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King of the World 
 
One of the most iconic moments in cinema history comes 
in the film Titanic, when Rose (Kate Winslet) and Jack 
(Leonardo DiCaprio) stand on the forward deck of the ill-
fated ship and Jack shouts out “I’m the king of the world”. 
Those six simple words have inspired millions ever since 
to stand at the bow on a cross channel ferry – or even a 
boat in the park – and mimic that scene. 

Apparently, those words were never in the original script. 
Remarking on the 15th Anniversary of the film, producer 
James Cameron said, ‘The shot was already lined up, and I 
radioed up the line “I’m the king of the world.” I said, 
“Leo, in the next take just say that because that’s what you 
feel like. You don’t have a dime in your pocket, but you’re 
the king of the world.”’ 

Pilate said, “Are you the ‘King of the Jews’?” 
“My kingdom,” said Jesus, “doesn’t consist of what you 
see around you. If it did, my followers would fight so that 
I wouldn’t be handed over to the Jews. But I’m not that 
kind of king, not the world’s kind of king.” 

Getting to grips with Jesus is the most difficult thing ever. 
We want to address him, to understand him on our own 
terms. We want to crown him King. We want to usher in 
his Kingdom. But his definition of Kingship and ours are 
way out of kilter. “My kingdom doesn’t consist of what 
you see around you.” Did Jesus mean that geographically? 
Did he mean it politically? Or was it a philosophical 
statement? And combined with some of the parables that 
begin “…to what can we compare the kingdom…” we are 
left confused and puzzled. 

We’re always trying to build a picture, to construct a 
reality. We want to map out how the land lies, and the 
right route to take. That way, we can tell others how to 
make the journey. If I plan to make a journey from 
Oldham to Wakefield this weekend I will have my map 
and sat-nav to hand, mainly because I’ve never been to 
Wakefield before. They’ll be a great help … but they’re 
not fool proof. Just over the border in Ashton-under-Lyne 
there’s a big sign at the side of the road which says, “Do 
not follow Sat-Nav and turn right at next junction”. This is 
because lorry’s and HGV’s have done just that and the 
road isn’t suitable for vehicles such as these. Maps aren’t 
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much better, they go out of date so quickly as road 
improvements are made and new housing estates spring 
up. And don’t rely solely on advice from friends how to 
get somewhere, they often send you ‘the scenic route’. 

This is how it is with Christ the King and his Kingdom. So 
much of it comes down to our personal encounter with the 
living Lord. It’s all about belief and trust in God. And 
when we come face to face with the King, we aren’t 
proved right, we can’t say do it this way, or I know where 
I’m going follow me. It’s about meeting and working with 
fellow pilgrims along the way, about showing the 
Kingdom because of our obsession with compassion, 
peace, joy and love. 

Then Pilate said, “So, are you a king or not?” 
Jesus answered, “You tell me. Because I am King, I was 
born and entered the world so that I could witness to the 
truth. Everyone who cares for truth, who has any feeling 
for the truth, recognizes my voice.” 

Final word must go to Brian Stoffregen over 
at CrossMarks Christian Resources, and his exegetical 
notes on Christ the King: 

An approach to this question might be to tell this brief 
story:  An Amish man was once asked by an enthusiastic 
young evangelist whether he had been saved, and whether 
he had accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour? 
The gentleman replied, “Why do you ask me such a thing? 
I could tell you anything. Here are the names of my 
banker, my grocer, and my farm hands. Ask them if I’ve 
been saved.”  Jesus could tell Pilate anything. What is 
important is what Pilate believes. 

This week, as the end of the lectionary and liturgical year 
draws to a close, we are called to acknowledge Jesus 
Christ as King of kings, and Lord of lords. We are called 
to believe and trust in him, although we have no real 
confidence in knowing what his kingdom looks like. But 
that is part of what faith is all about, stepping out into the 
unknown and putting your complete trust, your whole 
trust, your very life in the hands of God. 

Happy days 
 

~ Neil Chappell, a weird thing 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=230
http://www.crossmarks.com/brian/john18x33.htm
https://aweirdthing.wordpress.com/2012/11/19/king-of-the-world/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  2 Samuel 23:1-7 
 

What kind of words does David speak here? What does 
that refer to?  What are the three descriptions of David in 
23:1?  Did you notice anything missing from this final 
picture of David’s life? What and why so?  What is it that 
you treasure the most about your life? How much has 
God’s grace shaped your thoughts and decisions? At the 
end of your life, what will be most significant to you and 
others? Your positions and gains or your special times 
with the Lord?  Who spoke to David (23:2)? Does that 
refer to personal uplifting or his prophetic ministry?  
What does verse 3 say about this coming ruler? Has He 
come? Who might it be?  What does David speak of in 
23:6-7? How might it relate to the former verses?  Do we 
focus on our titles, wealth, positions or on God's grace 
brought to our lives?  Biblical Foundations for Freedom 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18) 

What has David done? Explain his desire (See 2 Sam. 7). 

How is God’s chosen dwelling different from David’s 
conception? What is one area in life where I need to stop 
thinking my way and start thinking God’s way?  This Day 

with God 

____3rd Reading:  Revelation 1:4b-8  

Revelation is written to encourage and strengthen a church 
facing intense persecution. Why is the theme of testimony 
and witness so important to that purpose? How is Jesus as 

the “faithful witness” supposed to encourage us? Why are 
we afraid to be clear witnesses in a culture where we aren’t 
persecuted?  What does 1:8 tell us about the Father? The 

Father is the speaker here in 1:8 and in 21:6. But Jesus is 
the speaker in 1:17 and 22:12‐13. What is the significance 
of this for our understanding of who Jesus is?  In what 

countries are Christians presently experiencing tribulation 
or persecution for the faith? How can the Book of 
Revelation be a comfort and encouragement to them?  
Jesus Walk 

____4th Reading:  John 18:33-37  
 

Imagine you are arrested in another country. When you are 
brought before the leaders of that country, to whose laws 
and consequences would you be accountable? How would 
the laws of your own country apply to you?  How would 
you characterize the government “of this world” Jesus 
speaks of in verse 36? What is “power” and who has it? 
What do leaders use to obtain and keep their power?  From 
your understanding of Jesus’ life and ministry, how does 
he fulfill this kind of government?  In what ways is this 
situation like a case of international jurisdiction – Jesus is a 
citizen of one nation, being judged by the laws and powers 
of another?  In what ways is this situation different? What 
“Truth” Jesus is speaking of in verse 37?  As citizens of 
this True Kingdom, in what ways are we currently under 
the “power” of a foreign government?  Are the laws of our 
two governments necessarily opposed to one another?  
When those powers do conflict, how can we live as 
followers of our True King?  Faith Element 
 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Create a throne room for yourself here, O Christ, 
but let it be the empty seat beside the anxious 
the lonely chair next to the confused 
the vacant pew next to the hungry 
and reign, O Jesus, 
as sovereign over the forgotten 
 
May we find you in border areas 
on the edge of things 
crossing over with the foreigner 
 
May we find you among children 
learning to finger paint 
as teachers to those who long to enjoy life again 
 
May we find you on the wrong side of the tracks 
going where you should not 
and finding a place to lay your head among the lost 
 
May we find you with a word that lives 
in the hopes of the afraid 
and a comforting peace for those who are broken 
 
O Jesus, reigning in the world 
with your upside down kingdom 
may we find the faith to stand with you 
sovereign of life 
and servant of all 
 
~ an excerpt by Roddy Hamilton, Mucky Paws. 

The Church asks us to dwell in several times at once. 

And to see metaphor upon metaphor. On this feast, the 
humble man about to die is the King of Glory AND the 
Son of Man coming on Clouds at the end of time to 

judge the world. 
 
The woven thorns is the kingly crown, the cross of 

death is the throne of glory. Looking from Calvary 
forward into the reign of Christ, or looking back from 
the heavenly gathering at the end of time to the lonely 

crucible, we carry the narrative from beginning to end 
and end to beginning in one simultaneous but layered 
moment in our souls. The church year lets us tell the 

story from apocalypse to apocalypse, from the 
devastating end of the world to the triumphant end of 
time. 

~ an excerpt by Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=230
https://www.foundationsforfreedom.net/References/OT/Historical/1-2Samuel/2Samuel23-24/2Samuel23_Study-Questions.html
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=230
https://thisdaywithgod.wordpress.com/2013/06/17/questions-for-reflection-for-studying-psalm-132-136/
https://thisdaywithgod.wordpress.com/2013/06/17/questions-for-reflection-for-studying-psalm-132-136/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=230
http://www.jesuswalk.com/revelation/revelation-lesson-handouts.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=230
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/898232/21036954/1353461960350/mental112512_4-48.pdf?token=keWyiDnw6vfT8AIRhv2lPKOXuJ0%3D
http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/reignofchristb.html

