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Keep it Simple 

We hear all the time about how complicated the 
world is.  Of course it is. 

So why not keep it simple? 

A scribe asks a question.  It seems a simple question 
and yet it is just another example of how we human 
beings tend to think.  “Which commandment is the 
first of all?” 

That’s how we tend to think.  We wonder, “Which 
is the first?”  “Which is the best?”  “Which is on 
top?”  All questions behind which lurks the real 
question…”Who is first?”  “Who is the 
best?”  “Who is on top?” 

It seems it is always about striving to be the best. 

Why? 

The Bible is clear.  There is none who is righteous, 
no not one, save Jesus himself.  Whom we 
killed.  Which puts us all at the foot of the 
cross.  All at the mercy of Jesus.  Every single one 
of us. 

There is no top.  There is no first.  Except for God. 

There is no bottom.  There is no least, no lost, none 
left out.  Because God is there too. 

Keep it simple. 

When I love God, I love my 
neighbor.  When I love my 

neighbor, I love God.  These 
are inextricably bound 

together. 

Pastor Kerry Nelson 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

 November 1, 2015  
Proper 26B/Ordinary 31B/Pentecost 23  
 

Love So Easy And So Hard  
Written by John van de Laar    

 
Can it be that easy, Jesus? 
Can it be that hard? 
That what You want for us is just to love 
and be loved? 
 
Is it possible that even those who have tried the hardest, 
signed on the dotted line, 
sat for years in classes 
and strained their eyes from reading, 
dressed in all the most appropriate garments, 
and spoken with only the most measured words… 
that these can miss You? 
 
How can it be when those who have hardly tried at all, 
who have damaged themselves and others so much, 
that in the end they have nowhere else to turn 
but to throw themselves on Your grace… 
that these are the ones You search out? 
 
How do we make sense of this, Jesus? 
How do we love so scandalously, so inclusively? 
How do we allow ourselves to be loved enough, 
that all our hard and sharp edges 
grow soft and round? 
 
Help us to find the humility and courage, 
the boldness and grace, 
that in our loving and being loved, 
we may somehow ignite our world with  
a compassion so fierce 
that violence and abuse, 
rejection and condemnation, 
neglect and greed 
become unthinkable. 
 
Amen. 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=227


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Ruth 1:1-18  
 
Naomi speaks of the loving kindness of God, that is, the 
Covenant love of God, a major theme in this beautiful 
story. How have you experienced the loving kindness of 
God in your life?  What do you think of Naomi’s sense of 
humor in her difficult situation?  What is remarkable 
about the line, “Orpah kissed her mother-in-law but Ruth 
clung to her”? Describe a person in your life who has 
served as your “Naomi” – someone whom you pursue in 
order to pursue God Himself more faithfully. Why does 
the Christian walk work better with another person filling 
this role in your life? Nathan Lewis and Regency Christian  

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 146  

In what area of life is it hard for you to find hope?  How 
does this psalm contrast the experience of hoping in God 
with the experience of hoping in people?  The psalmist 
mentions eight kinds of circumstances that might seem 
hopeless. List these situations/conditions and the reasons 
why they might seem hopeless.  Describe how God 
responds to people in each of these situations.  What do 
these responses from God to people in hopeless situations 
suggest to you about God's character?  Which of the eight 
images of hopelessness do you most strongly relate to at 
this time? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading:  Hebrews 9:11-14  

How is the earthly sanctuary not perfect? How does it fall 
short?  When did the priests get a break for offering up 
sacrifices?  What do these verses show about the 
effectiveness of the priests work?  How were they lacking?  
Why is Jesus’ sacrifice better? How is His sacrifice 
different from all others?  What do these verses show us 
about the new covenant? How was this covenant sealed?  
What verbs and adjectives can you think of to describe 
faith and hope?  How would you describe what it means to 
have full confidence, trust, and assurance in Christ?  What 
gets in the way of your having more authentic hope? How 
is your response of faith evidenced as you live out your 
life?  Good Shepherd Church and Into Thy Word 

 

____4th Reading:  Mark 12:28-34  
 
What do you think making a decision to follow Christ and 
loving God usually means to people? What do you think 
about having to give all of your life and love to Him?  Why 
is it so important that we love God wholly and first; and 
then we love people?  In your everyday life, what does it 
mean to ‘love your neighbor as yourself’? Who are the 
‘neighbors’ in your life that need a more radical kind of 
love than the world can offer? Jesus tells the scribe that 
he’s not far from the kingdom of God. What is keeping 
him from fully entering into the Kingdom?  When 
attempting to change our behavior, how do we appeal to 
fear and/or self-image as motivators? How has the love of 
God expressed in the Gospel has changed you from the 
inside out?  Westwood Baptist 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 
Dear Lord, today, one moment at a time, help 
us see the good that flows forth as we love 
you by loving those around us.  Let us see our 
world, as torn and dark as it so often seems, 
through your eyes.  One step, one word, one 
thought, one glimpse, one act, at a time.  May 
love teach us to let go, to give up, to give 
way, to step aside, to surrender.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen.  
 

~ Pastor Kerry Nelson 
 

For the saints of all the ages who have baked the bread 

of faith and allured us with the aroma, we sing praise. 
  

For the saints in our own lives who, finding their way 
through the dark became our light, we give thanks. 
  

For the unseen saints in this world who hold it up with 
their prayers, whose hope and labor save us without 
our ever knowing, we cry glory. 

  
For the suffering saints who are our only hope in this 

world, who languish in prisons and slums, reservations 
and townships, who labor in fear, who are trafficked 
and tortured, who die of hunger even as we pray, 

we ask blessing. 
  

May we all be made holy in wonder and gratitude 
and steadfast loving kindness toward all that lives.  
 

Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light 
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