
 
how we act affects them; with a knowledge that all 
are known and cared for by God. 
 
The challenge includes the impetus reach out to 
others who are isolated or lonely, who’ve been 
neglected by family, friends, or society. We make 
real the statements of Jesus when we make sure that 
others—all others—are acknowledged, welcomed, 
loved, befriended. 
 
When we realize that all are known by God, we 
reach out to those who have been forgotten by 
society. And the cycle of knowing and being known 
continues and grows. 
 

~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

To be Known 
 

Just about a year ago, I gave up a job I loved (pastor 
of a great congregation) to do another job I love 
(writing and photography).  In leaving this particular 
church, I also left the type of work I’ve done my 
whole adult life. 
 
Until last spring, every time I started a new job, 
everyone knew my name when I walked in the door 
as pastor or, before that, Christian educator. I was 
the new employee. 
 
Now, as my husband and I visit congregations, 
we’re relatively anonymous. It’s not a bad feeling, 
but it certainly is different. We are getting to know 
people in the usual manner—reaching out, shaking 
hands, starting conversations. It’s especially nice 
when someone reaches out to us and asks our names. 
Names are the best way to begin, and the way we 
become known to one another. 
 
Of course, welcome and acceptance aren’t just 
things that happen within worshipping communities. 
They ought to be a part of who we are as human 
beings. 
 
My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they 
follow me. (John 10:27) 
 
There is a comfort in being known. As we get better 
acquainted with people we become more 
comfortable in joining them for social gatherings, 
asking for help, giving help. 
 
There is also a challenge in being known. Our 
responsibilities toward each other grow. As the 
relationship expands, you begin to see faults in the 
other, and they in you. 
 
Being known by God also engenders comfort and 
challenge. We are able to respond by changing the 
way we live: with confidence and assurance; with 
responsibility toward others and an awareness that  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 9:36-43 
 

Tabitha/Dorcas was “full of good works and acts of 
charity.” Does this give us any impression of her role in 
the church in Joppa? Who have you known people that 
are like Tabitha/Dorcas? Does Peter make any choices or 
decisions in the story? When? One of Peter’s first acts in 
Joppa is to clear the room and pray. Why do you think 
that is? The text does not tell us anything about the 
content of Peter’s prayer. Do you have ideas about what 
Peter’s prayer might have been? How did Tabitha/Dorcas 
and the disciples in Joppa respond to this event? If you 
had an opportunity or had the power to take part in an 
event like this, would you want to? What part would you 
want to or be willing to play? The Text of the Week 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 23 

 
Do you believe God cares about what’s going on in your 
life? What effect does it have on you to say that God is 
not just our shepherd, but my shepherd? In what areas do 
you have the hardest time trusting God? Looking back, 
can you see how God protected you during a time of 
trial—when you were walking through a dark valley? 
God’s rod offers us protection and his staff provides us 
guidance. What forms have the rod and staff taken in your 
life? How are you making use of the tools God gave us: 
his Word and prayer? What has God done or taught you 
in the valley that you wouldn’t have learned if things 
were great and you stayed on top of the mountain? Does 
that experience make you more likely to trust God in the 
future? When have you felt God’s presence the most? A 
Year in the Word 

____3rd Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 
 

When you picture heaven, what images come to mind? 
Where have these images come from? What do you 
imagine about the people who will be there? Who are 
they? What are they like? What will they be doing? How 
does John’s vision in this chapter match your expectations 
of heaven? How does it differ? How might this vision 
have been comforting to those original hearers? How 
might this vision have also been a great challenge to 
them? Some have said that this vision of heaven – many 
people worshiping together, from every race and language 
– is a goal for the church to strive toward. Do you agree? 
Why is important for us to worship with (and learn from) 
people from other cultures? What ideas do we learn about 
life after this world – about who will be there, and the 
things we will do? How is John’s vision comforting to us 
today? How is it challenging for us, and what should we 
do in response? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: John 10:22-30 

 
When did this conversation take place? What was the 
question in their minds? What does it mean that they were 
in suspense? How did Jesus answer? Why should they not 
be in suspense? What do the miraculous signs teach about 
Jesus? According to Jesus, why did they not believe? 
Who are Jesus' sheep? And who are not? What does it 
mean that Jesus gives his sheep eternal life? What is 
eternal life? What does it mean that no one can snatch 
them out of my (Jesus’) hand or the Father’s hand? What 
does this teach about God? About our assurance of 
salvation? What did Jesus mean by, “I and the Father am 
one”? Why did the Jews want to stone Jesus? How did 
Jesus refute their charge? What does Jesus mean by 
referring to 
Scripture? 
What other 
evidence did 
Jesus present to 
prove that he is 
God’s Son? 
How did the 
Jews respond? 
University Bible 
Fellowship 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Loving Shepherd, 
you know our names; 
you care for us. 
When we face darkness and death, 
walk beside us. 
When we hunger for your love, 
fill us with your presence. 
When we are fearful, 
feed us at your table. 
May we dwell in the house of goodness and mercy 
all the days of our lives. Amen. 
 

~ Mary Petrina Boyd, Ministry Matters 

Everyone will be lost at one time or another. Or many 
times. Some of us chronically wander into narrow 
canyons where paths stop so abruptly you can’t even 
turn around and go back out. Only a shepherd’s crook 
from an overhanging ledge in the hands of a strong 
shepherd can haul you up to safety.  

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=136
https://hermeneutrix.com/2018/02/16/questions-for-reflection-and-discussion-acts-9-36-43/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=136
https://www.seacoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Part5_YearintheWord_SmallGroupQuestions.pdf
https://www.seacoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Part5_YearintheWord_SmallGroupQuestions.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=136
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50206719e4b03f6f4d18a86b/t/516e1188e4b0be930df456c9/1366167944865/mental042113_5-16.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=136
https://www.newjerseyubf.org/sun_question/14908
https://www.newjerseyubf.org/sun_question/14908
http://www.ministrymatters.com/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/easter4bca.html

