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Peace and Security 
 
“There is peace and security … ” (I Thess 5:3). Where? 
 
A week ago Thursday, at the same time as I was walking 
out the back door to head to Luther Seminary’s campus, 
my youngest son, twelve years old, having left for the bus 
only a few minutes before, bolted through the door, almost 
knocking me over. He was crying, shaking all over, and 
could barely speak. “What’s wrong?” I said. After many 
attempts to answer in the midst of shivering tears and 
heaving breaths, he managed to say, “There was a van. I 
think it was following me.” 
 
If you are a parent, you know exactly what I felt in that 
moment. And I assured him that he did the right thing. 
And that I loved him. And that he was okay. 
 
Peace and security? How? 
 
This is the same son about whom people ask of me, 
“Aren’t you just a wreck when he plays football?” “What 
if he gets a concussion?” “Don’t you worry when you 
watch his hockey games?” But, if I allowed into my life 
the expected levels of anxiety that come with being his 
mother, my life would be overtaken by concern and fear. 
 
Peace and security? When? 
 
The man in Matthew’s parable wants peace and security. 
He’s going on a trip and needs his property tended. The 
psalm states trust in the Lord for peace and security, 
“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all 
generations.” And the Thessalonians? Well, they certainly 
need peace and security. Facing the loss of those they have 
loved prior to Jesus and security were possible, the 
proverbial rug is pulled out from under you. As soon as 
you claim peace and security, expect it to vanish before 
your eyes. Or, in the words of Paul, to disappear as 
suddenly as the onslaught of labor pains. Wow. Do I ever 
know what that feels like -- my body decided that my first 
son should be born 9 weeks early. With that first 
contraction, there went peace and security. 
 
Does all of this mean that peace and security are endlessly 
elusive? That as soon as we start to feel comfortable, 
confident, or calm we should anticipate that what or whom 
we have placed on, located in, or entrusted with the means 
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of our peace and security will fall apart or abandon us? 
Because here seems to be the truth -- locating peace and 
security, or giving them up, or entrusting them to others, in 
the end, is a vulnerable act. Because peace could end up as 
discord. And security could result in being exposed or 
expelled. 
 
Peace and security? In what? 
 
And peace and security can’t be generic conceptualized 
thoughts or theoretical truths. They have to be lodged in 
something, someone. That’s exactly what Paul is 
suggesting. Peace and security really mean nothing unless 
they are connected to that which or to whom they can be 
realized or experienced. There is too much that creates only 
temporary peace. There is too much that offers only a false 
sense of security. This is why they are such powerful 
realities. We entrust them to other things and to other 
beings. Paul is saying, entrust them in the God who raised 
Jesus from the dead. Given that God and that truth, there is 
no doubt that the security of those you love and the peace of 
knowing that truth are real... 
 
...In the end, isn’t that what God wants? What Matthew 
sees? What Paul is trying to communicate? We cannot 
locate our inherent need for peace and security in passing 
potentates (consider the results of the recent elections in the 
United States), in the fleeting fickleness of institutions, or 
with temporary trust in what we thought was tried and true. 
Rather, our need for peace and security is personal. It’s 
relational. It’s emotional. It’s communal. 
 
There is peace and security. In whom. 
 
That is, maybe, where, how, or in what we have peace and 
security is not the best question -- it is in whom. It is heavily 
invested in, and perhaps only possible, in whom. 
 

~ Karoline Lewis, Dear Working Preacher 

http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=3418


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Judges 4:1-7 
 

Have you ever been thrust into service or responsibility in 
an unexpected way or at an unexpected time? How did 
you respond? What challenging situation does Israel finds 
themselves in?  Deborah looms large in this portion of 
Scripture as easily one of the most respectable characters 
in the entire book of Judges. What is her role?  Why do 
you think Deborah summoned Barak?  Why do you think 
Barak wanted Deborah with him? What repercussions did 
Deborah say this would have for Barak?  Have you ever 
felt the need to know that God was with you in a 
particular season or situation? What did you do? How 
have you seen God at work in this story from start to 
finish?  How has God been at work in your life in 
significant ways?  Renovate 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 123 
 

What does it mean to lift your "eyes" to God? When is the 
last time you lifted your eyes to God? 
Verse 2 could seem a bit out of place in our 21st century 
society. What is the author's point with this analogy? 
(Tough side question: Is the author actually condoning 
'slavery'… or is there another application?)  How do 
verses 3-4 add context to the slavery analogy in verse 2?  
What does the author say "we" need from God? Why? 
Who is "we"?  This psalm ends rather abruptly. Why do 
you think some of the psalms leave themselves open-
ended? Why do some psalms seem to leave the reader 
hanging with tension… or with an unresolved feeling?  
Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  
 

Think about a time that you were caught off guard. Did 
you get caught in a storm? Have unexpected guests? 
Surprised by good or bad news? How does it feel to be 
caught off guard?  What does Paul say that the coming of 
the Lord will be like? What will people be doing or saying 
before the return of Christ? What is the destruction that 
Paul is talking about in these verses?  What are some of the 
contrasts that Paul makes between those who are followers 
of Jesus and those who are not? What do you think Paul 
means when he says that “you are all children of the light 
and children of the day?”  What would it look like for you 
to live as “children of the light” in this generation?  
Wooddale Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 25:14-30  

 
How is judgment part of your faith?  What's the difference 
between "freedom," and "freedom with responsibility"?  
Why do you think the "sheep" were surprised that they 
were rewarded?  How would things change if we read this 
text as a judgment of nations more than individuals?  Is it 
possible to be an "anonymous Christian"?  Weekly Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

I believe in a God 
who created all things 
and seeks for all to be in communion as God’s 
people. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ 
who showed us how to share love, 
and who commissioned us to go out into the 
highways and byways 
inviting all to be a part of God’s work in the world. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
who leads and guides us into the world, 
then touches the lives of those around us 
in ways that make them receptive to love. 
 
I believe in the harvest 
and the call for laborers to receive and respond, 
sharing light and life with the world.  Amen.  

 
~ Tim Tate, Lead Pastor, Warrenton UMC  

Under the Mattress 
 
The tragedy is that many people are afraid of losing 
or endangering God and so seek to protect God from 
adventures, to resist attempts at radical inclusion that 
might, they fear, compromise God's purity and 
holiness. Protecting God is a variant of not trusting 
God. Matthew wants his hearers to share God's 
adventure of inclusiveness. God is bigger than our 
religious industry. Sometimes we find God is pulling 
in great profits in areas which we had deemed beyond 
God's interests. It is a fascinating thing to have God 
compared to the entrepreneurial multimillionaire. 
"God's mercy never ends" is a way of saying grace 
has capital, love is rich. We need to encourage people 
to stop putting God under the mattress. As we begin 
to trust allowing God to move through us, our lives 
change as individuals and our communities have a 
better chance of change. There are rich pickings, so to 
speak, and the harvest is ripe. 

~ William Loader, via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of 
Enclosure 
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