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◦ Job 23:1-9, 16-17 ◦ Psalm 22:1-15
◦ Hebrews 4:12-16 ◦ Mark 10:17-31
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Thanks, But No Thanks
Around our church some of us have undertaken the simple
task of teaching our children basic manners, especially
things like speaking clearly, looking a person in the eye,
standing straight, and shaking hands with a good firm
grip. One 9-year-old boy, who came to church when he
was four from an abusive home, used to hide under the
chairs when you talked to him and the only way he
showed any affection was to come up and hit. We’ve
worked with him, been very patient and loving, and we’ve
taken the time to give him these basic lessons about social
interaction. It has been good to watch him practice these
lessons and grow and change.
Good posture, firm handshakes, head held high and eye
contact – this is the way we carry ourselves; it is our
exterior and physical demeanor. It is an indication of what
is going on in our souls.
It shows up in this week’s Gospel reading.
A man comes to Jesus asking, “Good Teacher, what must
I do to inherit eternal life?” (Mk. 10:17).
Jesus tells him what the tradition expects: obey the
commandments. Surprisingly, the man says that he has
been obeying all of the commandments since he was a kid.
Then Jesus, in the words of Mark, “looking upon him
loved him, and said to him, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell
what you have, and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.’ At that saying
his countenance fell, and he went away sorrowful; for he
had great possessions” (Mk 10:21-22).
What an interesting old phrase – his countenance fell. His
countenance became sorrowful. A person’s countenance
usually means the person’s face but in this story it sounds
as if it also refers to his whole posture. He excitedly goes
to talk to Jesus, the same Jesus whom Mark says loved the
young man. But after his conversation, his countenance
fell. His shoulders slumped, he hung his head down, his
face was saddened.
As far as I know, this is the only story in the Gospels
where Jesus invites a person to discipleship and they turn
it down. “He went away sorrowful”; he turned his back on
Jesus because of one thing: money. “For he had great
possessions.”

I suppose that might cause a lot of us to have our
countenances fall, for we too have great possessions.
When we discover that discipleship has to do with our
money, our shoulders sag, our faces drop, and maybe like
that 4-year-old-boy, we want to hide under the chair.
This passage is among the best-known stories in the
Gospels and among the hardest to preach. Many of us
pastors stand up every Sunday in front of a congregation
full of men and women in their Sunday best, bright
countenances, with great possessions. They’re making
payments on two or three cars, a house, a boat, a lake
house, three or four TVs, two or three computers, cell
phones, the cost of eating out five or six or ten times a
week, a membership at the gym, a couple or more club
memberships, health insurance, car insurance, house
insurance, life insurance, and when Sunday rolls around
they generously put a $20 bill into the plate. They are
moral in their personal conduct, work hard, and
occasionally volunteer for Vacation Bible School. So for
us to stand up in the pulpit and announce that their very
possessions are in the way of following Jesus is to risk not
only that their countenances will fall but that they will not
put that $20 in the plate and not volunteer for next year’s
Vacation Bible School. We’re having a hard enough time
paying the church bills and getting volunteers as it is; the
last thing we want to do is run everyone off. Maybe Jesus
could afford to run off potential disciples; he didn’t have a
budget to keep, salaries to pay, and a building program on
the drawing board. He didn’t even have a place to lay his
head – no mortgages and no car payments; no TV’s, no
cell phones and no insurance.
Maybe that’s the point.
Jesus was not possessed by possessions, as the man was, as
we are and our churches are. The man held so tightly to his
stuff, and the stuff had him so deeply enmeshed, that he
couldn’t let go and grab what Jesus was offering him.
Verse 21 says Jesus loved him. What if Jesus was not
adding to the man’s
burdens but offering him
(and us) a loving and
gracious invitation to
new life?
~ Kyle Childress,
Ekklesia Project
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Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Where is God? Somehow God is completely absent to
Job. God’s presence was something he took for granted.
Job struggled here, and in other places in his story, with
belief in a God of justice while faced with
incomprehensible injustice. Could a just God allow
suffering? Could God be on the side of the righteous
when terrible, undeserved suffering was plaguing God’s
children? The tension found in this conundrum spans the
ages. Through the story of Job we see the timeless
dilemma of how a just God could permit an unjust world.
With no ready answer available, Job retreated into the
dread and trepidation that were his constant companions
during his plight. When have you asked, sought, and
knocked, but could hear no answer? Why do we want to
put God on trial? What are some present-day struggles in
the world that come to mind when we struggle with these
questions? First United Presbyterian Church
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 22:1-15
Have you ever asked God, “Where are you?” Have you
ever felt like the world was against you and God was
distant and silent? If so, what was it like for you to endure
that particular storm in your life? What can you conclude
about Jesus fulfilling prophecy by reading Psalm 22?
When you read this psalm, what does David “feel” as he
struggles through life? Have you ever felt like you were
abandoned by God? If so, how would you describe that
time in your life? What can you do to remind yourself of
God’s presence when you feel abandoned and alone?
What did David do to remind himself that God was still
with him in times of feeling abandoned? What other
“feeling” does David describe in this Psalm? Even when
you are struggling to feel close to God, or in those times
when God seems to be silent, what do you know to be
absolutely true about God? Woodside Church

Jesus loves him, but he walks away. The heartbreaking
image of the rich young ruler who Jesus loved, turning
away in grief, is too much a mirror of daily life. Jesus
loves me, but I turn away because of my life of
glittering distractions. It doesn't even have to be money,
although money is often connected to it.
Is this story about poverty? Upholding voluntary
poverty in times of financial distress seems a little
callous and ignorant, as if poverty were some nostalgic
romantic ideal. On the other hand, our culture of greed
for possessions and power drove us to cause the recent
global economic crisis and continues to increase wild
disparities of wealth and poverty. Where is our
forsight? Hindsight? Where is the balance? Where is
love?
~ An excerpt, Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16
How is the Word of God described in these verses and
what use is that for us today? How does God use His word
to work in your life? What phrases describe Jesus in His
role as High Priest? How does Jesus help us today in His
role as our High Priest? Do you believe that God’s Word
is powerful? Do you believe that God’s Word is alive? If
you believe it – do you read it? Why or why not? Time for
Truth, Rocky Mountain Calvary

____4th Reading: Mark 10:17-31

Praying Toward Sunday
God, You heap your love upon us
like a parent providing for a family’s needs,
embracing a child with tenderness.
Forgive us
when, like spoiled children,
we treat Your generosity as our right,
or hug it possessively to ourselves.
Give us enough trust to live secure in Your love
and to share it freely with others
in open-handed confidence
that Your grace will never run out. Amen.
~ Copyright © Jan Berry, England, in Bread of Tomorrow:
Prayer for the Church

When we think about people who are wealthy, money or
possessions usually comes to mind. What other forms of
wealth do people have that can hinder them from entering
the kingdom of God? When the rich young man addressed
Jesus as “Good teacher,” why did Jesus say, “Why do you
call me good? No one is good but God alone”? Does this
trouble you? Why do you think Jesus did not answer the
question directly the first time? Why didn’t Jesus just say
right away, “One thing you lack: go and sell all your
possessions and give to the poor?” In other words, what is
the significance of Jesus not pointing out this man’s
idolatry right away? How can you grow in your desire to
treasure Christ more, lose your life more, count everything
as loss more, gladly pick up your cross more, and
ultimately, live for the glory of God more and more?
Trinity Evangelical Free Church

