
I need courage right now to hope. To hope that as Martin 
Luther King Jr. says, “the arc of the moral universe is 
long, but it bends toward justice.” So when Jesus says 
repeatedly to “stay with it,” it sounds like Gospel wisdom 
that speaks so clearly to today. It rings of the fruit of the 
spirit with perseverance—to hold onto hope despite all 
that is stacked against it. 

I have experienced something of staying with it in my 
limited and privileged time here on earth: 

My senior year of college felt like rock bottom to my 21-
year-old self. My father had committed suicide earlier in 
the year, my support system of my three best friends were 
all gone on their study abroad programs, and I was 
dealing with daily panic attacks that felt like constant near 
deaths. Not to mention the common worry of “what the 
heck do I do after graduation?!” that every senior grapples 
with throughout their last year. In my limited and 
individual experience, it felt like the very sky was falling 
around me, and I felt alone. I was angry at God for all of 
it and refused to engage in my faith in the ways I had at 
my church and in my personal practice. So instead of 
scripture, I went to poetry. It was in this poem by Rainer 
Maria Rilke that I heard God saying exactly was Jesus 
was saying in this passage: “Let everything happen to 
you: beauty and terror. / Just keep going.” (Book of 
Hours, I 59). The “just keep going”, got me through that 
very difficult season, even though relief didn’t come for a 
while, it was miraculous perseverance and strength I can 
only attribute to God. 
 
There is an invitation into the long game in this passage. 
It doesn’t skirt the reality that life has some real terror and 
injustice in it. And it instructs us to “stay with it.” Don’t 
run away, don’t numb out, don’t go it alone. Trusting that, 
somehow, God is bending that arc towards justice, despite 
news headlines 
and soundbytes 
that say 
otherwise. 

~ Dani Scoville, 
Modern 

Metanoia 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Stay With It 

When I received this Gospel passage assignment, I 
audibly groaned. I have no idea what to do with the 
apocalyptic Jesus, particularly the NRSV translation of 
this passage with him. I stared at this scripture for over a 
month, waiting for something other than what I’m about to 
share to come up—something more scholarly than what 
resonated with me in the Message translation. But at the 
end of the day, the Message telling of Luke 21:5-19 spoke 
to me in this time and place most. Specifically, the lines 
“You’ll think at times that the very sky is falling” (Luke 
21:11) and “Staying with it—that’s what is required. Stay 
with it to the end. You won’t be sorry; you’ll be 
saved” (Luke 21:19). 

One of the most frustrating and clique retorts to the why of 
religion is “faith is a crutch.” It assumes, in that privileged 
white male straight American way, that we are meant to 
go through this life journey alone—to pull ourselves up by 
our bootstraps emotionally, physically, spiritually—after 
all, anything less makes us weak. This ego-centric 
approach of shouldering life on our own is destructive, 
and I’ve seen it lived out through isolated individualism 
(“I am a rock, I am an island”), substance abuse (self-
medicating as a “fix” to a struggle), and workaholism 
(escapism or proving one’s worth). In trying to do life 
without God I’ve tried all three of these and they simply 
don’t work, and worse: they ended up only digging me 
further into the pit of helpless and perceived aloneness. 

“Faith is a crutch”. Well, THANK GOD! Have you 
looked around recently? With Hurricane Matthew taking 
at least 1,000 Haitian lives, Donald Trump’s violent and 
hateful comments against nearly every kind of person, 
reports of US police brutality against people of color 
continue to surface in shocking numbers, and the two 
families that lived above my old apartment in the Mission 
District of San Francisco this week were unfairly evicted 
— it certainly feels like “the very sky is falling.” And 
all that I just listed was only this month. All I can do is 
desperately cling to my “faith crutch” in order to, as the 
dearly departed Prince said, “get through this thing called 
life.” Or as this passage echoes, “Staying with it—that’s 
what is required. Stay with it to the end. You won’t be 
sorry; you’ll be saved.” 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

If you were to maintain reasonable physical and mental 
health, how long would you like to live? Are there events 
of your past that you wish would never come to mind? 
How will you feel when the new heaven and new earth 
arrive? What were the curses on Adam and Eve (Gn 3:16-
19)? How is verse Isaiah 65:23 a reversal of those curses? 
What do you think verse 25 illustrating for Christians? 
What does God do for us? In what way does this point to 
what Jesus does for us that we can’t do on our own? How 
is this passage Good News rather than Good Advice? 
Faith Connector 

 
____Psalm Reading: Isaiah 12  

 
“With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation.” (v.3) For a people for whom water equaled 
life, this exclamation is a weighty promise indeed. What 
might an equivalent metaphor be for us today? What 
gives you life? Isaiah was prophesying in the midst of 
conflict, and this vision of joy “in that day” looked to 
promised better days ahead. After millennia, how do we 
receive the promise? Is it just “wishful thinking”? Or is it 
something to which we can still cling as we long for 
salvation in the midst of our present troubles? How do 
these words resonate with you as we soon enter the 
season of Advent, as we remember “Immanuel” who both 
came and is coming? What does the joy of such salvation 
look like in these “in between” times, when we celebrate 
the one who has already come, but whose kingdom is not 
yet a reality? Sitting in the Gap 

____3rd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  
 

Paul instructs this church to “keep away” from any brother 
who refuses to work. Do you think this is an extreme 
response? Why or why not? Consider verse 14 as well. 
Paul’s command regarding the lazy brother required the 
members of the church to play a role in church discipline. 
Why do you think it is important for church members to 
understand that they have this type of responsibility? 
Explain a Christian work ethic as described in verses 6-12. 
How might we see this ethic applied practically? One of 
the problems with the brothers who refused to work is that, 
in their idleness they became busybodies. They were 
gossips who meddled in other people’s business. In what 
ways do you believe being a busybody might be damaging 
to a church? Rick Cowan 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 21:5-19 

 
Can you recall a time when you were really excited about 
something happening in the future? How did that change 
the way you lived day-to-day? What enables us to be so 
excited about Jesus’ return? What do you think would 
have been the disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ announcement 
that in regard to the temple (v.5), not one stone would be 
left on another? The key word of the chapter was 
“WATCH!” – with Jesus warning them not to be deceived. 
How should we be alert to in regard to our own leaders in 
this regard and what should we do if we think they are 
heading in the wrong direction? The plea to watch and to 
remain faithful to God in the face of opposition is surely 
applicable beyond the trying and tragic circumstances of 
the historic destruction of the temple. Do you think we 
employ strategies to avoid the tiny amount of opposition 
we might face here in Puyallup? How do we typically 
justify such avoidance? How can we help each other take a 
stand for Jesus, no matter the outcome? Adam Lowe 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O Lord, open our hearts to your grace.  Make us 
new.  For those of us who have not made you 
their Lord, grant the willingness to surrender to you. 
For those of us whose hearts need re-kindling, light 
your flame in us that we might endure to the end, and 
gain our very souls. Through Jesus Christ our Lord 
we pray, Amen.  

~ A Pastor Sings 

...This is what we are about: we plant seeds that one 
day will grow. We water seeds already planted, 
knowing that they hold future promise. We lay 
foundations that will need further development. We 
provide yeast that produces effects beyond our 
capabilities. 
 

We cannot do everything and there is a sense of 
liberation in realizing that. This enables us to do 
something, and to do it very well. It may be 
incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, 
an opportunity for God's grace to enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the 
difference between the master builder and the worker. 
We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not 
messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own. 
 

                                                                 ~ attributed to Oscar Romero 1917-1980,  
                       via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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