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All Used Up
A well-known surgeon was attending a dinner party
and watched the host adroitly carve and slice the
large turkey for his guests.
When he finished slicing, the host asked, “How did I
do, Doc? I think I’d make a pretty good surgeon,
don’t you?”
“Perhaps,” said the physician. “But anyone can take
them apart. Now let’s see you put it back together
again.”
Like surgery, some tasks require special talent, skill
or training. There are those who have what it takes to
work in an operating room. Others have the kind of
aptitude needed to teach a class or repair an
automobile, and still others can cook a delicious
meal, play a musical instrument well enough that
folks want to listen or solve difficult mathematical
problems. Some people have a natural ability to relate
to others, some people are imaginative problemsolvers, some people can organize almost anything
and others possess the gift of empathy. I have yet to
meet anyone who does not exhibit a unique talent or
ability.
But Spanish cellist Pablo Casals said it well: “Don’t
be vain because you happen to have talent. You are
not responsible for that; it was not of your doing.
What you do with your talent is what matters.”
And what's the best thing to do with talent and
ability? Use it. Use it generously – even
extravagantly. And use it for good.
Erma Bombeck was known for her humorous
journalism. But she frequently seasoned her writing
with pinches of wisdom. At the end of a newspaper
column on March 10, 1987, Bombeck wrote these
words:

I always had a dream that when I am asked to give an
accounting of my life to a higher court, it will go like
this: "So, empty your pockets. What have you got left
of your life? Any dreams that were unfulfilled? Any
unused talent that we gave you when you were born
that you still have left? Any unsaid compliments or
bits of love that you haven’t spread around? "
And I will answer, "I’ve nothing to return. I spent
everything you gave me. I’m as naked as the day I
was born."
She would agree that what we do with what we're
given is what matters.
My question is this: what would you find if you
emptied your pockets today? Any unused talent? Is
there anything inside that should be spent, shared or
given away? When it comes to your time and
resources are you living a life of extravagant
generosity?
I'm going to mentally empty my pockets tonight at
bedtime and see if I've been holding back. I think
that's important. I want to make sure there is nothing
left at the end of the day that could have been used.
And then tomorrow I'll see what I can use up.
I can hardly think of a more worthwhile and joyous
way to live.
~ Steve Goodier, Life Support

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Judges 4:1-7
After Ehud died, what pattern did Israel repeat? Whom
did God allow to oppress them this time, and where did
he reign? Who was the captain of this army? What
special weaponry did he have, and how long did the
oppression last? Who judged Israel at this time? What
information are we given about her? Where did she
work? How did the people obtain judgments? For whom
did Deborah send, and where did he live? What revelation
from God did she give him? What did God say He would
do with Sisera? What would result? Bible Study Lessons
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 123
What does it mean to lift your "eyes" to God? When is the
last time you lifted your eyes to God? Verse 2 could
seem a bit out of place in our 21st century society. What
is the author's point with this analogy? (Tough side
question: Is the author actually condoning 'slavery'… or is
there another application?) How do verses 3-4 add
context to the slavery analogy in verse 2? What does the
author say "we" need from God? Why? Who is "we"?
This psalm ends rather abruptly. Why do you think some
of the psalms leave themselves open-ended? Why do
some psalms seem to leave the reader hanging with
tension… or with an unresolved feeling? Following this
psalm as an example, try praying right now without
wrapping-it-all-up in a neat package. Let your "amen" sit
awkwardly. Practice a hanging-prayer in order to trust
God with the depths of your heart and then to leave it in
His hands. Ken Castor

Praying Toward Sunday
A Call to Prayer

(Gospel Reflection based on Matthew 25: 14-30)

we have talent
precious metal
protected, hoarded.
we have talent
symbolic worth
invested, growing
we have talent
opportunity unfolding
sharing, giving
~ Katherine Hawker, Outside the Box

Recently, a friend of mine wrote me about an experience
some years ago that had changed her life. She had gone
to an artist’s studio to have her portrait drawn. The artist
took his time, asking her a number of questions aimed at
drawing her out. Eventually he asked her what she
feared most. Her first answer was nuclear war. She
mentioned that she had repeatedly had nightmares about
nuclear holocaust.
But the artist said, "No, I don't believe you. That can’t
be right. Something more personal."
Nancy thought and thought. Finally it dawned on her.
"What I fear most is getting to the end of my life and
realizing that I had been too fearful -- too careful -- that
I never really used my talents."
"That's it," the artist said.
-Robert Ellsberg
Sermon, St. Augustine's Church, Croton-on-Hudson,
via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
What “times” and “epochs” is Paul referring to? If they
have no need to be written to about this, why does Paul
write to them about it? Why does he even say this? What
does the “day of the Lord” refer to? What does Paul mean
that it will come like a “thief in the night?” Why might
God have planned the last days to come suddenly and
unexpectedly rather than giving a clear warning first? Are
there any warnings before the “day of the Lord?” If so,
what? What is different about believers? What
applications does Paul lay out for the Thessalonians? What
can we learn from this? How can we be alert and sober in
the coming year? How can we put on this spiritual armor?
What is the final application Paul gives from this passage?
Calligraphy for God

____4th Reading: Matthew 25:14-30
What does this parable teach us about God and his
character? What do you think are some of your own Godgiven talents and abilities? When you have done
something useful for God or others, how does it feel? Why
is it important to honor and commend one another, as we
do our church volunteers? If you had unlimited resources,
what would you do? What would you attempt if you knew
you wouldn’t fail? Reflect on one of the biggest risks you
have ever taken in life. How did it turn out? Many older
people, when reflecting back on their life, wish they had
risked more. Will you? What step is God calling you to
make right now? What are you afraid of? City Life Church

