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 Missing Out 

Jesus told a story about missing out. 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, 
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their 
lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, 
‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had 
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those 
who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; 
and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came 
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.”  [from Matthew 25] 

It’s an awful story.  The metaphor is pretty clear.  The 
door is closed.  The ones who used up their oil have been 
shut out of the kingdom. 

But I don’t think Jesus is teaching a parable of 
exclusion—of those who will be knocking at the door, 
trying to get in but God says “No!  You’re too late!” 

My modern ears believe we’re hearing a warning about 
regret.  

We have so many opportunities to do things right, and to 
undo things we’ve done wrong.  You have heard it said 
that no one on his death bed wishes he’d spent more time 
at the office, or regrets not having done more 
laundry.  The things we regret are estrangement from 
family, friends, and God.  We regret not having taken 
more moments for pure joy, more time for prayer and 
reflection.  We regret moving too fast through life and not 
savoring the time we’ve been given, not appreciating the 
people we love, not exploring the deeper places in our 
souls.  We burn up all our oil on things that don’t matter 
and then don’t have anything left for the things that do. 
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 Be ready and watchful then, says Jesus.  You’ll want to be 
paying attention when the moment presents itself, when a 
friend needs an ear, when a family member needs your time, 
when God needs your heart, when the important (not just 
the urgent) is waiting.  Don’t be left outside because you 
were too preoccupied.  

Life is happening on the other side of the door. 

~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 

The Delay 

When I click on a website, or Facebook, or an email, or 
Wikipedia, or the Times online, I expect an immediate 
response. If I've been clicking around for a few hours, I 
notice that life offline is a bit clumsy. I get up from my 
desk and it actually takes a couple of minutes to boil water 
for tea, and the toaster seems to taunt me, biding its time. 
I'm frustrated that the doctor's office takes a day or two to 
call back with results from a test. Only when I work in the 
garden do I settle down again, letting time take its own 
time, through years, through seasons; the cycle of new 
blades, and buds, and blossoms, and seeds unfolding at 
just the right time, nourished from the dark secret life 
underground. 

The difference between the wise and foolish maidens was 
that the wise ones allowed for the possibility that the 
bridegroom would come in his own time. They prepared 
for a long wait, looking forward to the thrilling moment 
when all his friends would create a luminous pageant to 
greet the new couple. The women knew the wait was 
worth the love they would be allowed to show when the 
Bridegroom came with his bride. 

I am both the prepared and unprepared maiden sleeping on 
the steps. When I am wise, my disposition is more like a 
gardener who knows that winter's dark delay is not only 
necessary but rewarded. When I am foolish, I expect an 
immediate response to my desire and miss the slow-
motion reality of the eternal present in which dark and 
light are one. 
 
And so I am continually like a child learning to tell time 
again. Be prudent. Slow down. Go deeper. Love the 
darkness. Expect delays. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=168
https://melissabanesevier.wordpress.com/2011/11/02/missing-out/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper27a.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
 

Why do you think Joshua calls ALL the people together 
and not just the important leaders?  Joshua doesn’t just 
make a suggestion, or tell the Israelites they’ll eventually 
have to decide – he calls them to a deliberate and 
intentional choice, a here and-now decision.  Why is it 
helpful to approach important decisions this deliberate 
and formal way? Joshua also warns the people of the 
consequences of breaking this decision – why does he 
think they will fail, and what will the consequences be?  
How does Joshua formalize the people’s decision? Have 
you made a formal decision to serve God? Is it important 
to make this kind of intentional choice more than once? 
Why or why not? If so, how can we do that?  Faith 
Element 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 78:1-7  

 
When did you really begin to appreciate how important 
family was to who you are and how you do life?  Does/
Did your family have habits or loyalties that are/were 
clearly identifiable? (Examples: cooking or cleaning a 
certain way, sports traditions, loyalty to certain brands, 
etc.)  "Actions speak louder than words" is a common 
idea. But why isn’t it a complete enough idea when it 
comes to passing on our faith to the next generation?  In 
addition to what is listed in verses 6 & 7, what other 
benefits will come from faithfully teaching our children 
about following God in faith and trust?  Every believer 
has strengths and weaknesses in his or her life of faith. 
Thinking about your own faith, which part(s) of it would 
you most want to pass on to the next generation of 
believers?  Point Church ____3rd Reading:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  

 
Reflect on the last funeral you attended.  What was the 
mood of the funeral?  Why did that mood prevail?  What 
do you find comforting in Paul’s words?  What is asleep a 
common euphemism for?  What seems to be the situation 
and thinking in Thessalonica that Paul is trying to address?  
What is Paul’s stated intention in verse 13?  What is Paul 
teaching about what will happen to those who had already 
died in Jesus?  Verse 14 offers a double creed, “since we 
believe….even so.” From this, what is our foundation and 
anchor of our hope in life after death?  What sequence of 
events does Paul say happens after Christ returns?  In what 
way is a Christian’s grief different from a non-believers?  
What does it look like to grieve with hope?  Christ Church, 
NYC 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 25:1-13  

 
How much do you think about the return of Jesus, and how 
does it affect your faith life?  How do justice and grace 
relate to each other?  What do you think Matthew would 
say today about our many books on the end-time, or the 
predictions of preachers about a specific date? Is this 
parable about staying awake, or being prepared? What's the 
difference?  In what ways have we as a faith community 
drifted away from the values of the Reign of God?  Weekly 
Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

You call me to wait on You, Lord, 
but I get tired of waiting. 
Your answers to my prayers, 
Your call for me to serve You, 
the promise of Your coming Kingdom, 
they all seem to take so long. 
You tell me to watch for Your coming, Lord, 
but I’m not sure how to prepare for… 
a thief in the night, 
an undisclosed time, 
and Your disconcerting habit of secrecy and mystery. 
Yet, something inside whispers 
that You’re not all that hard to find; 
That You’re always coming to me, 
and that both the waiting and the watching, 
are more about being open to You now, 
than about trying not to be surprised in the future. 
And so I will keep waiting, 
and I’ll try to stay alert, 
so that I can catch the glimpses of Your glory 
that fill my day, every day. Amen. 
 
~ John van de Laar, Sacredise 

Love Precedes Them 
 
Face to face with our limits, 
Blinking before the frightful 
Stare of our frailty, 
Promise rises 
Like a posse of clever maids 
Who do not fear the dark 
Because their readiness 
Lights the search. 
Their oil 
Becomes the measure of their love, 
Their ability to wait ? 
An indication of their 
Capacity to trust and take a chance. 
Without the caution or predictability 
Of knowing day or hour, 
They fall back on that only 
Of which they can be sure: 
Love precedes them; 
Before it 
No door will ever close. 
 
~ T.J. O'Gorman, quoted from An Advent Sourcebook 
Liturgy Training Publications, Thomas J. O'Gorman, editor 
via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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