
 
Thankfully, dear friends, we are not in control. We are 
merely the present expression of God’s beloved people 
woven into a timeless narrative that has been lived before 
us and will continue after us. We are part of something 
much bigger than we can see or fully envision. This 
liberating grace is for ALL the saints—every single one 
of God’s ragtag, beautiful, broken, mended, and beloved 
sinner/saints. 
 
This All Saints Sunday take this challenging lesson from 
Jesus with its absolutely daunting set of instructions, its 
beautiful blessings, and its condemning woes, and remind 
the faithful that they are indeed in the company of all the 
saints. They worship on the faith-full foundation built by 
those who have come and gone before. They lay their 
own presence down for those who are yet to come. And 
we are all united in the bread and wine, the Body and 
Blood, of our precious Lord Jesus Christ—in whom we 
live and breathe. Best of all? We are stewards of this 
mystery and bearers of this amazing news. We are 
empowered to carry it out into the world in the company 
of the saints for the sake of the world. Thanks be to God! 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Instructions for Would-Be Saints 
 
Jesus starts out nicely enough in this week’s gospel lesson. 
He proclaims encouragement, comfort, and blessing for 
those who are poor, hungry, and the weeping. Blessings 
are in order, too, for followers who are reviled, excluded, 
and defamed for following the Son of Man. Yes, when the 
going gets tough just keep your eye on the prize and your 
hope on your great reward in heaven. This is, after all, 
nothing new. Remember how the prophets were treated. 

 
But wait; Jesus has woes 
aplenty to go around. Woe to 
the rich, those whose bellies 
are full, those who laugh, 
those who receive praise and 
flattery. Remember how the 
false prophets were treated! 
 

So which is it? Blessings or woes? Yes or no? Hope or 
despair? 
 
It would seem a few countercultural instructions are in 
order for would be saints who also happen to 
simultaneously be sinners. And there doesn’t seem to be 
any spoonful of sugar to help this medicine go down 
either. These are tough and demanding instructions, 
certainly not palatable for the faint of heart or shallow of 
faith. 
 
Jesus wants us not only to love our enemies but also to do 
good to the folks who hate us. We are to be about the 
business of blessing those who curse us and praying for 
those who would abuse us. We are instructed to not strike 
back with violence but to respond in peace. We are to 
give—sacrificially, even to those who would take from us 
what does not belong to them. We are to give to those who 
beg and forget when folks don’t return our belongings. 
Finally, to tie it all up with a neat and tidy bow, we are to 
do to others as we would like for them to do to us. 
 
This is a tall order, one that is not as simple as left or right 
and black or white. In fact, Jesus’ instructions are nigh on 
to impossible IF we look to our own power and means to 
get it right. This gospel lesson is all about knowing that 
everything good is of God and our forever life depends 
only on Jesus. We are liberated by God’s grace. Salvation 
is not for sale. Human beings are not for sale. Creation is 
not for sale. 
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...We are all united in the bread and 
wine, the Body and Blood, of our 

precious Lord Jesus Christ—in whom we 
live and breathe. Best of all? We are stew-
ards of this mystery and bearers of this 
amazing news.  

https://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2016/11/instructions-for-would-be-saints/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=288


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
 

How would you describe your church building to 
someone who has never been? Would you say that your 
building matters? Why or why not? What priorities do 
Christians tend to put ahead of their worship of God? 
What internal conflicts has your church recently dealt 
with that pulled the focus away from worship? Why do 
we get distracted by such things? Why was it so important 
to them to rebuild the temple? Why were some upset with 
the simplicity of the temple? How does God respond to 
those complaints?  Why would it be important to God to 
have a house that is greater than the former glory of the 
old temple? What is the significance of God granting 
peace to these specific people? Would you describe your 
current worship experience to be one of wholeness and 
peace? Why or why not? How does an understanding of 
God’s continuous presence change the way we worship? 
Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21  

 
Have you ever seen or lived under a modern day 
monarch? How does royalty differ from presidents or 
prime ministers? Is King a good title for God? How do 
you think David knows all these things about who God is 
and what he does? What kind of ruler is God to you: a 
Benevolent king? Harsh dictator? Ceremonial monarch? 
Democratic leader? Prime minister? If you desire to 
experience God’s closeness, what two conditions must 
you fulfill according to 145:18? What does it mean to call 
on God? How do we know if we are being sincere? Are 
you ever aware of God’s action in 145:20a in your own 
life? How do you think God does this? ow much of your 
life is characterized by proclaiming God’s praise? What is 
the difference between praising someone and thanking 
someone? When given to you, which do you appreciate 
more, praise or thanks? Why? What are you more likely 
to do, thank God or praise God? Tuesday Cafe 

____3rd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17  
 

What causes many people to give up their plans for self-
improvement (diet, exercise, etc.)?  Judging by Paul’s 
reassurance in verse 2, what had some of the Thessalonians 
been deceived into thinking which caused them to be 
shaken and alarmed? How did they get this false 
information? What do we learn about the man of 
lawlessness in verses 3-4? For what reasons did Paul thank 
God for the Thessalonian believers? How did Paul describe 
God’s role in our salvation? What impact did Paul want 
God to have on every believer in the church? What was 
Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians in verses 16-17? What 
does it mean to stand firm as a Christian? What can 
strengthen your relationship with God? New Hope 
Missionary Baptist, Resources for Spiritual Growth 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 20:27-38  

 
Who were the Sadducees and what did they believe (look 
them up in a study bible or on Wikipedia)? Why would this 
exclude the belief in the resurrection? Who were they 
normally in opposition to? Summarize the problem that the 
Sadducees are trying to present to Jesus. What does their 
questioning of Jesus assume? Jesus is surrounded by 
questioners on every side. Everyone is trying to catch Him 
in a trap. Everyone is an accuser. Have you ever been in a 
similar situation? What was it like? How does scripture 
encourage us when we are in such circumstances? The 
Sadducees believed that there was no resurrection from the 
dead. What is the gist of Jesus argument to the contrary? 
What does this teach us about defending our faith against 
other people? Cabot Bible 

Heaven, the scriptures assure us, will be enjoyed within 
the communal embrace of billions of persons of every 
temperament, race, background, and ideology 
imaginable. A universal heart will be required to live 
there. Thus, in this life, it is good to get some practice 
at this, good to be constantly in situations that painfully 
stretch the heart. 
 
-Ronald Rolheiser OMI, The Holy Longing via 
Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

 

I love you my Lord, because you 
are love itself. I am sorry for  

whatever is in me that does not 
come from your love and does not 

reflect your love. If I am to become 
what you want me to be, it will 

happen only if I allow you  
to act in me.  

 
~ Catholic.net 
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