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There Is Only One Basket, Trust It 

The idea of Putting All Your Eggs In One Basket is a 
helpful image. 
 
If you have ever been around chickens especially, it is 
easy to understand. 
 
The warning often goes, "Don't put all your eggs in one 
basket." And the intention behind the warning is if you put 
all of your eggs in one basket and something happens to 
that basket, then you might lose all of your eggs (eggs 
being a valuable commodity in this scenario). 
 
This saying is really about Trust. 
 
IF you are going to put all of your eggs in one basket, you 
sure as hell better know that basket is strong and true and 
safe. 
 
HOWEVER, we all know it is often too risky to put ALL 
of our eggs in one basket. There are too many dangers. 
Too many things could go wrong. Foxes, faulty baskets, 
clumsy basket couriers...there are lots of ways you could 
lose all of your eggs at once.  
 
SO, don't put all your eggs in one basket. Disperse them. 
Don't trust just one method of getting your eggs home or 
to market. Put some in your pocket. Maybe try a few 
different baskets. Trusting one mode is not smart. Even if 
it is a basket you have had for a long time and you trust 
completely, it may turn out to not serve you well.  
 
This is a message we often get from the world around us: 
do not put your trust in Just One Thing. It makes sense. 
We don't want to have one accident or misstep cause us to 
lose all that we have. It is why we both pay rent and 
insurance. 
 
Don't Put All Your Eggs In One Basket. 
 
But when we read scripture, we are essentially told There 
Is Only One Basket, Trust It. 
 
"All who believed were together and had all things in 
common." 
 
"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want." 
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The readings this week: 
◦ Acts 2:42-47 ◦ Psalm 23  
◦ 1 Peter 2:19-25 ◦ John 10:1-10  

"For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure 
pain while suffering unjustly. For you were going astray like 
sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of your souls." 
 
"I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 
will come in and go out and find pasture." 
 
How do we reconcile our natural tendency to minimize our 
losses with the example from Acts of the first Christians 
selling all of their stuff and living communally? 
 
How do we balance our inherent inability to not Trust with 
the message from Psalm 23 to give ourselves over to God? 
 
How do we accommodate our visceral need to avoid pain 
with the admonition in 1st Peter that intentionally and 
willingly suffering in the name of Jesus returns us to the 
care of our Shepherd and the Guardian of Our Souls? 
 
How do we subvert our tendency to keep our options open 
when we read Jesus's instruction that all others are thieves 
and bandits and that it is only through him that people will 
be saved and have life abundantly? 
 
These are sometimes tough messages to hold together in our 
own hearts and minds. 
 
For us this is another version of the classic question: How 
do we live in the world and not be of the world? 
 
Being a called and loved Child of God is not easy some 
days. 

God of mystery, of three but of one, 
In a world that asks me daily 
to multitask 
to diversify 
to hedge my bets 
help me ease into knowing you… 
You as the One Thing 
the One Way 
the Big Tent 
where the world melts away 
and I am fully 
Yours.   
Amen. 

~ Matt & Laura Norvell, Grounded & Rooted In Love 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=42
https://kcchurch.typepad.com/blog/2011/05/fourth-sunday-of-easter-year-a.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Acts 2:42-47 
 

What are some of the upsides of having community?  
What are some of the risks?  What did Peter preach? How 
does his message affect your heart? How can we form 
community around Christ?  How did the early church 
gather? What was their mindset? What did they do when 
they were together? Where did they gather? Why does it 
matter?  How can we be “devoted” “day by day” to God 
and each other?  Cornerstone Congregational Church 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 23  

 
Why must we understand who God is before we can fully 
understand who we are? Why would we want the Lord to 
be our Shepherd? How does our Shepherd make sure that 
we have all that we need?  Can we force a sheep to lie 
down? What things does the shepherd provide for his 
sheep to give them the peace to lie down? How does our 
Shepherd provide these things for us? How should our 
lives prove that we have peace in the provision our 
Shepherd has given us? What other things do we try to 
find our peace in?  How do many people become 
spiritually dehydrated? What do we often settle for to try 
and quench our thirst?  How can sheep go for weeks 
without drinking water? Do we need time with God more 
or less as we get busier? How does our Shepherd provide 
right paths for us? Does He follow behind us or lead the 
way? How are we like sheep?  Do we like being led?  
How does God lead us through the valley? Why do we 
have to go through the valleys in the first place? Is it 
possible to avoid the valleys?  . Is the Lord really your 
shepherd? If you had to fill in ________ is my shepherd, 
what would your life’s answer be? If all you had was 
Jesus, then could you honestly say you had all you need?  
Collide Community Groups 

____3rd Reading:  1 Peter 2:19-25  
 

How do you tend to react if you think someone is treating 
you unfairly?  What is the primary motive for submission? 
What does the phrase “when, mindful of God” mean?  
Why does it find favor with God if we are patient when we 
suffer unfairly?  How did Jesus suffer in his life? How did 
Jesus act when suffering? Whom did he turn to in order to 
get justice?  What reasons are given in verse 24 for Jesus’ 
death on the cross?  In what way can you follow Jesus’ 
example when you suffer through something that you view 
as unfair?  What does it mean to fellowship in another’s 
suffering? God wants us to endure suffering patiently.  
Why might God ask you to suffer?  FPC Houston 

 
____4th Reading:  John 10:1-10  

 
How did the Pharisees show themselves to be false 
shepherds?  When a man does not enter by the gate but 
climbs in by some other way, what does this reveal about 
his motives? What might be some ways the Pharisees had 
gotten into the sheep pen? What does it mean that Jesus 
entered by the gate?  What else reveals the sheep-shepherd 
relationship? What does it mean that the sheep recognize 
his voice? What does it mean that he calls them by name?  
What proves that they are his own sheep? Why is it 
significant that he leads them and does not drive them? 
Why do they not follow a stranger? When they did not 
understand him, how did Jesus change the metaphor? What 
does he say about false gates? Why does the thief come? 
Why does Jesus the shepherd come? How are we both 
sheep and shepherds? How can we know that we are Jesus’ 
sheep?  How can we be shepherds?  New Jersey UBF 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord, we would follow you 
wherever you might lead. 
Lord, we would follow you. 
Forgive us when we stumble 
and when we stray. 
Forgive us when, distracted 
we lose our way. 
Be the one to whom we turn, 
whose hand we hold, 
the Shepherd who leads us 
safely to the fold. 
Lord, we would follow you 
wherever you might lead. 
Lord, we would follow you. 
 

~ John Birch, Faith and Worship 

The symbolism of the shepherd also contains the sense 
of a wisdom which is both intuitive and the fruit of 
experience.  The shepherd symbolizes 
watchfulness.  His duties entail the constant exercise of 
vigilance.  He is awake and watching.  Hence he is 
compared with the Sun, which sees all things, and with 
the king.  Furthermore, since, as we have stated, the 
shepherd symbolizes the nomad, he is rootless and 
stands for the soul which is not a native of this Earth but 
always a stranger and pilgrim.  In so far as his flock is 
concerned, the shepherd acts as a guardian and to this is 
linked knowledge, since he knows what pasture suits the 
animals in his charge.  He observes the Heavens, the 
Sun, the Moon and the stars and can predict the 
weather.  He distinguishes sounds and hears the noise of 
approaching wolves, as well as the bleating of lost 
sheep. 

 Through the different duties which he performs, he is 
regarded as a wise man whose activities are the result of 
contemplation and inner vision. 

~ Jean Chevalier and Alain Gheerbrant, The Penguin 
Dictionary of Symbols, via At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=42
http://www.cornerstonewestford.com/2015/11/08/acts-2-42-47-small-group-study-guide/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=42
http://www.collidechurch.com/files/community-groups/2017/07-16.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=42
https://fpchouston.org/am-site/media/small-group-study-guide-feb-21-v2-sermon.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=42
https://www.newjerseyubf.org/sun_question/14904
http://www.faithandworship.com/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/easter4bca.html

