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Focus 

It is so easy to become sidetracked on adiaphora, that 
which is not essential. Focusing on the small stuff 
enables us to avoid dealing with the big issues—the 
truly important, bedrock issues of faith on which we 
should all stand and which convict us on a regular 
basis. What seems like it should be simple is actually 
pretty tough because of our pesky human nature. 

Both Paul and Jesus in this week’s epistle and gospel 
readings try to refocus folks on the things that really 
matter. In the gospel, the Sadducees have brought 
Jesus a hypothetical question to try and trip him up 
about resurrection. In the epistle, Thessalonian 
believers are all atwitter about whether to go about 
their usual life and work or to simply hang out and 
wait for return of Jesus. Only Job, in the lesson from 
the Old Testament, seems to have things in the right 
perspective, when he says “For I know that my 
Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon 
the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see on 
my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not 
another” (Job 19:25-27a). Even Job’s proclamation 
comes on the heels of a long and painful struggle. 

Think about it. What issues sidetrack folks in your 
worshiping community? Is it the budget? Are there 
arguments over worship styles and practices? I’ve 
known people to get downright snickety about how 
many verses of a hymn should be sung, for example. 
Do parishioners quibble about where to send mission 
support and whether the adjudicatory body is 
responsive enough to receive support? Does fur fly 
and hackles raise over the issue of human sexuality? 
Most battles seem to focus on the minutia or 

sensational rather than the fundamental. Emotions 
such as fear, boredom, and stubbornness cloud vision 
and prevent real dialogue. 

Notice how Jesus deals with the religious leaders. He 
doesn’t fall into their fanciful world of hypotheticals; 

rather, he brings them right back to center, to the 
heart of the faith. God is indeed not the God of the 
dead but of the living. File your teeth on that idea, 
folks, he seems to say. And Paul, practical Paul, uses 
his powerful rhetoric to call the faithful back to the 
present moment, to the work at hand, and to the 
reality of God’s presence among them. 

What if this week we have the courage to lift up the 
issues that stand in the way of the gospel, that litter 
our discipleship path with stumbling blocks, and that 
prevent the world from seeing Jesus reflected in our 
words and actions? What if we look at this failure to 
focus as a very real stewardship issue that hinders 
our ability to grow in faith and that waters down our 
witness in the world? Yes, it’s risky to point to the 
truth and to call folks back to that uncomfortable 

place where the rubber meets the road, so to speak, 
but we’re talking about matters of eternal 
importance here. Do we really have any other choice 
if we wish to remain faithful to our calling as 
disciples and servant leaders? Even more so, do we 
trust and “own” Paul’s words of blessing printed 
above? I hope and pray that we do. Blessings on 
your bold and faithful proclamation and teaching! 
God is with you, and that is very good news! 

~ Sharon R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 
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Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 

 
November 6, 2016  
Proper 27C / Ordinary 32C / Pentecost +25  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Haggai 1:15b-2:9 ◦ Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21  
◦ 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 ◦ Luke 20:27-38 

“Beware lest you lose the substance  
by grasping at the shadow.” ~Aesop 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
 

The people have been back in Jerusalem now for about 18 
years. What have they accomplished? What have they not 
accomplished?  Does God really need a “house” to live in, 
and is God jealous of their homes? If not, what is this 
really about? What does the temple signify for them?  
What has been the people’s priority, and how has that 
priority shown itself in their lives and spirits?  How has 
even the earth begun to show the effects of their upside-
down priorities?  Have you noticed this to be true in your 
own life as well – that when our priorities are mixed up, 
our spirits, our environment, and our perception of the 
world change?  Why is God’s presence more important 
than the outward appearance of the temple?  Why do you 
think God would remind them that all the earth’s treasures 
belong to God?  Why is “shalom” the best gift that God 
can bestow on that place, no matter how it looks? Does 
this mean, then, that we should not worry about the 
appearances of our places of worship? What do these 
places signify to our communities?  Faith Element 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21  
 

If abundance is God's big idea, why do we seem more 

ruled by a scarcity mentality?  Are the words of this 

psalm lovely thoughts, but irrelevant to how we order our 
lives, as individuals and as a community?  Why do you 

think the psalms speak of God "destroying" some people?  

Do you think of happiness, and prosperity, as a reward for 

faithfulness?  Do you believe there is "elemental 
generosity at the root of our human life"? Why or why 

not?  Weekly Seeds 

____3rd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17  
 

What potential threats to the safety of the world do you 
see right now (for example, attitudes, weapon building, 
warfare and so on)? What personal fears or concerns do 
you have about that?  In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Paul 
responded to the fears of the Thessalonians that if they 
died before Christ returned, they would miss the joy 
Christ had for them. Apparently, after Paul sent the first 
letter, someone tried to convince the Thessalonians that 
the day of the Lord had already come. What is Paul's 
proof that the day of the Lord has not come?  What can 
you learn about the "man of lawlessness" from this 
passage?  Even for Christians, the lawless one will bring 
fear and testing. What can you do to prepare yourself to 
withstand him?  How can this passage encourage you 
about facing the future?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity 
Press 
 

____4th Reading: Luke 20:27-38 
 

The emphasis on the reading from Luke 20:27-38 is not 
about how and when our age will end. It is about what our 
futures will be after this age passes away and the time of 
human life is ended.  What are Jesus and the Sadducees 
discussing?  (See Deuteronomy 25:56) What is the 
purpose of the Sadducees question?  Is it really an honest 
inquiry for information?  How does Jesus’ answer address 
both the “now” and “then?”  The Sadducees accept only 
the Torah as authoritative; how does Jesus use the Torah 
to justify his answer (See Exodus 3:6, 15)?  Why was 
Jesus’ reply assurance for us?  How can this answer be a 
comfort for us in the here and now and for us in the 
future? 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God in the silence and in the noise,  
God in our peace and in our wars,  
God in our hearts and in our homes,  
God in our offices and our cafes,  
God in the pubs and in the churches,  
God in the sorrows and celebrations;  
we pray that You would draw us closer to You, 
shape our worship here this day,  
that we might be changed so as to shape our 
lives, families, communities and world  
for Your kingdom come and Your will be done.  
Amen    

~ Church of Scotland 

 

stretching the heart now 
 

Heaven, the scriptures assure us, will be enjoyed 
within the communal embrace of billions of 

persons of every temperament, race, background, 
and ideology imaginable. A universal heart will 

be required to live there. 
Thus, in this life, it is 

good to get some practice 
at this, good to be 

constantly in situations 
that painfully stretch the 

heart. 
 

 Ronald Rolheiser OMI 
The Holy Longing 

 
Image: Smile on Your Brother, 

Rico Fonseca, photograph by  
Tony Fischer, 

from Art in the Christian Tradition  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=288
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50206719e4b03f6f4d18a86b/t/5279d79ce4b0f8aaa06686c2/1383716764472/mental111013_5-45.pdf
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=288
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit_weekly-seeds_hold-on-to-faithpraise-god
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=288
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=520
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=520
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=288
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/35133/6_November_2016.pdf

