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Rejoice and Endure 
 
Our Church year is ending. Next week we will 
proclaim Christo Re… Christ the King… the Reign 
of Christ… the objective of the entire Christian 
narrative. But as we are always instructed on this next
-to-last Sunday of the liturgical year, that reign will 
come in with a bang, not with a whimper.  Luke’s 
gospel for this event is not the most apocalyptic 
account by far. John and Mark more graphically 
illustrate the perils that will signal the end of days. In 
Luke’s gospel Jesus initially predicts an end of days 
on a much smaller, more immediate scale… the 
destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem. 
 
He then goes on to tell of the turmoil in nature and 
among people that will plague the earth. And if that 
isn’t bad enough, Jesus puts all his followers on 
notice that we will be singled out for persecution, 
betrayal and hatred: all because of (his) name. Then 
suddenly Jesus stands this whole doomsday scenario 
on its head. In the face of cataclysm, Jesus tells 
us: Not a hair on your head will perish. 
 
How can this be? How can we escape the 
apocalypse? How do we dodge the bullet aimed at 
every Christian?  Over thousands of years and 
countless generations, Jesus speaks directly to us with 
the freshness of this morning: By your endurance you 
will gain your souls. The operative word leaps at us 
from the page: endurance. 
 
To me it conjures up images of marathon runners 
struggling towards a finish line, then collapsing in 
exhaustion. Is that what lies in store for us… 
physically and spiritually hanging on by our 
fingernails? Is that God’s plan for us? No way! We 
are here to rejoice in the Lord always… in good times 
and bad, in celebration and in persecution. In fact that 
is the only way that we can truly endure… by 
rejoicing in the Lord. The Gospel is the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. And the best news is that we are not 
in this race by ourselves. Jesus is with us every step 
of the way. We need not rely on training, 
conditioning or dieting for our endurance. His grace 
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is the source of our strength. To endure, we must 
constantly seek it, pray for it, cling to it. 
 
Because Jesus loves us, he always tells us the truth, 
even when it is hard to find the good news behind the 
dire predictions. Luke 21 is the last chapter before the 
Passion. Jesus clearly sees what he must endure for 
our sake. He looks beyond his looming agony and 
foretells what we must endure for his sake. To carry 
us home, Jesus will soon carry his cross. To follow 
him home, we must carry our cross, too. For some of 
us, the cross is relatively light: minor inconveniences, 
petty prejudices, snide remarks, negative peer 
pressure, constantly navigating a world of vanishing 
values. For others the cross literally means 
martyrdom, either by the sword or by institutional 
prejudice. A recent study found that fifty countries 
had official anti-Christian statutes and practices with 
sanctions ranging from death to imprisonment, 
harassment to expulsion. 
 
So Christian life is more than a marathon; it can also 
be a treacherous obstacle course. Expect to be tripped. 
Expect to fall. Endurance means more than just 
chugging along. We must regularly pick ourselves up 
and get back in the race. For endurance we look not 
only to the cross, we look to the Resurrection. That’s 
because we know how this story ends… not in 
tragedy, but in triumph. That is the source of our 
strength, our hope, our joy. As Paul instructs us in 
Hebrews 12: Lets us run with perseverance…looking 
to Jesus…who endured the cross… so that you may 
not grow weary or lose heart. Thank you, Jesus. In 
your love we rejoice and endure.  
 

~ David Sellery 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

How might we see "the city" as a joy? Where do you see 
possibilities in your own struggles, and in the struggles of 
your community?  In these difficult economic times, 
whose "job" is it to speak up for "the widow, the orphan, 
and the stranger in our midst," and for the poor?  How do 
you connect your personal faith with the public life of the 
community, and this project, or dream, of God?  Where 
do you find hope for the infinite possibilities of the 
renewal of the earth?  Weekly Seeds 

 
____Psalm Reading: Isaiah 12 

What does the word hope mean to you? What day is verse 
1 speaking of? What are some of the ways to praise the 
Lord? What does God do, when He turns His anger away? 
What causes us to have a song of praise in our heart? 
What is the "water" in verse 3? Why was the physical 
house of Israel obligated to tell others? What does "cry 
out" speak of? What are the main themes of the songs of 
thanksgiving in chapter 12? Can man fully understand the 
greatness of God? In situations in your life how does 
trusting God mean reaffirming the truths of 12:2? Bible 
Study.org, Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press  

____3rd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  
 

Whom should we avoid?  What example had Paul set when 
he was with the church at Thessalonica?  What work habits 
did Paul display while he was in Thessalonica?  Why did 
Paul work so hard and pay for his food?  What rule had 
Paul given about working and eating?  What reports had 
Paul heard about some of the believers in Thessalonica? 
What had some people in Thessalonica become? What was 
Paul’s command to the busybodies in Thessalonica? What 
encouragement did Paul give to those he called "brothers"?  
How can these same words encourage us today?  
Discipleship Evangelism 

____4th Reading: Luke 21:5-19  
 

Did Jesus think it was wrong for people to delight in their 
temple? Why? Why not?  What might be replacing the 
temple?  The disciples ask, again, for a sign; what has 
Jesus repeatedly responded to their request for signs? What 
is he warning them about in verse 8?  Do you think the 
answer Jesus gives in vs 8 answers the question the 
disciples asked in vs 7?  Why? Why not?   Do you think 
the disciples realized that their lives, also, would be taken 
from them soon?  What assurances does Jesus give them 
for the time they will face death?  Lesson Plans that Work 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of all love and peace, we come to you in faith, 
offering you access into every area of our lives. 
We pray for our congregation: 
May we not grow weary in doing good. 
Keep us from idleness, that we may not be 
busybodies; 
May we not grow weary in doing good. 
Enable us to do our work quietly in a manner that 
pleases you; 
May we not grow weary in doing good. 
Grant us discernment to fulfill our vocations with 
industry and hard work; 
May we not grow weary in doing good. 
We look to you, Lord of all, mindful of our 
helplessness, 
Glorify your name in the midst of our need.  Amen 
 

~ Oratio Contemplativa  

It helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view. 

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is beyond our 
vision. We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of 

the magnificent enterprise that is God's work. Nothing we do 
is complete, which is another way of saying that the kingdom 

always lies beyond us. 
 

No statement says all that could be said. No prayer fully 

expresses our faith. No confession brings perfection. No 
pastoral visit brings wholeness. No program accomplishes the 
Church's mission. No set of goals and objectives includes 

everything. 
 

This is what we are about: we plant seeds that one day will 

grow. We water seeds already planted, knowing that they 
hold future promise. We lay foundations that will need 
further development. We provide yeast that produces effects 

beyond our capabilities. 
 

We cannot do everything and there is a sense of liberation in 
realizing that. This enables us to do something, and to do it 
very well. It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step 

along the way, an opportunity for God's grace to enter and do 
the rest. We may never see the end results, but that is the 

difference between the master builder and the worker. We are 
workers, not master builders, ministers, not messiahs. We are 

prophets of a future not our own. 
 

                                                                                         ~ attributed to Oscar Romero 1917-1980,                             

                            via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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