
God does; when there seems to be little to count on, you 
can count on resurrection — for both your future and your 
present. 
 
Resurrection is often relegated to a belief of the church to 
which we simply comply and that which we by rote 
confess. We go through the motions each Easter, each time 
the creed is said, but how often do we stop and say that 
resurrection makes a difference for how I live my day 
today? What might it feel like to know that the promise of 
the resurrection is mine now? 
 
I think that’s in part what Jesus is praying for — for the 
disciples to be able to hear that his resurrection is a promise 
to believe in. I suspect that Paul and Silas weren’t just 
praying to God for something to do to pass the time in 
prison. Rescue from prisons, rescue from death, are 
promises God makes and God comes through. Why? 
“Because Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the 
upright in heart” (Psalm 97). 
 
So, what if we believe that resurrection is promise, is our 
promise, is your promise? That it is a given. It’s the one 
thing you can count on. How does that change your 
present? How does that shape how you live? How does that 
influence your own promises to others? 
 
This latter section of Jesus’ prayer in John is a clue to what 
the resurrection promise might mean. Here, Jesus prays for 
those who have yet to believe. God loves the world (John 
3:16), you see, but how can the world know this promise 
that will indeed be kept without us living this resurrection 
promise on a daily basis? That is, God counts on us to 
embody God’s promise in a world of broken ones. God 
needs us to give witness to the ultimate promise kept when 
our experience, knows only empty promises. God invites us 
to live in the promise that is truly ours forever — that is the 
resurrection difference.  

~ Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

 Resurrection is a Promise 
 

I don’t know about you, but I am rather weary of empty 
promises. You know what I mean — those expressed by 
political candidates, those uttered by a family member who 
has one too many times bailed on you, those said by friends 
in whom you just simply cannot believe anymore, those 
institutions, including the church, that make promises for 
God they have no business making. 
 
And, you know how it feels. The breaking of a promise, a 
promise not fulfilled, goes beyond disappointment, beyond 
a sense of sadness, beyond mere frustration. It is, instead, 
heartbreaking because you needed to believe, you gave in 
to trust, and you allowed yourself to be vulnerable to 
another’s actions. The end result is not only trying to figure 
out how to negotiate your feelings about the other, but also 
how to figure out what to do with the self-exposure you 
wish you had not risked. That is, the breaking of a promise 
is at the same time both cause for a reevaluation of the one 
who broke the promise and also of yourself — why did I 
think I could believe in this person, this system, in the first 
place? What’s wrong with me? Why couldn’t I see the 
truth? 
 
Then there is the recognition of the other side, when you 
begin to remember and realize the promises you have 
broken. And you know that what you feel is what you have 
potentially made others feel — and that is not a good 
feeling. Not at all. 
 
What does promises broken have to do with resurrection? 
Resurrection is a promise that was not broken, cannot be 
broken, will not be broken — ever. God stakes the 
incarnation, God’s love, God’s commitment, God’s very 
self on this promise. 
 
If there is just one thing that we might remember about 
resurrection, one thing we need to hear on the last Sunday 
of the season of Easter before the summer’s 
scattering….Resurrection is promise — plain and simple. 
There are a lot of empty promises that make up our lives, 
but resurrection isn’t one of them. And some days, perhaps 
many days, all we need is one promise we know won’t be 
broken to make it through the day. 
 
We might say, well, of course, that’s all well and good. 
You are stating the obvious. But think about it. What 
difference might it make that at the end of the day, this is a 
promise that is real; that when no one else comes through, 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
 

How much time have you spent this past week reflecting 
on Jesus and the hope of the gospel? How has reflecting 
on Him been of help to you? How does Luke consider the 
book of Acts to be related to his Gospel? What does verse 
1 imply about the content of Acts? What might be some 
of the implications of that? What does Jesus promise His 
disciples? When will the promise be fulfilled? What is the 
purpose of it? What are the details of it? What happened 
when Jesus ascended? The disciples are mildly rebuked 
twice in these verses. Why is that? What should they have 
been thinking/doing? Why is it important to affirm the 
historicity of Jesus’ ascension? Christ Church NYC 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 47  

 
Do we enter into the praise of the King in worship with 
hearts that are filled with awe, triumph, and true joy? Or 
do our minds wander during the singing of psalms and 
praises? Can you see how your relationship with God is 
closer than your relationship with others you may admire 
but not know personally, actors, politicians, etc.? Can 
your heart be filled with awe and reverence for great 
people in history, though you may have never met them? 
How much more should your heart fill with awe and 
reverence for God? Is our worship loud enough? Do we 
ever shout in worship? Generations ____3rd Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 

 
When you pray, what consumes your prayers? What do 
you pray most for yourself & others? What’s the focus of 
Paul’s prayers? What’s the connection for Paul between 
wisdom, understanding and a close relationship with 
God? In verses 18-19 he lists a number of things he prays 
for them to know. What are they, and why do you think 
he prays for those things? The same power that is at work 
in God’s people now is the same power that did 
something remarkable in history. What is that power? Do 
you believe that? What does it mean for Jesus to fill 
everything in every way? If you believe that God’s 
intention towards you is good, what does that do to how 
you listen to him / follow him? Some pull away from God 
when they’re stuggling with sin. How does understanding 
his grace help us to do the opposite? How do we 
encourage each other not merely to know about God, but 
to know God / draw near to Him? Village Church 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 24:44-53 

 
What problem did Jesus face with his disciples after his 
resurrection? How did he deal with it? Do you believe 
that Jesus is alive? Why? How do your words, actions, 
and life many times demonstrate your unbelief? Jesus 
reminded his disciples of not only his promised suffering 
and resurrection, but that the scriptures taught it as well. 
How should Jesus’ perspective of what we call the Old 
Testament teach us how to ultimately understand this part 
of the Bible? How is the resurrection to shape our mission 
as a people and as a church? What is one thing that as a 
result of believing that Jesus is alive could be different for 
you? For your church? New Hope Presbyterian 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord of life,  
We do not know the face of the future, 
any more than your disciples did.  
Like them, we have many questions: 
how to live  
how to bear witness.  
Like them, we thirst for the spring waters of the 
Spirit  
to inspire us in our living  
to give us a heart language in our testimony. 
You have been raised in glory 
that we might rise with dignity  
You live in power that we might live in peace  
You are present everywhere 
that we might be fully present in our own lives  
This we believe  
This we step out on.  

~ Monthly Prayers 

See how the Church invites us, in her liturgy, to 
celebrate with gladness this exaltation of he 
Bridegroom, our God and our Redeemer.... 
 
  "I ascend to my Father and to your Father, to My God 
and your God." Jesus has but gone before us: He does 
not separate Himself from us, He does not separate us 
from Him. If He enters into His glorious Kingdom, it is 
to "go and prepare a place" for us. He promises to 
come again one day to take us to Himself, so that, He 
says "where I am, you also may be." Thus, we are 
already, participants in the glory and bliss of Christ 
Jesus; we shall be there one day in reality.  

What power in this prayer, and what sweetness in this 
promise! Let us then give ourselves up to this intimate 
and wholly spiritual joy. 

~ Columba Marmion OSB, Christ in His Mysteries  
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