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Past, Future and Present 

I have a longstanding affection for time travel stories. 

I think it goes back to the television show The Time 
Tunnel (1966-67). Its tales of two scientists lost in time 
and popping up in one historical event or another each 
week fascinated eight-year-old me. 

These days, almost sixty-year-old me is watching 
Continuum, which ran on the Canadian network Showcase 
from 2012 until 2015 (I’m watching it on Netflix). It’s 
about a group of terrorists and a detective who get 
transported from 2077 to 2012. I’m also looking forward 
to the second season of Travelers, a joint production of 
Showcase (Canadians are apparently really into time 
travel) and Netflix about agents from the future whose 
consciousness is sent back to occupy the bodies of people 
just as they die in order to try to alter events in order to 
prevent future catastrophes. Really. 

One of the recurring themes in time travel stories is the 
extent to which future events can be altered by changing 
the past. If you could go into the past and alter events in 
what would then be your present, how would that change 
things in the future? 

(By the way, Stephen King produces a great thought 
experiment around this question in his novel 11/22/63. If 
you could go back in time and prevent the assassination of 
President Kennedy, would you? And if you did, how 
would that change the future? It’s fascinating.) 

Our lesson text for this Reign of Christ Sunday doesn’t 
deal with time travel but it does call us to reflect on how 
the past and the future affect the present. 

“God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the age to come” (vv. 20-
21). Christ rose from the grave and assumed his place of 
power and authority two thousand years ago. He will reign 
in the future. He reigns in the present. 

That’s a lot to celebrate. 
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Let’s remember that Paul wrote these words to Christians 
to encourage them in their present. He wanted them to 
realize the power of God in their current circumstances. He 
tells the Ephesians, “[God] has put all things under 
[Christ’s] feet and has made him the head over all things 
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all” (vv. 22-23). 

Here we are two thousand years in the future from when 
those words were written. The resurrection of Jesus all 
those centuries ago means that Christ will reign forever. 
But it also means he reigns today. And he reigns through 
us, his church. 

Right here, right now, Christ reigns. 

Celebrate! 

~ Michael Ruffin, Next Sunday Resources 

I always enjoy the surprise of the righteous. 
"WHEN ??? WHEN did we see thee hungry, or 
thirsty, a stranger, or naked, sick, or in prison?" Sur-
prise! The King replies, "Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these... ye have done it unto 
me." 
 
What better way to prepare for the season of observ-
ing the Incarnation than this text, both beginning and 
ending the story of the Christian year?  

 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
http://www.nextsunday.com/connections-11-26-2017-past-future-and-present/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/reignofchrist29a.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
 

Why are leaders so important in times of change and 
crisis? What difference – for good or bad – can a leader 
make in times like this?  A leader must balance care for 
individuals and the whole group. How does Ezekiel 
portray this through the image of a shepherd? What 
should a good shepherd do or not do? What things does 
God promise to do poetically in, and how might that 
translate into real care for God’s people? Why is it 
significant – in this time of exile – that God promises to 
be their Shepherd, rather than appointing someone to care 
for them?  How have the sheep been taking advantage of 
one another, and what will God do in response?  To what 
extent might this be also due to poor leadership by the 
shepherds?  How are we – today’s believers – like God’s 
people in exile? How does God’s care and promise 
through Ezekiel extend to us?  Faith Element 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 100  
 

This psalm opens and closes with a call for all the earth to 
praise God because of his faithfulness to all generations. 
God is not a tribal God; he is concerned for all people. Is 
your heart for all people as wide as God’s heart?  What 
does it mean to serve God?  We typically think of 
gratitude when we think of thanksgiving. However, 
biblical thanksgiving is closely related to worship and 
sacrifice. How does this change your understanding of 
how we express thanksgiving to God?   This psalm 
describes us as “sheep.” What is it about sheep that make 
this analogy so good when describing God’s people? 
What does our prayer life look like without thanksgiving?  
This psalm describes us as God’s people, not his 
individuals. How does community help us with 
expressing thanksgiving to God?  Clover Sites 

____3rd Reading:  Ephesians 1:15-23  
 

How does our personal faith in the Lord Jesus bring 
encouragement to others?  Why do you think that Paul 
gave such thanks to the Lord upon hearing of the Ephesian 
Christians’ faith in the Jesus, and their love for the saints?  
What are some examples of our personal faith working 
itself out in acts of love?  Why do you think the very first 
thing listed in Paul’s prayer is the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation and knowledge in Jesus?  In a world that is 
without hope, how can we communicate that there is hope 
in receiving the Lord?  How does knowing that Jesus is not 
only the Head of the Church, but also the One responsible 
for building the Church act as a safeguard for the Church?  
How can we, as members of His Church keep ourselves 
under the lordship of Jesus in the way we live our lives?  
House Groups 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 25:31-46 

 
The only difference between the sheep and the goats is 
what they did and didn't do. Why do you think Jesus makes 
care for the poor and needy THE issue by which he 
evaluates his followers in this story – rather than doctrine, 
personal holiness, or something else?  Debates occur today 
about the tension between the spiritual and the social 
aspects of evangelism. How can we keep both of these 
important activities in balance? The Bible refers to God’s 
heart for the poor and the needy frequently. Do you think 
that this theme is talked about enough in the church or has 
it been somewhat overlooked?   How can we live with a 
greater awareness that as we serve others, and care for the 
needy, we are really serving Jesus?  City Life Church 

New Year’s Resolution 

Here we are. The last Sunday of the church year, 
Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday. The year has 
gone by fast, hasn’t it? Don’t wait until January. 
Make this Sunday the New Year’s resolution Sunday. 
Look back on God’s reign in your life and imagine 
how you want to be a citizen the kingdom.  

At the end of the day, to claim Christ as king, to 
believe in God’s reign, has to be a claim on our 
present, and not just the future glory of “thy kingdom 
come.” That how we decide to live matters. Not just 
for ourselves. Not just for those immediately around 
us. But for the sake of procuring the reign of Christ 
here and now. I wonder how many resolutions 
include, “My New Year’s resolution is to strive for 
how to make the reign of Christ more possible for my 
neighbor.”  

~ An excerpt from Throne Mentality, Karoline Lewis  

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O God, our Heavenly Father, 
give us a vision of our world as 
Your love would make it: 
a world where the weak are 
protected 
and none go hungry or poor; 
a world where the benefits of civilized life are shared, 
and everyone can enjoy them; 
a world where different races, nations and cultures 
live in tolerance and mutual respect, 
a world where peace is built with justice, 
and justice is guided by love; 
and give us the inspiration and courage to build it, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
~ Geoffrey  Brown and John Pridmore,  

St Martin-in-the-Fields’ Prayer for the World  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50206719e4b03f6f4d18a86b/t/546c140fe4b058ae6d75945c/1416369167534/mental112314.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=170
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