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Backseat Drivers
Okay, I'm about to use the word awesome, but I don't want
to do so until you understand that I'm not using it in the
way that every Christian rock star used it in the early
nineties. God is an awesome God. Yep, I said it. God is an
awesome God in every sense that the word awe means "an
overwhelming feeling of reverence, admiration, fear, etc.,
produced by that which is grand, sublime, extremely
powerful, or the like."
This week's lectionary texts practically call out from the
page, "God is an awesome God!" The Job passage is that
amazing moment when God has had enough of Job's
questions and complaints. I imagine myself with my
children in a similar situation, let's say, driving down the
street. And, these two beautiful angels speak up from the
backseat, "This isn't the right way, is it?" or "Are you
driving over the speed limit?" or "Why did you go through
that yellow light?" A ten and seven year old who just now
learned to ride their bikes suddenly become experts on
driving! And, I have very mixed emotions about how to
respond because on the one hand, I am incredibly
frustrated and just want them to leave me alone and let me
drive. But on the other hand, I also want them to
understand that I am older, wiser, and know more than
they do. I want them to understand that they can rest and
relax and know that their mother will get them where they
need to be as safely as possible. I want them to trust me.
So, Job has been asking all these questions. Everyone
around him has told him he may as well just give up on
God. Elihu, his friend, has been prattling along for a while
and then "out of the storm, the Lord speaks." And, what
does God say? Regardless of whether God is addressing
Elihu or Job himself, the message is clear. "Where were
you when I laid the foundations of the earth?" In other
words, sit back, relax, shut up, and know that you can trust
me!
The Isaiah passage says the same thing with different
words. Foreshadowing the torment and killing of the
Christ, the prophet encourages us to trust that God is
wiser, stronger, and has been driving a lot longer than we
have in this world. Even the Christ in the midst of so
much suffering will not "open his mouth."
Psalm 104 fits nicely (like a group of people planned it or
something) with the Job text as it reminds us that God

"stretched out the heavens" driving home that God is
awesome and we can only begin to understand a tiny bit
of how awesome God really is. And, Psalm 91 echoes the
images of the Christ suffering but ultimately knowing
that "angels will bear you."

The Hebrews passage points us back to the Christ, Jesus
as our High Priest, but a High Priest that does not seek to
be God's equal. Once again, the Holy Narrative is
reminding us - through the actions of Jesus - that God is
the one driving this car and we should trust that we will
get where we are supposed to be going. If Jesus didn't
seek to be God's equal, how could we ever even think to
give God driving advice from the backseat?
And that, of course, brings us down to the gospel lesson
in which James and John act like two spoiled kids in the
back of the car. I can't help but wonder if they had to
work up to this. The text makes it seem that they just
jump right in with the question. And, this is immediately
following Jesus trying to be as clear as possible about his
coming death, not to mention all the stories leading up to
this one where he seems to be practically beating them
over the head to change the preconceived ideas they had
of what the Messiah is. "Hey, hey Jesus, dude, we got a
question for ya. Yeah, yeah, we know we are tight with
ya, see, and we don't ever want to be too far from you.
So, could we ride shot-gun for all of eternity, man?"
You know the rest. I get tired on behalf of Jesus just
reading about this idiocy. I know they didn't know any
better. I know they were only living out of their own
cultural and theological contexts, but man, if that had
been me they were asking, it would have been a whole, "I
WILL PULL THIS VAN OVER RIGHT HERE!"
moments.
God is an awesome God. So awesome, in fact, that God
simply reminds us of who is driving, of who has been
driving longer than we have been alive, and of who loves
us so much that we will get where we are going and we'll
get there on time. God is so awesome that God makes us
sit in our booster seats with
our seat belts fastened even
though we think we could do
a pretty decent job of driving
ourselves.
~ Miriam's Tambourine
Painting:
Backseat Driver by Bob Dornburg

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Job 38:1-7, (34-41)
What makes a voice sound like God? If you had to
choose an actor to voice God, who would you choose?
Does the type of voice you think God has reveal how you
think of God? How do you think God speaks to us today?
How does God approach Job? What do you think was
going through Job’s head as he hears God? What was the
foundation for Job’s theology up till now? How did that
change after this encounter with God? What is God
trying to establish with Job by responding to him? How
do you know when God has spoken to you? How often
do you listen to hear what God has to say? Nurturing Faith
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c
When have you felt that God's creation helped you to
know him? How does the sky serve God? What elements
of earth's creation show God at work? When have you
enjoyed some aspect of the natural rhythms described
here? As you meditate on what God has made, how
would you like to respond to God? Quiet Time Bible Study,

Praying Toward Sunday
God with us,
When we privilege our own agendas,
hurt others in the effort to impose our will,
or chain ourselves to our fears,
tumble us off the throne of our pride,
and release us into finding our worth in your love.
Lord have mercy on us.
Lord Jesus Christ,
you know us, you love us, you free us,
then call us to follow you
and we bless you.
Your mercy meets us in our confusion;
may your spirit meet us in our everyday living.
~ posted on the Monthly Prayers page of Christian Aid

InterVarsity Press

Yes, our problems matter. And when we’re grieving
and mourning, those who we mourn for matter. Our
tears are real. Our pain is real. Our confusion,
denial, and anger are real.
But, we begin the process of healing when we reengage the world around us. When we pick up our
heads and we look around at the vastness of earth,
and the intricacies of life.
In the midst of grief we feel rudderless and beyond
help. Adrift. Lost.
But, we aren’t. The world still turns on its axis. The
sun still rises and sets. God is still on his throne in
heaven, and the mighty eagle still soars above.
The Whirlwind comes across as a reproach—and in
the context of the narrative, that’s indeed what it is.
But, it’s more than that.

____3rd Reading: Hebrews 5:1-10
What is the difference between priestly mediation and
prayerful intersession? Why do you not need anyone to
mediate between you and God? How does that make you
feel? Why is it important that Jesus is fully qualified to be
our source for salvation and mediator and our eternal, most
Holy God? What does it mean to your faith that Jesus
knows you and can relate to anything you would ever deal
with in life? How have you seen Jesus demonstrate for
you what it means to be human in a fallen world (either in
His Word or in the lives of others)? What does it mean to
you personally that Jesus knows and feels your pain? How
can that reach you more deeply in your heart, will and
mind? What do you need to do to improve your reverence,
obedience, and trust to God? What can you do better to
draw near to Christ and be an offering of thanksgiving?
What would that mean to your faith and church? Into Thy
Word Ministries

____4th Reading: Mark 10:35-45

It’s the first dawn when we are lifted out of the fog,
and remember that we’re in the Presence of God
Almighty. The God who created the heavens and the
earth, and the God who still creates.
~ An excerpt form In the W hirlwind,
Rick Morley, a garden path

What Christian has had the greatest influence upon your
life? Why? With what attitude did James and John
confront Jesus? How did Jesus explain to James and John
the impossibility of granting what they had requested?
What value did Jesus place on serving? What value did
Jesus place on status? How did Jesus advise the disciples
regarding greatness? How do Jesus’ words to James and
John change your attitude about power and authority?
Where can you serve with an attitude of greatness this
week? What specific act of service could you do this week
for someone else? Effective Leadership

