 
toward a future time. What are they?  This passage refers 
to a new covenant.  Why is a new covenant needed?  
(Note:  The Old Covenant can be found in Exodus 19:5-
8.) Was the Old Covenant a failure or was it eventually 
fulfilled?  What is the sign of the New Covenant and how 
do we remember it each week?  How is Jeremiah’s 
prophecy fulfilled that “I will put My law within them 
and on their heart I will write it…”?  How is God’s law 
written in our hearts?  How best is this “new law” 
manifested (demonstrated)? That is, what is the primary 
“law” of the New Covenant?  Walk with the Word 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 119:97-104 

 
Psalm 119 is about the truth of God’s Word and the 
importance of staying true to God and His Word.  ?  What 
words does the psalmist use for God's Word in Psalm 
119?  (Because he doesn't always refer to it as "the 
Word".)  Overall, what are some of the truths about God's 
Word that Psalm 119 emphasizes? Can you cite a 
memorable one?  What does this psalm tells us about the 
writer's attitude to God's Word? In what ways does that 
encourage you? In what ways does it challenge you?  Do 
we meditate on God’s Word because we love it; love it 
because we meditate on it, or both? ow would you 
communicate this to someone else? Based on this Psalm, 
how do you think you should read and study God’s 
Word?  What do you think it means to “have God’s word 
in your heart?” God’s word is nourishment to our souls. 
How do you incorporate scripture reading into your 
week?  New Joy Church 

____3rd Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5  
 

What are some ways God equips us? Scriptures serve as 
means by which God preserves our faith and conforms us 
to the likeness of Christ, and is essential for our eternal 
wellbeing. Do we then sometimes miss out by neglecting 
the study of Scripture or neglecting to spend time in the 
Word?  How does knowing that the words of Scripture are 
the words of God give you confidence?  How will you 
follow Paul’s command in 2 Timothy 4? While we may 
not all preach on a stage on Sunday morning, we are ALL 
called to make disciples of all nations. Think of specific 
ways you can obey these commands, even when it is 
difficult and unpopular? Chapter 4, verses 7-8 show us the 
key to Paul’s endurance: he was looking forward to his 
eternal reward. How does living with eternity in view 
change the way you live now?  The Church at Brook Hills 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 18:1-8  

What is your usual response when you pray and don’t 
receive the answer for which you were hoping?  Should we 
learn from this parable that God is easily annoyed by 
incessant requests?  Should we infer that if we ask God for 
something frequently enough he will eventually give it to 
us?  In his teachings about God Jesus frequently used 
comparison – if humans are like this, how much better 
must God be? If we look at the unjust judge in this light, 
what can we discern about God?  What is the real subject 
of this parable – is it about God, or is it about us (look 
again at verse 1, and the ending of verse 8)?  If this parable 
were speaking to us, about certain times and situations in 
our lives, what would those situations be?  Even though we 
don’t always immediately (or ever) receive what we ask 
for, what does this parable say we should do… and why?  
Even though the parable doesn’t state this directly, what 
benefit might persistent prayer hold for us?  Faith Element 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

My God, 
I pray that I may so know you and love you 
that I may rejoice in you. 
And if I may not do so fully in this life, 
let me go steadily on 
to the day when I come to that fullness. … 
 
God of truth, 
I ask that I may receive, 
so that my joy may be full. 
Meanwhile, 
let my mind meditate on it, 
let my tongue speak of it,   
let my heart love it, 
let my mouth preach it, 
let my soul hunger for it, 
my flesh thirst for it, 
and my whole being desire it, 
until I enter into the joy of my Lord, 
who is God one and triune, 
blessed forever. Amen. 
 

  -Anselm   c.1033-1109, Proslogion  

When we seem to have the least power—that is 
when God is listening the hardest.  God hears the 
heartbeat of the parent who sits worried by the 
bed of a child who isn’t getting well.  God hears 
the frustrated mumbling of the man who shuffles 
down the street in too-thin clothes on a cold night 
because he is afraid to go to a shelter.  God hears 
the anxious prayer of the grandmother who 
works two jobs to feed the grandchildren who live 
with her.  God hears the lonely footsteps of the 
widower through an empty home.  
 
...God is open, receptive, empathic.  And—what a 
concept!—faith is found wherever the troubled 
continue to trouble God with our prayers and 
worries. 

© Melissa Bane Sevier, 2010 
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