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Love God - Love your neighbour 
 
To love him [God] with all the heart, and with all the 
understanding, and with all the strength, and to love one’s 
neighbour as oneself – this is so much more important than all 
whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices.Mark12.33  
 
...Sacrifice so easily becomes a simple fulfilling of 
ritual action empty of any real cost, just a show. It was this 
easy abuse surely that Jesus roundly condemned. He 
taught that faith must show itself in costly action – love 
God, love your neighbour – it is in the doing of those 
things, actual and really that God is honoured; not the 
show giving of a gift that ultimately costs little or nothing. 
Living faith cannot be the least you can get away with –
 Sunday observance now and then, a donation in the 
giving envelope every so often, the odd good turn to 
someone who needs help. Perhaps the worst thing of  
these meagre gifts is that they allow us to fool our very 
selves – I think of myself as a good guy because 
occasionally I’ve done some little thing that was helpful or 
worthy. 

 
We try to put 
a price on 
things that are 
priceless. 
When my 
eldest 
daughter was 
a toddler the 
thought that 
used to come 
to me often 
was how 
could I 

possibly deserve this bright little spark who was so 
beautiful and full of life? I wondered whether I could give 
her everything she needed to become the person she was 
meant to be. A thought I’m sure many parents will 
have had. 
 
Then I thought of youngsters I have meet who 
materially have had everything in their growing up but 
who have somehow become hard, selfish, and unhappy 
people. And I contrasted them to children I’ve met who 
had just about nothing beyond the clothes they stood up 
in, and yet managed to care for one another and look out 
for one another in a remarkable and self-giving way. 
There’s no easy equation here between wealth and 
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wellbeing – just an appreciation that growing as a person is 
a complex thing beyond easy calculation. I could not buy 
my little daughter’s love; I could not deserve it.  
I could only love her as best as I could, in my often poor 
and faltering way, I’m sure. She was not to be bought; she 
offered her love freely (thought at times!); what a parent 
must do is respond similarly. Calculation doesn’t 
come into it – or shouldn’t. Who was it said, ‘Surrounded 
by free riches, people care only for those things that have 
price tags’? Cut out the price tagging. 
The costly, risky, uncalculating action Christ asks of 
us brings freedom – gives us the liberty that nothing else 
can. We find that so hard to accept as it’s so contrary to the 
ways of the world – a calculating, sacrifice-friendly kind 
of world like ours where every TV commercial screams 
at us that there are a million good things to be had, each 
with a price. But ulfilment, happiness, contentment, 
wholeness, salvation– these things can’t be bought, they 
can only be found in that costly activity of loving God and 
loving my neighbour. 
 
I read somewhere of one of those dreadful attacks from the 
trenches of World War I when a young soldier made it 
back to his home trench but discovered that his pal whom 
he’d gone over the top with hadn’t returned. He asked 
permission of his officer, even younger that himself, to go 
out into the  barbed wire to seek his pal. The officer 
advised against it, ‘Even if you find  him it won’t be worth 
it, you’ll never get him back and you’ll go at the risk 
of your own life. But if you’re determined, I suppose you 
may go.’ The young man went. He found his friend badly 
wounded and began to struggle back with him. But before 
he got to the trench his pal died. Then the firing started 
again and young man was himself hit as he fell into the 
trench. The officer rushed to see if he could help but soon 
realised the man’s life was ebbing away. In his  
desperation he blurted out, ‘I told you you had better not 
go. I warned you. Was it worth it?’ ‘Yes sir,’ the soldier 
breathlessly replied, ‘it was worth it, for when I reached 
him he said, “I knew you would come.”’ 
 
The Christ wounded for us beckons – asking us to risk 
our wealth, our reputation, our treasured prejudices, our 
self-seeking, or perhaps even our lives. Shall he say to you 
or to me: ‘Friend, I knew you would  come.’ 
 
 Love God; love your neighbour. There is no 
other commandment greater than these. 
 
~ Preacher Rhetorica 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=227
https://www.preacherrhetorica.com/proper-26b.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Ruth 1:1-18 
 

Why are our attention spans so short?  How does that 
influence our interpersonal relationships?  In what ways 
might Naomi’s life experiences have affected the choices 
she made when it seemed her life was falling apart? 
Naomi had every reason to want her daughters-in-law to 
stay by her side – and they had every reason to leave her 
behind to seek a new life. What motives do you see at 
work here?  Love (for God and others) often compels us 
to do things that are in the best interests of another person 
at the expense of our own desires. Our human instinct 
might tell us this is weakness… but why is love a more 
powerful motivation than greed, guilt, and other self-
centered emotions?  This is one of the stories of the Bible 
in which God doesn’t speak or play a direct role. Despite 
that, in what ways can you see God working in this story?  
In what ways does your love for God and others change 
the way you live your life? Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 146  

Have you ever taken time to reflect on the word 
“hallelujah”? What does it mean? Does it matter anyway? 
This is the opening word of our Psalm 146. The word is a 
command and is in plural form — meaning the psalmist is 
calling and summoning his listeners, all of them, to praise 
Yahweh, their God.  What are the faculties within us that 
we can dedicate to the worship of God?  What are the two 
objects of trust contrasted in this psalm? Who is it that 
most people want to trust today?  Typically, what are the 
things that politicians act as if they can control? Who is it 
that ultimately controls all of these things?  Why is God a 
good object of our trust, according to this psalm?  Who 
are the people that God is most ready to help?  How is 
God described in the last verse of the psalm, and how 
does this remind us of His Son Jesus Christ?  How do you 
or how can you live your life as an “hallelujah?”  
Generations,   Richland Creek Community Church 

____3rd Reading:  Hebrews 9:11-14  
 

The writer says that Jesus appeared as High Priest of the 
good things that have come. What do you think are the 
good things the writer is referring to?   What was the 
purpose of Jesus entering the holy of holies?  What does 
the writer of Hebrews say was the only thing that the 
sacrifice offered by the priests could accomplish?  What 
was the sacrifice Jesus offered was able to accomplish?  
What are we qualified for if we are called by Christ into 
salvation?  What has to take place before an inheritance 
can be realized? How has this been accomplished through 
Christ?  What do you find yourself doing to try to earn the 
favor and forgiveness of Jesus? Is there anything you can 
do to cause Jesus to love you any more than He does right 
now?  List a few steps you’ll take to start living in freedom 
and His forgiveness this week.  Grace Community Church  

 
____4th Reading:  Mark 12:28-34  

 
There are hundreds of commands in the Old Testament. 
Why do you think people have latched onto ‘the Ten 
Commandments’ as the most important?  Do you think this 
teacher was trying to trap Jesus? How are these two 
commands related? Is it possible to keep one without 
keeping the other?  Using the Ten Commandments for 
comparison (Exodus 20:1-17), reflect on how Jesus’ 
Greatest Command speaks to each of them.  If one of the 
hundreds of Old Testament laws seemed to contradict the 
Greatest Command in some way—what do you think Jesus 
would say about it?  Do you think Jesus’ Greatest 
Command is harder or easier to keep than the many other 
requirements of the Old Testament Law?  We’re used to 
hearing the phrase, “love your neighbor as yourself.” But 
what does this mean? If we truly and completely loved 
someone as we love ourselves, what would it look like?  
Faith Element 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

I choose to trust in your faithfulness 
in your power to create new beginnings 
where none seem possible 
in your watchful care 
over the oppressed 
the stranger 
the orphan 
Unblind me 
Open my eyes to see You 
lifting up those who are bowed down 
upholding orphans and widows 
bringing the way of the wicked to ruin. 
Let me see Your reign 
Then, summon me to join the praise of Your people 
echoing through the generations 
Praise the LORD! 
 
~  Christine Jerrett, Reflections on being the Church in 
God’s new creation 

God. Neighbor. Self. Which love is hardest? I suppose 
that's only a valid question if you're going to itemize love 
into columns. Nevertheless, I thought I'd mention the 
problem of comparisons because the divine simplicity 
Rahner alludes to is not that simple. Loving neighbor as 
yourself presumes you love your self enough to do good 
in the world. And do you know the God you are loving? 
If that perception of God does not continue to grow and 
change it's likely that your God-Consciousness is not 
maturing on schedule. And 'Who is my neighbor'? That 
answer should also be an open-ended, ever widening 
challenge. 
 
As Julian of Norwich says of joy and sorrow, both are 
“one love.” Loving God, Neighbor, Self, is one dynamic 
and vital love. In fact, each makes the other possible: the 
“divine descent into human flesh happens so that God is 
where we are and is looking at us through the other 
person.”  
~ an excerpt by Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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