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Hospitality 101 

Save the date. You know those postcards you get in the 
mail? Well, we all just got one. God is throwing a big party 
-- and you are all invited. 

An extravagant banquet with God as the host is clearly the 
focus for the 18th Sunday after Pentecost.  Most of us are 

aware of this biblical image for describing God’s 
eschatological feast, symbolic of God’s reign, the arrival of 
the Kingdom of heaven, and God’s abundant grace. But 
while we all like a good party, it’s a curious metaphor 
indeed -- because parties never seem to go as planned. 

Take the guest list, for example. All are invited, it seems. 
Really? All? Is there no care to crafting a guest list? Then 
there’s Matthew whose celebration begins with a select list 
of invitees who refuse to come so that the host is then 
forced to invite everyone in sight. Somebody has to eat this 
food and drink the wine. Finally, there are those guests you 

simply don’t know what to do with who show up and 
clearly did not pay attention to the dress code on the 
invitation. 

You see, when you think about it, hosting a party is not so 
easy. In fact, it is vulnerable. Risky. Did I invite the “right” 

people? Will they get along? Who should sit next to whom? 
Will the guests like the food? Will the timing work out? 
Did I choose the right wine pairing (that’s always my 
worry). 

Furthermore, parties, events, well, they are always a cause 

for reflection on their success -- was it a good party? Did 
people have a nice time? Should I have served that dish? 
Did I tend to all of the guests equally? Will they want to 
come back if invited again? 

And we haven’t yet even touched on the actual act of 

inviting people into your home. That’s a lot of exposure. A 
lot of intimacy -- where the guests might see your attempts 
at controlled imperfection. When they might observe a 
disconnect between the you they know outside your home 
and now what you look like in your home. How they might 

wonder about your personal life, not to mention the 
inevitable fear of judgment, expectation, and competition. 

And the reverse, from host to guest, is also on the line. We 
might ponder our motivations for how we respond to 
invitations. When do we decline an invitation and why? Is 

it because we are already booked? Busy? Tired of 

obligation? We just don’t like the company? It doesn’t 
sound fun? We have better things to do? We don’t want to 
be seen or known in places and environments we cannot 
control? 

In the end, hospitality is not always a positive thing. There 

is risk involved, on the part of both host and guest. And 
hospitality, both offering it and receiving it, can be 
downright uncomfortable and sometimes even hurtful. 

When it comes to the parable from Matthew in particular, 
we certainly go to that personal place, thinking about 

ourselves and our fate, as we are wont to do when it comes 
to the First Gospel. Am I the invited? The chosen? Will I 
choose the right outfit to wear? And, if we are honest, we 
also find ourselves in the space of wondering about others. 
Who will be invited? Why were they invited? Who put 

this guest list together anyway? If the sense is that I have 
reduced the parable to mere frivolity and party planning 
101, then we have yet to explore the depths of what it 
means not to be offered hospitality; not to be invited; 
perhaps even rejected. We know it. We have experienced 
it -- what it feels like not to be included. Maybe with this 

kind of willingness to name the underside of hospitality, 
then we will truly be able to hear the “all” of Isaiah that 
includes those deemed unworthy by others and sadly, by 
themselves. 

And lest we get all caught up in ourselves, have we 

thought about the fact that God may feel the very same? 
What difference does it make that the way in which God 
chooses to depict life with God is an invitation to dinner? 
Where God has planned the menu, bought the wine, set the 
table, perhaps arranged for music or entertainment? Only 

to have the invitation refused because invitations are 
always susceptible to rejection. 

There’s a lot at stake for God in this hospitality venture, 
and not just the satisfaction of throwing a good party. God 
puts God’s very self out there, vulnerable, open to having 

those invited, through God’s presence as Immanuel, 
decide not to save the date and opt for a better opportunity. 
But in the end, God simply won’t give up until the dining 
room is full, even over-flowing, perhaps embarrassingly 
so, uncomfortably so, disquietingly so. 

Save the date, . It’s going to be quite the party. 

~ Karoline Lewis, Dear Working Preacher  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Exodus 32:1-14 
 

Have you ever gone to great care to get something just 
right and then had somebody else destroy it? How did you 
respond? Many grave sins start out with a lesser sin. What 
was the initial sin behind what the Israelites would do in 
this chapter?  What do you think of the people’s attitude 
to Moses in v2?   If the people were not worshipping gods 
other than the Lord, what was the problem with what they 
did? How does God summarize what the people have 
done wrong?  What do you think of his initial solution to 
the problem?  What do you think of Moses’ leadership at 
this point?  What do you think is going on when God 
‘relents’?  How does Moses appeal to the Lord on Israel’s 
behalf?   Do we worship God on his terms?  Do we get 
sucked into idol worship or idle worship?  Do we fall in 
love with the articles of worship? Buildings/ furniture/ 
our way of doing things? Communion? Or?  Anglican 
Church of Noosa 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

This psalm addresses the broad range of emotions and 
experiences that are part of the life of faith. When you 
think of your own faith life, how do you understand the 
relationship between praise, petition and confession? 

What spiritual practices do you have that help you 
balance these things?  Sermons that Work 

____3rd Reading:  Philippians 4:1-9  
 

What is one place where you experience peace? It could be 
a place at the beach or in the mountains. Or it could be a 

rocking chair on your back porch or soft comfy chair in 
your family room.  Why do fear and worry come so easily 
to most of us?  How and why do media outlets use our 

fear?  How do you tend to deal with stress and worry in 
your life?  How does Paul say we should handle our 
anxiety?   How does he say that God will meet us through 

prayer?  David Dwight said that “prayer is the way that we 
place ourselves in God’s presence.” How has that been true 
in your life?  How is the peace that Christ gives us 

different from our other attempts to find peace?  How does 
what we spend time thinking about affect how we feel? 
How do our thoughts feed our souls? In verse 8, what types 

of things does Paul urge us to think about? How can you 
think about those types of things more often?  Is there 
some media that you may need to give up or change as a 

way to feed yourself differently?  Hope Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 22:1-14  

Reflect on a memory from a wedding that you went to or 
participated in that was fun, unique, romantic, or 
something that spoke to you about Christ.  In this passage 
who is the King, who is the Son and who are the Servants?  
How does the kingdom of heaven compare to a wedding 
banquet? (Rev 19:6-9) What has been prepared at the 
“wedding banquet”? Why would rejecting the king’s 
invitation to the banquet be unthinkable? How can we 
experience “wedding banquet” joy in our daily life? How 
did those who were invited respond? Why did they respond 
this way? In what ways might we be like them? What did 
the king do? Identify the symbolism in this parable. What 
does this parable reveal about God’s grace and justice? Is 
the invitation to the wedding still continuing today or was 
this some event in the past?  Who are the servants of 
today? What is the primary task of these servants today?  
Cabot Bible Church, Montreal University 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Gracious God, in love You open wide the doors 
and welcome us into Your presence—saints and 
sinners alike. You spread a table before us, 
filled with the richest fare—a feast of love and mercy 
for the body and soul. We come with joy to meet You 
here, to eat and drink at Your table, to taste and see 
Your goodness, to celebrate Your grace and mercy in 
our lives. May Your Spirit inspire our praise and 
thanksgiving, our prayers and petitions.  In the name 
of Jesus Christ, our host and Lord, 
Amen. 
                                                              ~ Re: Worship 

 

The invitations are sent 
the regrets received 
the food is ready 
and the table is empty. 

A celebration 
is not 
without the celebrants. 

The kingdom of God... 
celebration? 
or place of meeting? 
triumph or encounter? 
Herein lies the challenge 
the invitation for repentance. 

The invitations are sent once more 

accepted by the oft´ forgotten 
the table is filled and overflowing 
the kingdom of God arrives. 

                    ~ Katherine Hawker 
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