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Declare that the Dawn is Coming 

I love holding babies.  I have held many babies.  
Countless times I have held a baby in my arms, and 

looked down and wondered, “What will this child be?” I 
can think of no act in life that is more full of hope then 
holding a baby.  I held each of my daughters within 

minutes of their birth.  Each time I was filled with awe 
and wonder.  Each time was a holy moment beyond 
explanation. 

Zechariah praised God when his son was born.  He praised 
God for the promises that God made.  He praised God for 
the promises that God kept. He praised God for the 

promise that was in his son.  For he knew that his son was 
created for a purpose.  He knew that his son would be 
called a prophet.  He knew that his son would “go before 

the Lord to prepare a way.”  He knew that is son would 
“tell the people how to be saved through the forgiveness 
of their sins.”  Zechariah was filled with joy at the birth of 

his son, so he praised God. 

But I’m here to tell you that God rejoices no less for you 
than did Zechariah for his son.  Zechariah so loved his son 

that he could glimpse him through God’s eternal eyes.  
God so loves you that he has laid out a path for you to 
follow.  God has given you something that makes you 

uniquely you.  There is something in you that transcends 
employment, labels, gender, race, or status.  God has 
created you with a purpose, and is calling you to that 

purpose today.  You were created to do no less than John 
once did – to prepare the way of the Lord, and “to show 
the people the way to salvation through the forgiveness of 

sins.” 

God has called you to your life.  Let it speak.  Let nothing 
get in the way of being the person that you are.  Zachariah 
claimed in his prophecy that through the birth of Jesus, 

“we have been rescued from the power of our enemies so 
that we could serve him without fear.”  We need no longer 
fear.  We need no longer hide from God or from each 

other.  We are free to use the gifts that God has granted us 
for God’s purposes.  We can serve God in our homes, in 
our churches, and in our workplace.  We can serve God 

with our hearts, hands, feet, and minds.  We are free to 
love God, because it is only in freedom that love is 
possible.  We are free to love ourselves because we know 

that we were created in the image of the God that is love.  

We are free to love one another because God has called 
us to do no less. 

Fear is powerful.  Fear can be overwhelming.  When we 

sit in the shadow of death, fear can be crippling. 

Though some would claim that God does not go where 
God is not wanted, such a claim stands in direct 

opposition to the claim of Christmas.  The claim of 
Christmas is that God goes where God is not expected 
and is not wanted.  God goes where it one time seemed 

impossible.  God breaks through the cosmos, tears 
through the curtain, crumbles our dividing walls, and 
makes the audacious and spectacular claim that God was 

made flesh.  God was a baby. 

The claim of Christmas is that God broke through the 
darkness.  As Zachariah said, “Because of God’s 

compassion, the dawn from heaven will break upon us, to 
give light to those who are sitting in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide us on the path of 

peace.” (Luke 1:78-79 CEB) 

Through our freedom, humanity has created many dark 

and terrible places.  The shadow of death at times looms 
large over our world, but in the midst of darkness a baby 
is born. 

Zachariah saw a great purpose in his son’s life.  People 
wondered, “What then will this child be?”  John grew to 
be the voice in the wilderness that cried out, “Prepare the 

way of the Lord.” 

What then will you be?  For what purpose have you been 
created?  Use what you have been given to do as John 
did.  Prepare the way of the Lord.  Show people the way 

of salvation.  Find those that sit in the shadow of death, 
and sit next to them.  Hold their hand.  Weep with them.  
Give them love.  Show them the light, and declare that 

the dawn is coming.  Declare that the dawn is coming, 
and let the Holy Spirit guide us on the path of peace. 

~ An excerpt by Robb McCoy, The Fat Pastor 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

Why is a shepherd such a good image and prototype to 
use for a leader of a government, as these kings were 
supposed to be?  How had these shepherds done a poor 
job – even doing the opposite of what was needed?  Who 
will now be the Shepherd, and how will he and his 
shepherds set things right?  Why is this prophecy a 
beautiful dream even for us today? Do you know any 
leaders who have already exemplified this kind of 
leadership?  Even though the people of Judah did not see 
a literal fulfillment of the oracle in verses 5-6, how do we 
understand Jesus as its ultimate fulfillment? Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Luke 1:68-79  

 
When we sing or say this canticle together, we remind 
ourselves that God has raised up salvation for us in Christ, 
but we are also remind ourselves that this is not an easy 
road. God saves us and sets us free, but we must walk in 
God’s way. How can you live like John the Baptist and 
live his message today?  How do you experience the 
freedom given by God, a freedom that frees you to 
worship God and to be holy and righteous?  Sermons that 
Work 

____3rd Reading: Colossians 1:11-20  
 

What are some of your favorite hymns? How do you feel 
when singing them? Do you sing them when you are 
stressed, angry, sad, hurt? Try writing out the text of a 
hymn to see what it teaches you and what gospel truth it 
proclaims.  Try writing a hymn like this one. What do you 
love most about Christ? How do you know Christ in your 
own experience? What images or stories from Scripture 
come to mind when contemplating Christ?  Sermons that 
Work 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 23:33-43  

 
This king does not tell Rome, “What you’ve done to me, I 
will do to you,” but rather asks that they be forgiven. 
Instead of condemning the thief who mocks him, Jesus 
turns to the thief who recognizes Jesus’ innocence and 
gives him a promise of hope and peace.  What qualities 
from your list of leadership qualities for today’s Jeremiah 
reading are shown here in Jesus?  What images of Christ in 
the New Testament or church tradition speak most to you? 
What images do not speak to you? What can you learn 
from both sets of images?  How does one forgive such 
injustice and brutality? How can reconciliation and hope 
be brought to a world in need?  Sermons that Work 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Eternal God, the refuge and help of all your 
children, 
we praise you for all you have given us, 
for all you have done for us, 
for all that you are to us. 
In our weakness, you are strength, 
in our darkness, you are light, 
in our sorrow, you are comfort and peace. 
We cannot number your blessings, 
we cannot declare your love: 
For all your blessings we bless you. 
May we live as in your presence, 
and love the things that you love, 
and serve you in our daily lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
~ written by St. Boniface (ca. 672-754)  

The "image of the invisible" (Col. 1:15) is sheer 
horror. How is it possible to watch a man 
tortured to death and manage at the same time to 
gaze through into the Kingdom of God? Nothing 
accentuates the tension between temporal and 
eternal as dramatically as the image of the cross.  
Even death finds Jesus in the company of sinners.  
 
But the "Good Thief," named Dismas by 
tradition, sees through the horror into the 
kingdom. "Jesus, remember me when you come 
into the Kingdom." Jesus replies, "Today you will 
be with me in Paradise." 
 
The Christian Year ends firmly in the temporal 
realm, but with a faint sense of light and of 
paradise behind reality. In our own times of 
extremity we can turn toward Christ and pray 
with Dismas, opening ourselves to eternal Love. 
But the kingdom is not something we wait around 
for after death - as we open ourselves to grace, 
we offer our own self-sacrifice, daring, and 
courage to the now of this suffering world. 
 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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