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Why Perseverance Matters 

Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what 
is right. 2 Thessalonians 3:13 

Doing the right thing can be tough—tough to discern, 
tough to put into practice, and tough practice 
consistently. Staying the course and using critical 
thinking to discern the right paths—these are skills 
not often taught or prized in much of our culture. 
Let’s face it; we live in a throwaway age. For 
example, it’s cheaper to toss your old inkjet printer 
rather than have it repaired. Clothes may be perfectly 
serviceable, but if fashions change, so do many 
people’s wardrobes. And who has time to weigh what 
it right versus what is expedient versus what fulfills 
the needs and desires of our hearts? 

And many do become weary of doing right. 
“Compassion fatigue” afflicts many who give much 
of themselves. Well-meaning, passionate individuals 
can fall prey to cynicism and become disillusioned 
when desired outcomes don’t materialize. The wide, 
well-trodden paths of denial and avoidance look 
much more navigable than the tortuous climb to the 
mountaintop in the pursuit of truth and justice. 

What’s a disciple to do in a world that glorifies the 
self in all manner of ways: self-satisfaction, self-
actualization, self-reliance, and self-centeredness? Do 
we simply opt out of anything that is uncomfortable 
or that pushes us deeper into relationship with the 
One who demands that we give up our very self for 
the sake of the gospel? 

The answer, of course, is that we must die to self in 
order to persevere in doing the right thing. And that is 
not something we should mourn. Instead we can 
celebrate that we are not alone in the journey. Jesus 
knows our struggle. He sees the modern day 
marveling at our holy edifices, at the grand temples 
dedicated to the gods of conspicuous consumption 
and fields of competitive glory that dot our 
landscape. When folks are fractious and seek to 
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divide the church, pitting sister against brother and 
mother against daughter, questioning mission and 
focusing on non-essential aspects of practice and 
polity, we do well to remember Paul’s words to a 
community divided over practice and probability. In 
the face of such dissent and agitation, many 
Thessalonian disciples found it difficult to persevere. 
Paul reminds them that perseverance and focus will 
yield good works and a strong community–not 
grumbling and chaos. 

The gospel lesson also sounds a variation on this 
theme. In fact, it is in the very midst of the world’s 
chaos and destruction that disciples find an oasis of 
hope and peace in Christian community and in 
journeying together as disciples. Jesus assures his 
disciples that no matter what comes their way their 
perseverance in the faith will see them through. God 
will not abandon God’s own. “By your endurance 
you will gain your souls,” says our Lord in Luke 
2:19. 

Because we WILL face opposition, perseverance 
matters. Because culture and the forces of evil WILL 
place stumbling blocks in our path, perseverance 
matters. Because our lights will shine in the 
darkness, reflecting the light of Christ to a hurting, 
chaotic, and broken world, our perseverance matters. 

So do not be dismayed, and don’t give up. When the 
going gets tough, dig into prayer and study. Do 
good. Be generous. Immerse yourself in community. 
Show up for worship and dine at the Lord’s table. 
Don’t be weary; your perseverance makes all the 
difference in this world and for the sake of the life to 
come. Blessings on your faithful and prophetic 
preaching 
and 
teaching! 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

In these verses we find the expression three Isaianic 
motifs: the motif of former and latter things, the motif of 
the glorification of Zion, and the motif of 
the shalom (peace, well-being, prosperity) of God's holy 
mountain.   Why do you think the final state is referred to 
as the new heavens and the new earth? What is new about 
them? Which verse talks about the end of pain and 
sorrow? Which verse mentions instant communication? 
Which verse illustrates the peace of this Kingdom?   How 
do these scriptures promise healing, reconciliation and 
joy?  How are these scriptures a promise for you and what 
comfort do they bring?  How can you live out the three 
motifs in your day to day life?  Jesus Walk 

 
____Psalm Reading: Isaiah 12  

 
What does the word hope mean to you?  What day is 
verse 1 speaking of?  What are some of the ways to praise 
the Lord?  What does God do, when He turns His anger 
away? What causes us to have a song of praise in our 
heart?  What is the "water" in verse 3? Why was the 
physical house of Israel obligated to tell others?  What 
does "cry out" speak of? What are the main themes of the 
songs of thanksgiving in chapter 12?  Can man fully 
understand the greatness of God?   In situations in your 
life how does trusting God mean reaffirming the truths of 
12:2?  Bible Study.org, Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity 
Press 

____3rd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  
 

When is it hard for you to feel motivated to do the work of 
your church?  How would you describe the problem the 
Thessalonian church was experiencing?  How did Paul 
make himself an example of the proper attitude toward 
work?  What actions are to be taken against those who 
refuse to work?  What encouragement and ideas do these 
verses give you concerning your own prayer life?  In what 
ways do lazy Christians still continue to take advantage of 
the work of others?  What principles for discipline that 
could be applied in the church today do you find in this 
passage?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 
 

____4th Reading: Luke 21:5-19  
 

What does Jesus say will happen to Herod's Temple? 
When did this take place?   What kinds of signs will be 
seen that do NOT portend the immediate return of Jesus?  
Why are people tempted to see them as signs of the end?  
What good results from a disciple's persecution and death, 
according to verse 13?   Why will people hate Christians?  
If Christians will be condemned and executed, what does it 
mean, "Not a hair of your head will perish"? What does 
Jesus mean by this?   What does the phrase mean, "By 
standing firm you will gain life."  Is this "faith by works" 
or something else?  What in Jesus' message gives you hope 
for an otherwise uncertain future?  Jesus Walk, Quiet Time 
Bible Study InterVarsity Press 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Creating God: 
you grasp chaos 
and shake it into 
     new heavens brimming with light, 
     new earth teeming with life. 
You delight in your children so much that 
     before we finish our sentences, 
          you have heard our hearts; 
     before we whisper our 
dreams, 
          you fill our needs. 
 
Spirit of Wisdom: 
open us, 
     that we might trust 
          without fear; 
fill us, 
     that we might discern 
          our call to faithfulness; 
teach us, 
     that we would make known 
     our thanks to the farthest 
          shores of the universe. 
 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
hear us, this day and every day,   
 

~ Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies 

As Christians come to the completion of the Cycle of 
Pentecost - the hard work of being church in the 
world - the lectionary offers this scene: Jesus advises 
his followers to remain steadfast in the face of 
persecution and apocalyptic hardships. "This will 
give you an opportunity to testify," Jesus said.  

 

This end-times conversation comes about while the 
friends admire Herod's Second Temple "adorned with 
stones and gifts dedicated to God." Jesus contributes 
to the discussion by predicting the destruction of the 
temple.  

 

The Temple itself, though, teaches sanctification. How 
do we know how to be in the Holy of Holies without 
the structure to teach us? Our prayer inherits the 
sense of the Holy as we're sent into the world to 
treasure the whole of earth as Holy Place.  And yet, a 
final word. We can't do it all. We're not messiahs, 
only ministers...prophets of a future not our own. 

 

And Jesus' last word? "By your endurance you will 
gain your souls." 
 

~  Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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