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The readings this week:
◦ Isaiah 2:1-5 ◦ Psalm 122
◦ Romans 13:11-14 ◦ Matthew 24:36-44
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

The Waiting Place
The Waiting Place...for people just waiting.
Waiting for a train to go
or a bus to come, or a plane to go
or the mail to come,
or the rain to go
or the phone to ring, or the snow to snow
or waiting around for a Yes or No....
You know, it's Advent, and we are people, pregnant.
Pregnant and waiting, and we long for the God/man
to be born, and this waiting is hard. Our whole life is
spent, one way or another, in waiting. Information
puts us on hold and fills our waiting with thin,
irritating music. Our order hasn't come yet. The
elevator must be stuck. Our spouse is late. Will the
snow ever melt, the rain ever stop, the paint ever dry?
Will anyone ever understand? Will I ever change?
Life is a series of hopes and waiting and halffulfillments. With grace and increasing patience and
understanding of this human condition of constantly
unsatisfied desire, we wait on our uncompleted
salvation. Advent invites us to understand with a new
patience that very difficult state of being, Advent.
Advent is the waiting place. All of us have been
called to spend more time than we want to in the
waiting place. The children of Israel were caught
there as slaves in Egypt for an impossible length of
time. Now they wait -- captives in Babylon, longing
for the God of Sinai and the burning bush to tear
open the heavens and come down. They finally
realize that all strength is in God's hands and they are
but clay, and they confess this in our text.

The ways of God have not changed. He still says to
us, "Be still and know that I am God." Advent tells us
to be still, to be sober, and to make ourselves quiet so
that we can receive the truth, a truth that we have
been culturally conditioned not to receive. Advent is
the waiting place. It prepares us for God's greatest
event.

Advent is like the hush in a theatre just before the
curtain rises. It is like a hazy ring around the winter
moon that means the coming of snow that will turn
the night into silver. Advent means coming, and the
promise of Advent is that what is coming is an
unimaginable invasion. The mythology of our age
has to do with flying saucers and invasions from
outer space and the unimaginable enough. But what
is upon us now is even more so -- a close encounter,
not of the third kind, but of a different kind
altogether. An invasion of holiness. That is what
Advent is all about.
The waiting place prepares us for the angel chorus
announcing his birth. Without the waiting place, our
hearts are not sensitive and our appetites are not
ready. Welcome to God's waiting place. It is the
necessary place of preparation. Christmas is God's
response to the cry of our hearts. It is Jesus Christ,
God's future, taking hold of our hearts--hearts that
have confessed that they are falling leaves before the
winter wind, hearts that are now ready to become
molded like clay. This could not have happened
without the waiting place.
The waiting place changes our hearts and confirms
that we can do nothing but get ready. The initiative
is in God's hands.

The waiting place confirms that someone
somewhere loves us enough to make all things new,
and this can begin with us. What we wait for
determines how we wait. It determines life in the
meantime.
An excerpt,
from a
sermon by
William L.
Self, CSS
Publishing
Company

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
Why do you think peace is so elusive for the human race?
What do you find attractive about Isaiah’s vision? What
does it mean that the center of Christianity keeps
changing? Why is that significant? Do you think that the
gospel of the Kingdom is radically inclusive? Why or
why not? If so, how would you explain that to someone
who views Christianity as exclusive? How does the
gospel overcome our pride and make us peacemakers? In
what ways does pride cause you to exclude, despise, or
look down on others? What would it look like for you to
confess that to God and ask Him to transform your heart?
How can the vision of the future in Isaiah 2:4 impact the
way you live in the present? The College Church
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 122
When you think about doing good and seeking the
welfare of others, who comes to mind? Mentally open up
today's newspaper along with the Bible to see the people
and the needs that God cares most about in your city.
What things does the psalmist pray will be given to the
city? What would this psalmist say to someone who
wanted to first meet his own needs or that of his family,
before seeking the peace and prosperity of the city?
Worship at Mount Zion was both a regular obligation
(although a joyous event) and a bonding experience for
temple-bound worshipers. What is "going to church" like
for you? Psalm 122 also evokes memories of how Jesus
revered and wept over Jerusalem. By comparison, what
tears have you shed over your beloved city? How do you
go about working for the good of the city where you live
and worship? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press

The Church year begins with the ending of time itself.
The unfolding of this vision of the end of time is meant
to shake you awake, toward repentance and conversion,
changing, turning you around so that you might be fit to
bear Love. Contemplating the end of time itself, opens a
new kind of time. Now it is time to enter Sacred Time.
Something New begins. And to perceive it, the church
asks you to enter into another dimension, to take the
path diverging off chronological time, to enter the
series of sacred events leading toward the birth, the
teaching, the death, resurrection, and ascension of
Jesus, and then, the descent of the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit sends you out into the suffering world to be the
loving Kingdom. And then, you walk in two kinds of
time in the same world. Because the sacred world is all
about helping to fulfill the holiness of the temporal one.
Apocalypse means “revelation.” It is time to enter the
Revelation of time unfolding like an open door –
inviting you and me onto the difficult path of Love.
~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: Romans 13:11-14
What difference would it make if we approached every
relationship we have with people with the attitude that
there is nothing that could happen that would result in us
no longer owing love? Why does God have a right to ask
us to show this unending love to one another? Describe
how God’s love within us would be able to keep the
commandments listed in verse 9. How does living in the
light of Christ’s return help us in dealing with a world full
of corrupt governments and the violation of God’s will?
What signs are there in the world today that give us cause
to see Christ’s return is at hand? In what practical ways can
we live victoriously for Christ as we see His return is near
at hand? Calvary Chapel, Boise
____4th Reading: Matthew 24:36-44

Praying Toward Sunday
Holy God of Peace,
We seek your peace in these darkening days.
We seek a calm within, yes.
And an absence of conflict between people and
nations.
But more deeply, we seek your shalom –
the deep and abiding peace
that will come only through the justice of your
kingdom. Amen.
~ Joanna Harade, Spacious Faith

Why did Matthew’s community need to be reminded to
remain alert and to “love in expectation”? What are your
expectations as you prepare for Christmas? What have
your expectations been in the past? Have they been met?
(Perhaps you feel being disappointed. Perhaps you don’t
want to expect too much.) Think of a time when you were
surprised or momentarily startled. Where were you? What
did the place look like? What were the events? How did
you react? One cannot stay awake all night, every night.
How ought one be ready, what does it mean to get ready?
What would you say if God (Jesus) showed up
unexpectedly at your door? “Go away, I’m busy getting
this meal ready”? The question of the text is, what or who
is most important to you now? Suquamish United Church

